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Mali migrant ‘Spiderman’ saves 
a child, gets French citizenship  

Migrant climbs a 4-storey building with bare hands to save a child

By Teresa Lesher

PARIS: A Malian migrant who scaled a four-storey
Paris apartment bloc with his bare hands to save a
child was honored by French President Emmanuel
Macron yesterday and offered citizenship. Two days
after his daring Spiderman-style rescue - viewed mil-
lions of times online - Mamoudou Gassama was
received by Macron at the presidential palace. “You
have become an example because millions of people
have seen you. It is only right that the nation be grate-
ful,” Macron told the 22-year-old, adding that his
immigration status would be “put in order.”

During the meeting, Macron also proposed that
Gassama, who received a medal and certificate for
bravery, join the French fire service. “I was not thinking
of anything. I went straight up,” the sporty youth, who
wore jeans and a short-sleeved patterned shirt,
explained. “Bravo,” Macron replied. The act of heroism,
which was the top news item for most French websites
and television channels, comes as French lawmakers
debate a controversial bill that would speed up the
deportation of economic migrants and failed asylum-
seekers.

Gassama has been living illegally in France and
working in construction after arriving in the country in
September last year following a perilous journey from
his homeland to Libya then Italy. Macron, a centrist,
has taken a tough line on economic migrants fleeing
poverty rather than refugees escaping war or persecu-
tion. But Gassama’s “exceptional act of heroism” war-
ranted an “exceptional decision”, he said yesterday.
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The Quran, which was revealed in the month of
Ramadan, is a mirror into which every believer
should look to see if he can find his reflection.

Although many people consider themselves believers,
God has specific descriptions of who He considers
believers, and you can find them in the Quran.
Repeatedly, the Quran says that believers are those
who believe and do good works; these two phrases are
usually coupled. Believe in what?  

The Quran says, “All of them believe in Allah and His
angels and His books and His messengers, [saying], ‘We
make no distinction between any of His messengers.’
And they say, ‘We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your
forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destina-
tion.’” (2:285). Belief relates to things unseen - God who
shares His divinity with none, messengers who have
long passed away, the divine scripture, angels, and the
afterlife. Believing in things unseen is a criteria of faith.

But faith alone is not enough. So the Quran outlines
the deeds required of the faithful. They include, fore-
most, acts of worship, that train us in God-conscious-
ness, personal discipline and social responsibility. “The
believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, their
hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited
to them, it increases them in faith; and upon their Lord
they rely. Those who establish prayer and, from what
We have provided them, they spend. Those are the true
believers.” - (8:2-4).  

They enjoin what is right and they forbid what is
wrong, and establish (regular) prayer and give zakat,
and obey Allah and His messenger...”(9:71). These
actions, in addition to fasting in Ramadan and perform-
ing pilgrimage, are among the acts of worship expected
of a believer.

All divine religions encourage believers to develop
virtue, but never has virtue been so clearly described as
in the Quran.  Believing men and women are obedient,
truthful, patient, humble, charitable, fasting, modest, and
remember God much (33:35). 

They keep their trusts and promises (70:32). They
are forgiving and forbearing, even when insulted by
ignorant or heedless people. The Quran says, “The
believers are those who spend in charity during ease
and hardship and who restrain their anger and pardon
the people, for Allah loves the doers of good -” (3:134). 

The Quran also describes social etiquette and man-
ners of dealing with others. There are many manners
that believers should follow when dealing with others.
They include refraining from mocking and taunting
each other, calling others by nicknames, ridiculing or
laughing at others, looking down on others, making
negative assumptions about others, prying into others
people’s affairs and backbiting.  These are all outlined in
a single Surah (49), and many other verses describe
how good believers treat others.  

Especially among their family members, believers
adopt certain conduct described in the Quran. The par-
ents have a special status and should be revered.
Particularly when they are elderly, never should an
expression of impatience be uttered; instead, believers
are ordered to be generous in kind words to them, and
to pray for them. Husbands are to treat their wives with
generosity and kindness, and wives are to comply with
their husband’s wishes, all in the spirit of mutual coop-
eration and love. All these and more manners are out-
lined in the Quran.

We should not be solely concerned with the out-
ward appearance of belief, virtue and good deeds. We
should try our best to engage our hearts as well by
developing the positive emotions associated with them,
such as goodwill, humility, and forgiveness. When the
outward acts match our internal state, the effects are
bound to be positive. As the Quran says, “Virtue and
evil are not equal. If you respond to evil [deeds] with
that which is better, you will certainly find that your
enemy will become a devoted friend.” (41:34). Such
unexpected things happen when we fulfill the obliga-
tions of true belief. Ramadan, as a month-long training
course, is our golden opportunity to develop and per-
fect ourselves as the believers we were meant to be.  

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidarity.
For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net. 

Who are believers?

AMMAN: Jordanian singer Mohamed Wahib (center) sings with the Beit Al-
Ruwwad ensemble during a concert at Hussein Cultural Center in Amman. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: Young Palestinian men clash with Israeli soldiers in the Amari refugee
camp near Ramallah in the occupied West Bank after troops stormed the camp
yesterday. — AFP

RAMALLAH: The Israeli army raided a
Palestinian refugee camp in the occupied
West Bank yesterday, AFP journalists
said, in an apparent hunt for suspects in
the killing of a soldier. Dozens of Israeli
troops entered the Amari Refugee Camp
in Ramallah in the early hours of yester-
day, closing off all the entrances, AFP
journalists said. At least 13 Palestinians
were lightly or moderately injured during
the raid as clashes broke out, the
Palestinian Health Ministry said, with sol-

diers firing tear gas and bullets.
Residents said a number of

Palestinians were arrested, though there
was no immediate confirmation or state-
ment from the army. Israeli forces later
withdrew from the camp. It came days
after an Israeli soldier was killed during
a raid inside the camp. Sergeant Ronen
Lubarsky, 20, of the Duvdevan special
forces unit, was struck on the head by a
stone block thrown during an arrest raid
Thursday and died early Saturday.

Israeli media said the block was a gran-
ite slab dropped from a third-floor win-
dow. Those responsible were not arrested
at the time. Amari is located inside
Ramallah, seat of the Palestinian Authority,
in an area theoretically under the full con-
trol of the Palestinian government. — AFP

Israel army
raids West
Bank camp 

AMMAN: A group of musicians are
causing a sensation in Jordan by reviving
the golden age of Arab song-and not
one of them is under the age of 50. “I
would give you anything for the feast, my
angel.” Beshara Rabadi, 62, sang the line
to a enthusiastic crowd at a concert hall
in central Amman. Many instantly recog-
nized the song of famous Iraqi singer,
Nazem al-Ghazali, responding with
applause and singing the rest of the
phrase: “But you have everything. Should
I give you bracelets? I don’t want to tie
your hands.”

Beit Al-Ruwwad (The House of

Pioneers), founded in 2008, celebrates
the golden era of Arab music represent-
ed by Ghazali and legendary Egyptian
diva Umm Kulthum as well as Jordanian
folklore songs. The singers, some of them
in their 80s, wear dark suits and in some
cases sunglasses as they play a wide
range of instruments: oud (Arabian lute),
flute, drums and accordion. Each
Tuesday, they give a free concert at
Amman’s Al Hussein Cultural Center.
“Our goal is to preserve classical
Jordanian and Arab music and provide a
comfortable social space that supports
original art and artists,” said the group’s
founder and leader Sakher Hattar, 54.

A buzz spread throughout the audi-
ence as the group performed another
well-known song about a girl leaving her
family home to get married. Women
raised their hands while an older man
span a cane above his head and tried out
a few dance steps. (See Page 19)

Musicians 
revive Arab 
song

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah receives Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani and
his accompanying delegation yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday held an
Iftar (fast-breaking) banquet at Dasman Palace
in honor of visiting Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al Thani and his accompanying del-
egation. Earlier yesterday, Qatar’s Emir arrived
in Kuwait - leading an official delegation on a
brotherly visit to congratulate His Highness the
Amir on the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.
On arrival, Sheikh Tamim was received by His
Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Ali Al-Ghanim, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
and senior state officials.

The visiting delegation includes Qatari
Emir’s Personal Representative Sheikh Jassim
Bin Hamad Al Thani; Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Defense Affairs Dr Khalid
Bin Mohammad Al Attiyah; Chief of Amiri
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Bin Khalifa Al Thani and
other high ranking officials. — KUNA

Qatar’s Emir 
in Kuwait on a
brotherly visit

LONDON: Looking for a new way to give money to
charity as part of Ramadan? A mosque in Britain’s cap-
ital is willing to receive your donation - in bitcoin. The
Shacklewell Lane Mosque in Dalston, east London, has
decided to accept bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies
in a bid to widen its donor base and cut down on cur-
rency conversion fees, mosque leaders said. “For a
donor that already has a bitcoin or an ethereum
account, the effort of converting cryptocurrency into

say British pounds or dollars can be quite burdensome. 
The mosque effectively takes the burden on them-

selves,” said blockchain consultant Lukasz Musial, who
helped the mosque set up the technology. “For the
donor, it’s just the click of a button to transfer to an
account provided by the charity. From the mosque’s
perspective, it opens a new stream of donations coming
from all over the world,” Musial said. Egypt’s Grand
Mufti, the nation’s top Sunni Muslim official, said this
year bitcoin was not permitted according to Islamic
law, Egyptian media reported, but Shacklewell imam
Abdalla Adeyemi defended the mosque’s decision.

“Bitcoin is like any other currency. It’s ... accepted by
a group of people .... We ourselves are not trading.

Continued on Page 24

London mosque 
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LONDON: Photo shows a bitcoin. Looking for a new way
to give money to charity as part of Ramadan? A mosque
in Britain’s capital is willing to receive your donation -
in bitcoin.


