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Warriors crush Rockets, force game seven 
LOS ANGELES:  The Golden State Warriors showed
their championship mettle Saturday, roaring back to
rout the Houston Rockets 115-86 to force a decisive
game seven in the NBA Western Conference finals.

Klay Thompson scored 35 points, Stephen Curry
scored 29 and Kevin Durant added 23 as the Warriors
rallied from a 17-point first-quarter deficit to knot the
best-of-seven series at 3-3 — and keep their bid to
reach a fourth straight championship series alive.

“I don’t want to go home,” said Thompson, who
made nine three-pointers. “We worked too hard this
season to go home.” But in the early going it looked like
the Warriors would do just that. The Rockets, who led
the league with 65 regular season wins, ran roughshod
over Golden State in the opening quarter as they raced
to a 39-22 lead.

Houston’s Most Valuable Player candidate James
Harden dominated early, finishing with 32 points, nine
assists and seven rebounds. But the Warriors defense
clamped down on Harden in the second half and the

Rockets felt the absence of injured point guard Chris
Paul, who suffered a strained right hamstring in the
Rockets’ game-five victory.

“I thought Klay was amazing tonight, not just for 35
points and the nine threes, but his defense,” Warriors
coach Steve Kerr said. “The guy’s a machine.” The
Warriors showed signs of life in the second quarter,
putting together a 23-11 scoring run and trimming the
deficit to five points. But they trailed 61-51 at halftime.

Then came one of their trademark third-quarter
surges. Golden State opened the second half on an 11-0
scoring run, taking the lead for the first time since the
opening minutes when Curry drained a three-pointer
for a 62-61 advantage. Soon, the rout was on. “I think
the turnovers got them going,” said Houston coach
Mike D’Antoni, whose team finished with 21 turnovers.
“Then once you get them going and they get out of the
box-we didn’t communicate really well two or three
times, and then they just got on a roll. You get these
guys on a roll, and they can hurt you.”

‘A HEAD SCRATCHER’ 
Kerr was at a loss to explain the early defensive

lapses. “We lost people in transition. We didn’t commu-
nicate. We gave up wide-open threes,” he said. “It was
sort of a head scratcher. I was more worried about the
offense coming into the game than the defense. But the
defense eventually kicked in, and obviously that led to
transition, and the shotmaking in the second half was
just amazing.”

The Warriors outscored the Rockets 64-25 in the
second half, limiting Harden to 10 points after the
break. Eric Gordon, starting in place of Paul, scored just
three of his 19 points after the interval.

“I think once we settled down defensively and start-
ed staying with people and not making mistakes in
transition, then we wore them down a little bit,” Kerr
said. The lack of defensive focus that plagued Golden
State early was mirrored by the Rockets late.

“A lot of miscommunication,” Harden said. “That first
quarter we did a really good job of communicating, lim-

iting them on threes, just contesting everything, making
everything difficult.”

Although they couldn’t keep that up, Harden said,
the Rockets remain confident they can close out the
series on their home floor on Monday and return to the
NBA Finals for the first time since Houston won back-
to-back titles in 1994 and 1995.

“Nothing changes for us,” Harden said. “We know
what we have to do. We’re still confident. We’re a confi-
dent group. We’ve just got one chance.” Thompson said
the Warriors would be ready.

“Effort, intensity, passion, those three things and
playing smart,” he said of what it will take to beat the
Rockets on their home floor. “(If) we take the same
focus and execute the game plan like we should I have
all the confidence in the world in this team.”

The winner of the series will face either the
Cleveland Cavaliers or Boston Celtics in the NBA
Finals. Their Eastern Conference final is also tied at
three games apiece. — AFP

Warriors outscored Rockets 64-25 in second half

OAKLAND: Clint Capela #15 of the Houston Rockets grabs a rebound during Game Six of the Western Conference Finals in the 2018 NBA Playoffs against the Golden State Warriors at ORACLE Arena on Saturrday in Oakland,
California. — AFP

LONDON: Pakistan completed a convinc-
ing nine-wicket victory over England to win
the first Test at Lord’s with more than a day
to spare yesterday. Set a target of just 64 on
the fourth morning, Pakistan finished on 66
for one before lunch to go 1-0 up in this
two-match series ahead of next week’s sec-
ond Test at Headingley.

Imam-ul-Haq was 18 not out and Haris
Sohail 39 not out. England were undone by
two top-order batting collapses, slumping to
184 all out after winning the toss in their first
innings and declining to 160 for six in their
second before fifties from Jos Buttler and
Test debutant Dominic Bess prevented an
innings defeat.

This was England’s seventh loss in 10
Tests as their first match under new national
selector Ed Smith ended in a resounding

reverse.  What made this thrashing-just
England’s third defeat in any home Test that
started in May-all the more galling for Joe
Root’s side was that they were outplayed in
classic English conditions by a youthful
Pakistan side, whose batting, bowling and
fielding was markedly superior throughout.

England, resuming yesterday on 235 for
six in their second innings, lost their last four
wickets for just seven runs in 18 balls to be
bowled out for 242. “Not good enough, if I’m
being brutally honest,” said England captain
Root at the presentation ceremony. “We
were outperformed in all three departments.

“I thought Pakistan’s bowlers exploited
the conditions but we played some poor
shots and gave some wickets away and you
can’t afford to do that.”

By contrast, Pakistan skipper Sarfraz
Ahmed was delighted by the way his team
played, especially their disciplined bowling
display. “We have a very good bowling side.
They did a great job for us,” said the wick-
et-keeper. Sarfraz also paid tribute to the
influence of Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur,
with the South African having launched his
time in charge with a 2-2 series draw in
England in 2016.

“He’s told us to pitch it up to take wick-
ets in England,” explained Sarfraz.
Pakistan came into this match on the back
of a five-wicket win over Test debutants
Ireland at Dublin’s Malahide ground-a
match played in similar conditions to
those they found at Lord’s.

“The Malahide game was a very tough
game for us,” said Sarfraz. “Ireland played
really well.  “That is good practice before a
Lord’s Test match.” That England had not
already lost this match by an innings was
down to a century stand between the
recalled Buttler and newcomer Bess that
allowed England to resume Sunday on 235
for six, a lead of 56 runs.

Buttler was then 66 not out and Bess 55
not out. But eight balls into Sunday’s play
and having added only one more run, Buttler
was lbw to Mohammad Abbas for 67.
England were now 236 for seven and that
soon became 241 for eight, after the tourists
took the new ball, when Mark Wood edged
Mohammad Amir to wicket-keeper Sarfraz.  

Stuart Broad made his Test-best 169
against Pakistan at Lord’s in 2010 — a match
that became known for a spot-fixing ‘sting’
that saw three Pakistan players, including

Amir, jailed by an English court and given
five-year bans by the International Cricket
Council.

But Broad’s batting has gone downhill
since he was struck in the face by a bouncer

from India’s Varun Aaron in the fourth Test at
Old Trafford four years ago. And yesterday
he fell for a duck when prodding Abbas to
Sarfraz. The innings ended when Amir
knocked over Bess’s off-stump. — AFP

Pakistan thrash 
England to 
win first Test

LONDON: Pakistan’s Haris Sohail (R) jumps in the air after hitting the winning runs as
England’s Alastair Cook (L) looks on on the fourth day of the first international Test match
between England and Pakistan at Lord’s cricket ground in London yesterday. -— AFP


