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SOLINGEN, Germany: Germany yesterday remembered
the five ethnic Turkish victims of a murderous neo-Nazi
arson attack 25 years ago, amid warnings of resurgent
German xenophobia and simmering bilateral tensions
ahead of Turkish elections. In the 1993 attack, one of post-
war Germany’s most notorious
racist hate crimes, four far-
right skinheads set fire to a
Turkish family’s home in the
city of Solingen. They killed
five women and girls, the
youngest just four years old,
and injured 14 others.

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
attended memorial ceremonies
along with Mevlude Genc, 75,
who lost two daughters, two
granddaughters and a niece, yet strongly urged reconcilia-
tion after the attack. Foreign Minister Heiko Maas made a
plea for “tolerance, diversity and humanity within our
country and in the world”, speaking to German newspa-
pers. He said it was “shameful” that even today many
Turkish immigrants and their descendants “experience dis-
crimination in everyday life”.

“I want to tell you: You are not only welcome here, you
are part of our country,” Maas said, addressing Germany’s
three-million strong ethnic Turkish community, the largest
group of Turks abroad. The anniversary comes as
Germany struggles with a new upsurge of racist attacks
and far-right activism, including last year’s entry into par-
liament of the anti-Islam party Alternative for Germany
(AfD), following an influx of more than one million asylum
seekers since 2015.

‘Racism, Islamophobia’ 
AfD co-leader Alice Weidel this month described immi-

grants as “headscarf girls, welfare-claiming, knife-wielding
men and other good-for-nothings” - incendiary comments
that earned her a formal rebuke from the parliamentary

speaker. Turkey’s foreign ministry Monday voiced concern
that “racism, xenophobia and Islamophobia are on the rise”
again in the biggest EU country and called on politicians
and media there to “use prudent language”.

The head of the Turkish Community in Germany, Gokay
Sofuoglu, also warned that
“rightwing populist arguments
are once more setting the tone
in the refugee and migration
debate”. Referring to the
bereaved mother Mevlude
Genc, holder of Germany’s
highest civilian honor for her
calls for tolerance and healing,
he said she “was never really
listened to”. The deadly
Solingen blaze was set by four
males aged 16 to 23 from the
German far-right skinhead

subculture that flared in the early 1990s amid an influx of
eastern European asylum seekers.

The four juvenile and adult offenders received maximum
jail terms of 10 to 15 years, which all ended years go. The
space where the charred remains of the Genc family house
once stood is now a vacant lot where five chestnut trees
have been planted to honor the victims.

‘Terrible attack’ 
While both Germany and Turkey have stressed their

shared sorrow over the tragic deaths, high tensions linger
after a deep crisis between the governments of Merkel and
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Germany has repeatedly
voiced concerns about deteriorating civil rights and media
freedoms in Turkey, especially after a crackdown and mass
arrests following a failed 2016 coup against Erodgan.
Ankara has been angry over Berlin’s decision to bar
Turkish politicians from campaigning in Germany, where
some 1.4 million ethnic Turks are eligible to vote in their
ancestral homeland - a move Erdogan has slammed as a
“Nazi-style” ban.

Erdogan and his Justice and Development Party (AKP)

are seeking another mandate in snap parliamentary and
presidential polls on June 24. Conservative German politi-
cians have cautioned that Cavusoglu must not misuse the
memorial events to campaign for Erdogan’s AKP party or
deepen divisions in the Turkish-German community. Maas
has stressed the campaign ban applies to all non-EU politi-
cians facing elections within three months, and said he was
sure Cavusoglu’s speech would “not constitute election
campaigning but commemorate the victims of this terrible

attack”. Other EU countries, including Austria and the
Netherlands, have also sparred with Turkey in recent years.
In France, the popular news magazine Le Point said this
week it had suffered harassment and intimidation by
Erdogan supporters after it labelled him “The Dictator” on
its front cover. French President Emmanuel Macron rallied
behind the magazine, calling the abuse “totally unaccept-
able” and warning in a tweet that “you cannot put a price on
freedom of the press, without it, it’s dictatorship”. — AFP 
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LONDON: The wrangle over what will happen to the
Irish border after Brexit has put the previously
unthinkable possibility of reunification of the island
of Ireland firmly on the political agenda. Support for
staying in the European Union is increasing in
Northern Ireland as the Brexit negotiations falter,
according to a study released this month by Queen’s
University Belfast. The poll of more than 1,000 resi-
dents of Northern Ireland also found 47 percent sup-
ported holding a referendum, although only 21 per-
cent said they would currently favor a united Ireland.

The study said the results showed a hard Brexit in
which Britain left the EU single market and customs
union, combined with an economic downturn could
make the prospect of Irish unity “particularly attrac-
tive” for the province’s Catholic community. In the
2016 referendum, Northern Ireland voted 56 percent
to remain in the EU but, like Scotland, was outvoted
by England and Wales and the overall result was 52
percent for Brexit. The study found support for EU
membership has now risen to 69 percent.

“What’s becoming increasingly clear is the rise
and rise of the Remain vote in Northern Ireland,”
Colin Harvey from Queen’s told a conference organ-
ised by the UK in a Changing Europe think tank.
“And I think there is extreme peril and danger in ren-
dering that Remain vote politically and legally mean-
ingless,” he said.

Reunification ‘risk’ 
Unlike pro-EU Scotland, Northern Ireland could

technically stay in the European Union by voting to
join the Republic of Ireland. The 1998 Good Friday
peace agreements allow for the possibility of a refer-
endum on Irish unity if the British government judges
that the public mood has shifted significantly in favor
of the idea. So far only the nationalist Sinn Fein party,
once the political voice of the Irish Republican Army,
has called for a vote.

Opposition Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, a sup-
porter of Irish unity, played down the prospect on a
visit to Belfast this month, but it is weighing on the
British prime minister’s mind. Theresa May repri-
manded a leading eurosceptic in her Conservative
party earlier this month for being naive about the
possibility, according to a report in The Times news-
paper. After pro-Brexit hardliner MP Jacob Rees-
Mogg said Northern Ireland would vote to stay a
part of the United Kingdom in the case of a referen-
dum, she reportedly told him: “That’s not a risk I’m
prepared to take. We cannot be confident on the pol-
itics of the situation, on how it plays out”.

Brexit brings ‘new dynamic’ 
May has vowed to avoid any new border checks

after Britain leaves the EU next year amid fears of
upsetting the fragile arrangements in a region once
blighted by violence. But her government has yet to
find a practical way to do this, while also fulfilling a
promise to leave the EU’s customs union and single
market after Britain’s withdrawal. Under a preliminary
deal struck with Brussels in December, Britain as a
whole would maintain “full alignment” with EU trade
rules if no other arrangement has been found.—AFP 
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DUSSELDORF: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (center) reacts as she signs the guestbook beside Mevlude
Genc (right), mother, grandmother and aunt of the victims, North Rhine-Westphalia’s State Premier Armin
Laschet (center left) and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu (left) during a ceremony marking the 25th
anniversary of an arson attack that killed five people of Turkish origin yesterday. — AFP 
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ROME: Italy’s caretaker prime minister worked to assem-
ble a cabinet yesterday to save the country from political
turmoil in the face of resistance from far-right and anti-
establishment parties. Financial markets plunged into a
frenzy as Carlo Cottarelli was left in charge after efforts to
end months of political deadlock hit their latest setback.
President Sergio Mattarella on Monday blocked a cabinet
proposed by the anti-immigrant League and their allies in
the Five Star Movement (M5S).

That left Cottarelli, a former IMF economist known as
“Mr Scissors”, tasked with naming a technocrat govern-
ment. He was expected to present his cabinet to Mattarella
within hours. Five Star and the League, who hold a majori-
ty in both houses of parliament, have vowed to reject
Cottarelli’s proposed technocrat government. New elec-
tions could be held as early as September as the most like-
ly outcome of the political saga sparked by an inconclusive
poll in March.

On Sunday evening, the president vetoed the League-
Five Star pick for economy minister, eurosceptic Paolo
Savona. The populists cried foul and abandoned their joint
bid for power. The fresh uncertainty in the eurozone’s third
largest economy caused alarm on financial markets. Italy’s
10-year bond yields surged to over 300 basis points high-
er than Germany’s yesterday morning - a sign of surging

investor doubts over Italy’s financial stability. The Milan
stock exchange plunged more than three percent yester-
day morning. The euro also fell in Asian trade yesterday
and was in danger of falling below the $1.16 level last
breached in early November.

‘Italian democracy’s darkest night’ 
Mattarella’s veto and subsequent nomination of

Cottarelli as caretaker prime minister sparked angry calls
for the president’s impeachment, since most lawmakers
backed Savona. Mattarella said that an openly eurosceptic
economy minister was counter to the parties’ joint promise
to simply “change Europe for the better from an Italian
point of view”. Savona has called the euro a “German
cage” and said that Italy needs a plan to leave the single
currency “if necessary”.

League leader Matteo Salvini, a fellow eurosceptic who
was Savona’s biggest advocate, said his side’s joint plan for
a government failed because of pressure from the “pow-
ers-that-be, the markets, Berlin and Paris”. “This isn’t
democracy, this isn’t respect for the popular vote. It’s the
latest slap in the face,” Salvini said, from those that say
“Italy should be a slave, scared and precarious”.

Five Star chief Luigi Di Maio called on party support-
ers to attend a rally in Rome on Saturday, the anniversary
of Italy’s transformation into a republic in 1946, after what
he called “Italian democracy’s darkest night”. Cottarelli, 64,
was director of the International Monetary Fund’s fiscal
affairs department from 2008 to 2013 and became known
as “Mr Scissors” for his public spending cuts in Italy. He
said that should his technocrat government win parliamen-
tary approval, it would stay in place until elections at the
“start of 2019”. But if parliament fails to approve his gov-
ernment, a new election would be held “after August” - the

most likely outcome given the populists’ strength in parlia-
ment. Only the center-left Democratic Party has
announced that it would vote in favor.

‘Beyond his prerogatives’ 
Salvini and Di Maio furiously denounced the presiden-

tial veto, blasting what they called meddling by Germany,
debt ratings agencies, financial lobbies and even lies from
Mattarella’s staff. “Paolo Savona would not have taken us
out of the euro. It’s a lie invented by Mattarella’s advisors,”
Di Maio said in a live video on Facebook. “The truth is that
they don’t want us in government.” Elections could benefit
Salvini, however, as recent polling by IndexResearch put
the League at 22 percent, five points up from its vote share
in the March 4 ballot.— AFP 
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DAKAR: When Fatou Kine’s failed
attempt to reach Europe left her jobless
and penniless in Algeria, she turned to
an agency she had heard helped
migrants return home. The United
Nation’s International Organization for
Migration, or IOM, did that and more. It
flew her back to Senegal in January last
year and gave her more than $1,000 to
start a tailoring business in the seaside
capital Dakar. But one year on, Kine is
struggling. After paying the rent for a
25-square metre storefront, she takes
home about 16,000 CFA ($29) in a
good month - not much more than she
did as a hospital cleaner before she left
for Algeria. 

The IOM and the European Union
are ramping up efforts to return African
migrants home, after thousands have
died making the perilous sea crossing to
Europe and governments in some coun-
tries push for tougher rules to stem the
numbers arriving. The migrants are
often returning from places like Algeria
and Libya, where many get stuck en
route to Europe, as well as from Europe
itself. Efforts have accelerated over the
past six months following revelations of
migrant slave markets in Libya.

But interviews with migrants like

Kine reveal the shortfalls of repatriation
even for those lucky enough to receive a
grant to start a business. In countries
like Senegal, where local economic
activity can be slow, many struggle to
survive. At her shop in a busy Dakar
suburb last month, surrounded by three
sewing machines and two mannequins
sporting the colorful boubous (robes)
she makes there, Kine said she wants to
try again to get to Europe because of
the difficulty in making ends meet.
“With my two children, I can’t make it,”
the 26-year-old said.

The IOM acknowledges that
migrants face similar challenges on their
return to those that prompted them to
leave their home country in the first
place, and that often they try to leave
again. In such cases, the migration
agency “seeks to ensure migrants
receive accurate information about the
migration journey and potential risks,”
said IOM spokeswoman Florence Kim.
The organization produces pamphlets
translated into several languages
informing would-be migrants of what
they might be getting themselves into.

In late 2016, the EU and the IOM
launched their biggest repatriation proj-
ect yet: A 174 million ($203 million) fund
to help bring back migrants and jump-
start their lives in a way that would
remove the need to head for Europe. It
was launched amid pressure from
European member states worried about
immigration levels and a growing death
toll of Africans trying to cross the
Mediterranean in overcrowded boats.
The IOM recorded 171,635 arrivals by
boat from Africa in 2017, which does not
include the likely thousands of others
that tried and failed.—Reuters 

MAPUTO: Ten people, some of them chil-
dren, were beheaded in a village in north-
ern Mozambique, in a weekend attack
blamed on suspected Islamists, local
sources said yesterday. The predawn
attack on Sunday occurred in Monjane, a
village close to the border with Tanzania
and not far from Palma, a small town gear-
ing up to be the country’s new natural gas
hub in the northern province of Cabo
Delgado. “We were informed about this
tragedy,” Palma’s administrator David
Machimbuko told AFP, whose account
was also confirmed by a local resident,
who blamed Islamists.

Mozambique’s state broadcaster also
reported on “10 persons decapitated” in
the Palma area. Police were expected to
give a news conference later yesterday.
Cabo Delgado has seen a number of
attacks by suspected radical Islamists
since October. One of the victims of the
latest attack was the leader of Monjane
village, a local resident said, without giv-
ing his name for fear of reprisals. 

“They targeted the chief as he had
been providing information to the police
about the location of al-Shabaab in the
forests,” he told AFP, referring to an
armed group believed responsible for a
deadly October attack on a police station
and military post in the town of
Mocimboa da Praia. Two officers died and
14 attackers were killed then in what was

believed to be the first jihadist attack on
the country. The group has no known link
to the Somali group of the same name. In
the following weeks, at least 300 Muslims,
including Tanzanians, were arrested and
several mosques forced to close.

‘Serious situation’ 
Alex Vines, a specialist analyst on

Mozambique for the London-based
Chatham House told AFP that the “new
attacks are unsurprising and a reminder
of the seriousness of the situation”. “A
number of independent assessments of
the situation in Cabo Delgado conducted
over the last three months have conclud-
ed that the security situation (there)
remains fragile and continued attacks
probable,”  he said. 

The attackers on Monjane approached
the village from a nearby forest.  Police
were called but “arrived very late and the
attackers were already gone. Nothing was
stolen,” a local source said. “They are
becoming more much radical now as they
are facing attacks from government,” said
another villager. A study published last
week by a Mozambican academic Joao
Pereira said up to 40 members of the radi-
cal group “have been trained by move-
ments” that operate in the Great Lakes
region of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Somalia and Kenya.

The increase in attacks in the north of
the country presents a huge problem for
Mozambique, which holds general elec-
tions next year and has its eyes set on
recently-discovered gas reserves. Vast
gas deposits discovered off the shores of
Palma could transform the impoverished
country’s economy.  Experts predict that
Mozambique could become the world’s
third-largest exporter of liquefied natural
gas (LNG).—AFP 
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ROME: Carlo Cottarelli addresses a press confer-
ence at the Qurinale presidential palace on
Monday in Rome after the Italian president gave
him the mandate to form the government. — AFP 


