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KUWAIT: A number of officials at
Kuwait Ports Authority and a logistic
services company were referred to the
public prosecution on public funds’
embezzlement charges upon a report
made by the acting chief of the State
Audit Bureau, official spokesperson of
the Public Anti-Corruption Authoirty
Dr Mohammad Bu Zobar said yester-
day. Bu Zobar explained that the State
Audit Bureau found that the officials
were involved in directly contracting
the logistics services company, allow-
ing it to utilize storage spaces without
following proper legal procedures,
which wasted over KD 1.072 million
that should have been paid to the state
treasury. The officials are also facing
charges of facilitating usurping of
public funds. 

Hospital roads
Chairman of the public authority

for roads and land transport Ahmad
Al-Hessan announced 10 percent of a
project to build roads, bridges and
services surrounding Sheikh Jaber
Hospital in South Surra is completed.
He added that the project is proceed-
ing steadily according to schedule,
noting that the project aims at
improving the current road capacity
and reducing traffic congestions dur-
ing rush hours. 

Electronic links 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah said electronic links between
hospitals, polyclinics and medical
warehouses will be launched soon.
Speaking on the sidelines of attending
a ghabqa held by Kuwait
Pharmaceutical Association (KPA) and
attended by undersecretary Dr
Mustafa Redha and assistant under-
secretary for international control
and inspection Dr Abdul lah Al-
Bader, Sheikh Basel stressed the
ministry’s keenness on resolving
pharmacists’ problems and meeting
their demands. He also promised to
contact the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) to adjust Master’s and PhD
degree allowances for pharmacists.
KPA Chairman Dr Waleed Al-
Shemmari hailed the efforts exerted
by the minister and thanked him for
attending the ghabqa. 

Employees’ demands
The head of the Kuwait Public

Transport Company (KPTC) employ-
ees’ syndicate Khaled Al-Awadhi said
employees’ rights are a ‘red line’ and
pointed out that neglecting employees’
demands for many years was the main
reason behind citizens’ reluctance to
work for the company. “Over 400
Kuwaiti employees quit, leaving only
70 who are making the demands,” he
underlined, noting that the demands
include pay hikes, incentives and pro-
motions. “Some KPTC employees have
been in service for over 20 years and
earn less than KD 1,000 including
child allowances,” Awadhi said. 

Student arrested after attacking
school principal in Dhaher

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah decorates an officer with the Major General rank.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and military officials pose with the pro-
moted officers. — Defense Ministry photos 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and agencies

KUWAIT: A high school student was arrested yesterday
after attacking a school principal in protest after he was
barred from taking his finals for cheating, in yet the latest
incident of angry reactions to unprecedented tough con-
trol measures taken at examination halls around Kuwait
this year.

The Ministry of Education had taken extra measures to
prevent cheating in this year’s finals in public schools,
including tougher penalties against students caught cheat-
ing. In that case, a student is barred from taking all of his
finals even if they were caught cheating in one test. In the
past, a cheating student would only fail the subject of the
test they were caught cheating on.

The new measures were widely met with anger among
students, whose protests - including sit-ins outside the
ministry’s building - have failed to convince officials to
reconsider what they believe are ‘harsh punishments’,
while some incidents turned violent as several cases were
reported of control personnel being physically and verbal-
ly assaulted by students caught cheating.

Legal measures have been taken against the student
who assaulted the head of the final exams’ committee at
Haroun Al-Rasheed School in Dhaher on Monday, the

Interior Ministry’s relation and security media department
announced yesterday. The department said misdemeanor
case number 83/2018 was filed against the student, who
was immediately arrested and handed to the police.
Moreover, the Interior Ministry announced that police
patrols were stationed outside all schools to fight any neg-
ative phenomenon and enforce the law.  

Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education
Dr Hamid Al-Azmi reassured on the school principal’s
health following the attack. Azmi assured the ministry’s
keenness on preserving the dignity of teachers and that it
will continue further investigating the case of Hashim Al-
Hashemi, head of the high school, who was attacked by a
student while supervising the final exams.  In a statement to
KUNA yesterday, Azmi condemned the recent incident that
occurred involving the Ministry of Education’s employees.

He stressed persistence by the Ministry in dealing with
this type of case by protecting the rights of its employees,
making sure that any verbal or physical attacks upon any
of the educational body or students will face legal conse-
quences.  The Minister revealed that surveillance cameras
have been setup to help in the exam monitoring process to
eliminate any doubt when it comes to dealing with these
types of cases, while also monitoring any acts of cheating.
This procedure is to create a calm and comfortable envi-

ronment for the educational body and students during final
exam sessions, said Azmi. He praised efforts exerted by all
staffers in this regard.

Municipality inspection
Kuwait Municipality’s public relations department

announced that Hawally inspection teams inspected vari-
ous stores, restaurants, groceries and kindergartens to
make sure their commercial signage are legal, said the
head of the demolitions department Ayedh Al-Qahtani,
noting that 136 citations were filed during the tour. 

Body found
The Hawally prosecutor sent the body of a 30-year-old

citizen to the coroner to find the cause of his sudden
death. A security source said an elderly man called police
and told them his son was in the bathroom for a long time,
then when he broke the door open, he found him uncon-
scious. The man died en route to the hospital, Al-Anbaa
reported.

Thieves caught
The interior ministry started an investigation to identify

four thieves who mugged a driver and stole his car and
wallet that contained KD 70 and official documents. The

driver said he went to Qairawan to take a person to Jleeb
Al-Shuyoukh, where he was mugged.

Lawyers jailed
The public prosecution ordered five lawyers and six of

their mandoubs (representatives) detained, while a sixth
lawyer was released on a KD 5,000 bail, as they are
accused of bribing two court session secretaries. The
prosecution had earlier ordered travel bans on the lawyers
as they will face questioning on bribery charges. A source
said the action followed the arrest of the two secretaries
on charges of negligence after a file was lost, but after
reviewing their WhatsApp accounts, exchanges with sev-
eral lawyers indicated illegal activities. Investigations
revealed bank transfers from the lawyers’ accounts to one
secretary of KD 70,000 and KD 10,000 to the other.

Mugging suspect arrested
Farwaniya detectives arrested a bedoon who used to

abduct Asians, Taser and stab them, then asked their fami-
lies for KD 1,000 in ransom to release them. A security
source said there are six cases against him. The source
said the suspect was arrested red-handed, and several
expats were found in his car with their hands tied with
plastic cuffs.

Anger mounts over new anti-cheating control measures

Ports authority, logistics 
company officials face charges

Defense Minister
decorates officers
with new rank
KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah yester-
day decorated a number of officers with the Major General
rank, in implementation of an order by His Highness the
Amir and the Armed Forces Supreme Commander Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, The minister con-
veyed greetings from HH the Amir and HH the Crown
Prince to the promoted officers. —KUNA

Interior fights ‘negative
phenomena’ in Salwa
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah said responding to residents’ com-
plaints, special security teams were formed to fight ‘negative
phenomena’ in Salwa. Speaking at MP Mubarak Al-Harees’
diwaniya with the attendance of his assistant undersecretary for
criminal security affairs Maj Gen Khalid Al-Deyyeen, assistant
undersecretary for public security Maj Gen Ibrahim Al-Tarrah, a
number of lawmakers and Salwa residents, Jarrah expressed his
keenness on meeting public demands and maintaining security. 

Domestic labor department
An official source at the Public Authority for Manpower said

the teams formed last week to transfer the domestic labor
department’s liabilities from the Interior Ministry to the authority
have already started holding meetings to legally, administratively
and technically discuss the transfer. The sources added that pro-
cedures to merge the Manpower and Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP) and the manpower authority are going
according to schedule.

Mini-hospital 
The Ministry of Health (MoH) is getting ready to launch a

mini-hospital in Sabah Al-Ahmed City, said informed sources,
noting that preparations are in progress to provide the hospital
with all medical equipment and needs so that it could be opened
in 2-5 months. The sources added that the hospital will be
administratively subjected to Al-Adan Hospital. 

Political developments
Former MP and minister Ali Al-Omair announced the Islamic

Salafist Alliance is ready for any political developments including
running in new parliamentary elections. Speaking to reporters
during a ghabqa held at his diwaniya in Qurtuba, Omair stressed
his respect of the results of all parliamentary elections.
Responding to a question about how he saw relations between
the legislatives and executives, Omair said political stability is
present and expressed hope that such relations continue.
Separately, Islamic Constitutional Movement (ICM) member and
MP Osama Al-Shaheen said Ramadan had affected political and
parliamentary practices the way it does with family relations.
Commenting on the withdrawn citizenships issue, Shaheen
expressed optimism and hoped the problem will be resolved
soon. Shaheen added that interpellations are part of the consti-
tutional rights of lawmakers. He also excluded the likelihood that
the current parliament would be dissolved, noting that this deci-
sion is in the hand of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Assembly
approves
NATO 
agreement 
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly on
Monday overwhelmingly approved a
transit agreement with NATO signed
more than two years ago which allows
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
open an office in the country. The
agreement, the first with a Gulf state,
facilitates the transfer of personnel,
supplies and equipment to
Afghanistan. It will also make any
future NATO activity in Kuwait much
more effective. MP Adnan Abdulsamad
said the agreement should not violate
Kuwait’s sovereignty. The assembly
also approved a security cooperation
agreement with Iraq besides a number
of procedural agreements on avoiding
double taxation with a number of
countries.

In the first of a series of Ramadan
sessions, the National Assembly
approved budgets for eight establish-
ments and independent authorities and
is scheduled to continue approving
budgets for other bodies before clos-
ing the current term.

Following discussions, MPs voted to
approve the 2018/2019 budgets and
the 2016/2017 closing financial state-
ments for Public Authority of Industry,
the Zakat House, the Public Authority
for Housing Welfare, the Kuwait Ports
Authority, the communications author-
ity, the telecom and information tech-

nology commission, the Public
Authority for Applied Education and
Training, Kuwaiti Municipality and the
public authority for people with spe-
cial needs.

Head of the budgets committee MP
Adnan Abdulsamad said the budget of
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) has not been sent so far and this
threatens to delay closing the term.
MP Ali Al-Deqbasi said that any budg-
et should essentially serve to create
more jobs for Kuwaitis. He strongly
criticized the communications authori-
ty because of massive alleged viola-
tions in the newly established body.

Opposition MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf
called on the assembly to reject all the
budgets because of the large number
of violations committed. He also criti-
cized the communications authority
saying that it was established to be
used for the elite only.

MP Khaled Al-Oteibi said ministers
and senior officials are unable to deal
with more than 200 violations and
comments made from last year on the
budgets which is a very serious matter,
adding that the assembly should
strongly counter politically-motivated
appoints in key posts in the govern-
ment and its agencies.

MP Mohammad Al-Dallal charged
that several state bodies suffer from
mismanagement in running their
administration and investments and
we need to know if there is a real
supervision over Kuwait’s investments
overseas.

Head of the budgets committee
acknowledged that multi-billion
investments with several state agen-
cies like KPC need to be reevaluated,
adding that the State Audit Bureau
said it was increasing the number of its
personnel to be dispatched to review
such investments. 

Kuwait Airport
ready for
summer season
KUWAIT: The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said yesterday it
was carrying out refurbishments in
Terminal I of Kuwait International
Airport for the 2018 summer season.
DGCA temporarily stopped additional
flights of carriers and will allow airlines
to send bigger planes in exceptional
circumstances, Director General Yusuf
Al-Fozan said.

He noted that DGCA also transferred

15 percent of traffic to Sheikh Saad
Terminal (T3) and Al-Jazeera terminal
(T5). “We seek to transfer Kuwait
Airways flights to the new Terminal
Four (T4) by the end of this summer
season,” added Fozan.

This distribution, he said, would cre-
ate a relative balance among the four
terminals until the opening of Terminal
Two (T2) in 2022. Fozan said new self
check-in machines were installed, and
conveyor belts were modernized. New
seats were installed for the senior people
at the check-in counters, security check
points were increased from five to nine,
while immigration counters increased
from 10 to 22. DGCA, said Fozan, would
issue messages for the travelers through
social media. — KUNA

Seats installed for senior people at the check-in counters.

New self check-in machines.


