
Dimitrov downs 
mystery man at 
Roland Garros, 
Svitolina through
PARIS:  Fourth seed Grigor Dimitrov
reached the French Open second round yes-
terday, even if he wasn’t exactly sure who he
was facing on the other side of the net.
Dimitrov had been drawn to face experienced
Viktor Troicki in the tournament opener on
Philippe Chatrier Court.

However, just before he was due to go on
court, Troicki withdrew with a back injury,
allowing Egyptian world number 182
Mohamed Safwat to make his Grand Slam
debut.  In the process, he became the first
Egyptian since Tamer El Sawy at the 1996 US
Open to feature in a major.

“I was warming up and my coach said, ‘hey
look’ and we saw up on the board that I was
playing a different opponent,” said 27-year-
old Dimitrov, a former Wimbledon semi-final-
ist who knew something of Safwat’s game
from matches during their junior days.

“I didn’t expect that. I found out about 30
minutes before, but it is what it is. You have to
be ready.” Safwat, 27, had lost in the final
round of qualifying to Guido Andreozzi of
Argentina last week in what was his eighth
futile attempt to make the main draw of the
majors.

He has won just one high-profile match in
2018 in the Davis Cup in February and his
career earnings of $350,000 pale in compari-
son to Dimitrov’s $15 million. There was a

world of difference between the two men on a
sun-kissed centre court yesterday in the first
two sets.

But Safwat, one of seven lucky losers in the
men’s draw, then overcame blisters on his
right hand to put up a solid challenge in the
third set before Dimitrov raced through the
tiebreaker for a 6-1, 6-4, 7-6 (7/1) win.
Dimitrov next faces either Jared Donaldson of
the United States or Chile’s Nicolas Jarry.

“I only heard I was playing an hour before
the match,” said Safwat.  “I was warming up, I
signed in as a lucky loser and I was told I
might be on court at 11 o’clock. “I dealt with it

as best I could. I had never set foot on that
court before.”

A rule change this year has helped the
cause of defeated qualifiers at the Slams. If a
player withdraws injured before their sched-
uled first-round match, they still receive half
the prize money while the lucky loser takes
the other half.

Defending champion Rafael Nadal, who
starts his campaign for an 11th Roland Garros
title on Monday, will also face a lucky loser.
Italy’s world 130 Simone Bolelli moved into
the draw after Ukraine’s Alexandr Dolgopolov
pulled out with a wrist injury. — AFP
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KIEV: Cristiano Ronaldo may have played his last
game for Real Madrid after winning a fourth
Champions League crown with the Spanish side in a 3-
1 victory over Liverpool on Saturday, saying he would
soon make an announcement on his future.

“Right now we need to enjoy ourselves but in the
next few days I’ll give an answer to the fans who have
always been by my side. It
was beautiful to be at Real
Madrid,” the Portugal for-
ward told television net-
work beIN Sports after the
game.

“The future of any
Madrid player is not impor-
tant, we have just made his-
tory.” Karim Benzema
scored Real’s opener while
substitute Gareth Bale
struck twice, including a
sensational overhead kick,
to seal a 13th European Cup win overall and their
fourth tit le in five years after Sadio Mane had
equalised for Liverpool.

Ronaldo, who is Real’s all-time top scorer, was
asked to clarify his comments but continued to give
ambiguous answers. “I don’t have any doubts, it’s not
important, I have to rest now, go and meet up with the
Portugal team and in the next few weeks (I’ll make an
announcement),” he added before he joins up with his
country’s World Cup squad for the tournament in
Russia.

The 33-year-old Ronaldo, who became the first
player to win five Champions League titles since the

competition changed format in 1992, including one
with Manchester United, reacted angrily when asked if
he was disappointed not to have scored.

“Who’s disappointed? Perhaps they need to change
the name of the Champions League to the CR7
Champions League. Who has the most titles and who
has the most goals?” said the Portuguese, who has

scored a record 120 goals in
the competition.

RONALDO WANTED
Real coach Zinedine

Zidane could not give an
answer when asked about
the timing of Ronaldo’s
comments and said he had
not spoken to the player
before the game about his
future.

“Cristiano has to stay no
matter what. We’ll see what

happens next, but for me he should stay,” said the
Frenchman.

Real captain Sergio Ramos also urged Ronaldo to
remain at the club but said his team mate had to make
clear what he meant.

“I’m sure Cris will speak at the end of the season. If
there’s something behind this, he should come and
clarify what it is today,” Ramos said.

“Cristiano is a key part of this team, he likes to feel
loved and we all want him to stay, he won’t find a bet-
ter place than here, he’s our superstar. “Everyone is
free to take a personal decision but I hope he stays
here for many years,” he added.

Ronaldo caused a stir last year a few days after Real
beat Juventus 4-1 in the final when Portuguese news-
paper A Bola reported that the forward wanted to
leave Madrid as he was not happy with how he had
been treated by the Spanish club.

Ronaldo’s desire for a new contract was believed to
be behind last year’s stories and he has still not signed
a new deal at Real, who he joined from United in a then
world record transfer worth 85.5 million pounds
($113.77 million). — Reuters

Ronaldo drops hint he may 
leave Real after final triumph 

Ronaldo, first player to win five Champions League titles

KIEV: Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo applauds supporters after the UEFA Champions
League final football match between Liverpool and Real Madrid at the Olympic Stadium in Kiev, Ukraine on
Saturday. — AFP

Salah injury
was crushing
blow, admits
Wijnaldum
KIEV: Georginio Wijnaldum admits
Mohamed Salah’s devastating shoul-
der injury was the decisive moment in
Liverpool’s painful Champions
League final loss to Real Madrid.
Jurgen Klopp’s side had made a
strong start to Saturday’s showdown
in Kiev before Salah was forced off
midway through the first half.

Liverpool’s Egypt forward-who
scored 44 goals in all competitions
this season-was injured after crashing
to the turf following a challenge with
Real’s Sergio Ramos. Salah walked off
in tears and Liverpool’s performance
suffered an immediate dip as his
team-mates struggled to adjust with-
out their talisman.

Real took full advantage, eventually

running out 3-1 winners thanks to two
errors by Liverpool goalkeeper Loris
Karius and a stunning overhead kick
by Gareth Bale. Reds midfielder
Wijnaldum conceded the loss of Salah
was setback from which they couldn’t
recover.

“I think it was a big blow for us, it
seemed like a big blow for us the way
the way we reacted after his injury,”
Wijnaldum said. “I think when he was
on the pitch we did it well for 25 min-
utes but (after the injury) there was
less than before.

“Those things happen and we had
to deal with it but it was difficult.”
Asked what Klopp said at half-time
the Dutch international added: “He
said that it looked like we were devas-
tated about Mo but we had to let it go
and change because it could not
change.

“Sometimes those things happen in
football. It is hugely frustrating but we
can’t change it.” Egypt’s team doctor
Mohamed Abou El-Ela said in a state-
ment that, according to information
from Liverpool’s medical staff, Salah
has sustained only ligament damage
and he remained optimistic he would
still feature in the World Cup. — AFP

After the pain, 
Liverpool need 
to invest to 
bridge the gap
KIEV: When the bitter disappointment and
pain of Saturday’s 3-1 Champions League final
loss to Real Madrid begins to ease Juergen
Klopp will be able to reflect on a magnificent
run in Europe but also on what he needs to do
next to take his team to the next level.

Liverpool finished second in Europe and
fourth in the Premier League and even a club
with such high expectations and rich history
can view that with a good deal of pride.
Events unfolded in the Ukrainian capital on
Saturday in a way which will, however, leave
Liverpool fans forever wondering if they
missed a great opportunity to clinch a sixth
European title.

The first-half exit of top-scorer Mohamed
Salah with injury and the two dreadful goal-
keeping errors from Loris Karius had a huge
impact on the outcome of the final, along with
a goal of uncommon brilliance from Real’s
Gareth Bale.

But Klopp, who has now lost his last six
finals as a coach, surely would not be fooled
into seeing the finale to the season purely in
terms of bad luck and individual errors. While
it was right and proper that his words after
the game regarding keeper Loris Karius’s

awful errors, which cost two goals, were sym-
pathetic and supportive, Klopp will no doubt
reflect on his decision-making over the goal-
keeper position.

There have long been questions over
whether German Karius, signed from Klopp’s
former club Mainz, and Belgian keeper Simon
Mignolet are of the standard required for a
team aiming to compete at the highest level.

The pair alternated as first choice before
Klopp decided, in January, to put his faith in
Karius. But the cold reality is that a club of
Liverpool’s stature and resources can do
much better than either custodian. 

It would be remarkable if they did not rec-
tify that situation in the close-season transfer
window. Just as the January signing of Virgil
van Dijk added much-needed strength, solidi-
ty and composure to a defence which has long
been questioned, so Liverpool will benefit sig-
nificantly from the arrival of a top class goal-
keeper.

REINFORCEMENT
The highlights reel of Liverpool’s season

will be full of wonderful goals from the
Egyptian genius Salah, the speedy Senagalese
Sadio Mane and crafty Brazilian Roberto
Firmino who combined to rip apart Porto,
Manchester City and AS Roma in the knock-
out stages of the Champions League.

But when Salah walked off the field in tears
suffering from a shoulder injury, Liverpool’s
only forward option on the bench was the
inexperienced 20-year-old Dominic Solanke. 

Klopp, therefore, opted for attacking mid-
fielder Adam Lallana, who due to injury had

started just three games this season and
played 16 minutes in the previous six weeks.
Because Liverpool play with three attackers -
and their system works so well with such an
approach - they surely need other high-quali-
ty options in that area.

The long season that awaits, competing on
multiple fronts as they hope to challenge
Manchester City for the Premier League title
next season, will require a squad that can
allow Salah and company to be rested at times
and covered for in times of injury.

Klopp has had some major successes in the
transfer market and will hope that the acquisi-
tion of 23-year-old Guinean central midfielder
Naby Keita from RB Leipzig will prove to be
as successful as the arrival of Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain from Arsenal.

The Englishman was injured for the final
and his powerful running and aggression were
missed at times, especially when the game
opened up in the second half. There are
doubts over the future of Emre Can with the
German midfielder’s contract about to expire
and if he does depart that will increase the
need for another quality midfielder to compli-
ment Jordan Henderson and James Milner,
who enjoyed excellent campaigns.

The agony of the loss at the NSC Olympic
Stadium and the need for Liverpool to have
more cover and greater options next season,
should not however diminish what has been an
outstanding season from Klopp’s team.

They played a type of attacking, positive
football that has been all too rare in the mod-
ern game and which won them the apprecia-
tion of neutrals across the world. — Reuters

The future of 
any Madrid 
player is not

important

PARIS: Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov plays a forehand return to Egypt’s Mohamed Safwat
during their men’s singles first round match on day one of The Roland Garros 2018
French Open tennis tournament in Paris yesterday. — AFP

NHL set for 
final between 
Knights and 
Capitals
WASHINGTON: A first-year Las Vegas
expansion team of NHL castoffs meets a
long-suffering Washington club with
superstar Alex Ovechkin in his first
championship series when the Stanley
Cup Final begins today.

The Vegas Golden Knights, who didn’t
begin assembling talent until last June,
made a stunning run to the best-of-seven
final behind goaltender Marc-Andre
Fleury, who backstopped Pittsburgh to
the trophy each of the past two years in
part by ousting Washington.

“I thought I was done with them for a
little bit,” Fleury said. “I guess not.” The
Knights would be the first debut team in
major US sports history to win the title.
Another first-year team, St. Louis,
reached the NHL Final in 1968 but from
an entire division of new clubs from
which one had to make it. “We’re just a
bunch of hockey players (that) wanted to
find a home and we did,” said Knights
center Jonathan Marchessault, who has
eight goals in 15 playoff games.

The Capitals have reached the final for
only the second time in their 43-season
history, 20 years after being swept by
Detroit in 1998. They had never reached
a conference final since until this month.

“We worked so hard for this to be
able to be in the final,” Capitals center
Nicklas Backstrom said. “It’s a great feel-

ing, especially the way we did it. It was
outstanding from everybody.” The
Capitals trailed in every playoff series but
battled back each time and now could
become Washington’s first major sport
champion since the NFL Redskins won
the 1992 Super Bowl.

Russia’s Ovechkin, a seven-time goals
leader in his 13 NHL seasons, marveled at
6,000 supporters cheering the Caps
after a final practice Saturday before
they departed for the opener in Vegas.

“It’s huge. The town is all in. The town
is excited,” Capitals captain Ovechkin
said. “The people get involved.” “It’s
awesome to see how into it they are, how
much they care and how much they want
to be a part of it,” added Caps forward
TJ Oshie. The Capitals are 8-2 in road
playoff games and led by 12 Ovechkin
goals while Evgeny Kuznetsov has 11.

MCPHEE BUILT BOTH TEAMS    
Both teams were assembled by

Knights general manager George
McPhee, who was the Capitals general
manager from 1997 to 2014. He brought
Ovechkin, Backstrom, goaltender Braden
Holtby and 10 other current players to
Washington before being fired in 2014,
then joined the Vegas organization in
2016. “It’s a little special actually
because of him,” Backstrom said. “He
was here for a long time and he drafted
all of us. So it will be a great challenge.  I
can’t wait for it.” Ovechkin, a left wing,
led the NHL with 49 goals this season
and brings a deadly slapshot and physi-
cal presence. “His one-timer and his
wrister, both of them are very tough,
very fast and quick. It’ll be a challenge,”
Fleury said of Ovechkin. “He brings the
best out of me.” — AFP


