
Rose stretches 
Fort Worth lead 
to four strokes
LOS ANGELES: Justin Rose got off to a
sizzling start in sweltering conditions
Saturday, then held on to push his PGA Fort
Worth Invitational lead to four shots with a
third-round 66. England’s Rose birdied four
of the first six holes at Colonial Country
Club, where temperatures reached 100
degrees Farenheit (38 C).

His 14-under par total of 196 put him four
clear of another US Open winner, Brooks
Koepka, and Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo.
After a two-putt birdie at the par-five first,
Rose drained putts of eight feet and 19 feet
at the second and third to separate himself
from the field.

“I’m happy with the way I played, obvi-
ously,” Rose said. “It was nice to get going,
nice to build up that lead. No one seemed to
do too much behind me today, so it felt like
it was in my hands to get as far ahead as I
could.”

Koepka, warming up for his defense of
the 2017 US Open crown at Shinnecock in
June, rolled in a 16-foot birdie putt at 18 to
seize a share of second with a three-under
par 67 for 200. With five birdies on the day
he overcame a double-bogey seven at the
11th-his second double at the par-five hole
this week.

Grillo, who started the day one shot off
Rose’s lead, couldn’t build much momentum.
He opened with eight straight pars before
his first birdie of the day at the ninth, then
played the back in even par with a birdie
and a bogey for a one-under 69.

It was a further two strokes back to a
group headed by world number four Jon
Rahm of Spain, who birdied five of the first
eight holes-including three in a row from the
sixth through the eighth-en route to a six-
under 64.

He was joined on 202 by Canadian rookie
Corey Conners, who had eight birdies in a
seen-under par 63, as well as South African
Louis Oosthuizen (64), JT Poston (65) and
Ryan Armour (66). Rose, who also birdied
six and 11, made his lone bogey with a
three-putt from the fringe at 16. He admitted
that he struggled with the heat in the latter
stages of his round.

“I really felt I was battling the golf course
and my concentration a little bit,” said Rose,
whose most recent win came in December’s
Indonesian Masters.  “It was kind of tough
to finish it off in the heat today.”

11 BAFFLES KOEPKA 
Koepka, playing his fourth tournament

since he was sidelined for 15 weeks with a
wrist injury, said he played “OK.” “I’m put-

ting really well,” he said. “Eleven has my
number this week-I don’t know what’s going
on. Two doubles there, a par-five I need to
be eating it up. If I can just figure out a way
to play that hole I should be just fine.”

Rose, the 2013 US Open winner and 2016
Olympic gold medalist, notched victories in
Turkey and Shanghai last year, his victory in
the WGC-HSBC Champions counting
toward this season’s PGA Tour win tally.

The 37-year-old said taking a four-shot
lead into the final round would be a balanc-
ing act. “You’re always kind of caught
between trying to go out and play great and
trying to not make mistakes,” he said, but
added that he couldn’t afford to be too con-
servative. “I feel like there’s a score in this
golf course. I’ve got to expect the chasing
pack to play well.” — AFP

MONACO: Formula One aims to have new
engine regulations for 2021 drawn by the
end of June after a meeting with teams at
the Monaco Grand Prix. Commercial rights
holders Liberty Media and the governing
FIA sat down with teams for an update on
future plans and Mercedes F1 boss Toto
Wolff told reporters progress had been
made in some areas.

“I think on the engine regulations we
are pretty close on being able to tick
the box,” said the Austrian when asked
what had transpired from Friday’s meet-
ing in the Mediterranean principality.

“The only major thing which we
need to solve is that we are still spend-
ing a lot on engine development and
what we need to avoid is double spend-
ing over the next years, continuing to
develop the current engine and also
doing the new one.”

Wolff said concessions had been made
from Mercedes’ standpoint, with acceptance
that the MGU-H - one of the two motor
generator units on the current V6 turbo
hybrid engine - would have to go. The

engines would be louder, higher-revving
and less fuel-limited.

“It’s not the most sustainable message
we’re sending out but we can understand
that from a spectacle standpoint it is some-
thing you need to consider and accept,” said
Wolff. Formula One announced in April it
wanted to have cost caps and a more bal-

anced distribution of revenues for the next
cycle after the current team contracts and
engine regulations expire at the end of
2020.

It also wants engines to be simpler and

louder, addressing a grievance from many
fans about the current power units. A five
point plan, outlining key initiatives, was put
to teams at the Bahrain Grand Prix. 

Ferrari, who receive special payments,
have warned they could leave if changes go
against their interests. Ferrari chairman
Sergio Marchionne recently sounded a

more conciliatory message, however,
saying he was encouraged particularly
by a “change in attitude” over the engine
proposals.  

“I see some commonsense on the
table. It was a productive discussion,”
said Wolff of the latest developments.
“There are still areas where we are very
far away. But it is moving forward in a
constructive, structured process.”

Regarding cost caps, he said Liberty
had recognised that there needed to be a
gradual process rather than any sudden

imposition. “It needs to go over several
years and it needs to consider the various
structures that have been put in place and
they are taking our feedback on board,”
said Wolff. — Reuters
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Toto Wolff (left) with Lewis Hamilton.

LOS ANGELES: International
Boxing Federation super flyweight
champion Jerwin Ancajas beat Jonas
Sultan by unanimous decision on
Saturday in the first all-Filipino world
title fight in 93 years. Judges in Fresno,
California, awarded the verdict to
Ancajas by scores of 119-109, 119-109
and 117-111 as the southpaw improved
to 30-1-1 while Sultan fell to 14-4.

Ancajas stretched his win streak to
17 fights by successfully defending his
title for the fifth time in the matchup
of 26-year-old compatriots. Sultan
was the first rival who went the dis-
tance against Ancajas since his unani-
mous decision over Puerto Rican
southpaw McJoe Arroyo in 2016 to
take the title.

Sultan, whose win streak was
stopped at five, had decisioned former
world champion John Riel Casimero

last September for his title chance. It
was the first all-Filipino world title
fight since 1925 in Manila, when
Pancho Villa kept his world flyweight
title with a unanimous decision over
Clever Sencio, taking the last victory
of his career.

World Boxing Association super
flyweight champion Khalid Yafai of
Britain remained unbeaten, stopping
Mexican rival David Carmona after
seven rounds on the undercard. Yafai,
making his US debut, rose to 24-0
with his 15th stoppage inside the dis-
tance while Carmona fell to 21-6 with
five drawn.

The 28-year-old English son of
Yemeni parents risked losing his title
for a third time, but because Carmona
weighed in above the 115-pound
weight limit, he couldn’t have claimed
the crown even with a victory. — AFP

Ancajas downs Sultan in
all-Filipino world boxing bout

Jerwin Ancajas (right) retained his title with a unanimous decision over manda-
tory challenger Jonas Sultan. 

Lexus sweeps two
podium finishes at
Autobacs Super 
GT 500 series 
TOKYO: Extending its stunning performance at the 2018
Autobacs Super GT 500 series, Lexus claimed two podi-
um finishes in the second round of the GT500 class held
recently at Fuji Speedway. The No. 39 Lexus LC 500
Denso Kobelco Sard, co-piloted by Heikki Kovalainen
and Sho Tsuboi, finished second, while the No. 38 Lexus
LC 500 Zent Cerumo, driven by Yuji Tachikawa and
Hiroaki Ishiura, scored third place in the closely-fought
500-km race.

“I congratulate the teams on their outstanding per-
formance. These podium finishes add to our proven track
record in motorsports. The DNA from our racing prod-
ucts trickles down to our production vehicles, helping us
develop ever-better cars by harnessing innovations in
performance and safety to further enhance the driving
experience for our valued customers,” said Yugo
Miyamoto, Chief Representative, Middle East and North
Africa Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation.”I would like to express my sincere gratitude
to all our fans for their constant encouragement of our
racing initiatives.”

The drama-filled race got underway with the No. 38
Lexus LC 500 Zent Cerumo, driven by Yuji Tachikawa, in
the lead until the team was passed by the No. 23 rival car
on the Dunlop Corner of the opening lap. After that, the
early stages of the race saw the leading No. 23 rival car

being chased by three Lexus LC500s; the No. 36 Lexus
LC 500 au TOM’S, with James Rossiter at the wheel, the
No. 39 Lexus LC 500 Denso Kobelco Sard, driven by
Heikki Kovalainen, and No. 6 Lexus LC 500 WAKO’S
4CR, with Kazuya Oshima in control.

Running in the lead, the No. 23 made an effort to put
more distance between itself and the rest of the pack.
But the No. 39 Lexus LC 500 Denso Kobelco Sard, with
Heikki Kovalainen at the wheel, managed to pass the
competitor car on the 23rd lap and grab the lead.

After maintaining its lead until the 37th lap before
returning to the pit and making its driver change, the No.
39 Lexus LC 500 Denso Kobelco Sard returned to the
race still in the lead. And with Sho Tsuboi now driving, it
continued its fast pace in the second stint. Despite being
a GT500 class debutant, Tsuboi ran with consummate
skill, passing one back marker after another as he met
them. In terms of lap times as well, he held his own. For 38
laps, Tsuboi maintained a 5- to 7-second lead over the
No. 23 following in second place before making the sec-
ond pit stop on lap 75 and turning over the No. 39 Lexus
LC 500 Denso Kobelco Sard to his teammate, Heikki
Kovalainen, for the final stint. The exciting battle between
the No 39 Lexus LC 500 Denso Kobelco Sard and the
No. 23 ensued in a tight contest until the rival car over-
took the Lexus machine after its pit stop. 

The No 39 Lexus LC 500 Denso Kobelco Sard, driven
by Heikki Kovalainen and Sho Tsuboi, ultimately finished
second, putting Sho Tsuboi on the podium in his very first
GT500 race, while the pole-starting No. 38 Lexus LC
500 Zent Cerumo, co-piloted by Yuji Tachikawa and
Hiroaki Ishiura, came in the third place. Meanwhile, the
No. 36 Lexus LC 500 auTOM’S, driven by James
Rossiter and Yuhi Sekiguchi, and the No. 6 Lexus LC 500
WAKO’S 4CR, with Kazuya Oshima and Felix Rosenqvist
at the wheel, secured fourth and fifth places in the race,
respectively.

Justin Rose


