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The dispute has evaded mediation attempts by
Kuwait and Washington, which has strong alliances
with both sides and fears the split among Sunni Muslim
US allies could benefit Iran in a decades-old tussle for
influence in the Middle East. Bahrain’s foreign minister
said Qatar was prolonging the crisis by taking its case

to Western allies, instead of dealing with it inside the
Gulf Arab bloc.

“We were expecting from the beginning of the crisis
with Qatar that the Emir of Qatar would go to Saudi
(Arabia) but this did not happen,” he told the pan-Arab
newspaper. Saudi and UAE officials have said that
Doha has yet to meet 13 demands made by the four
states, including closing the state-funded Al Jazeera tel-
evision station and reducing ties to Iran. UAE Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash said last
week on Twitter that Qatar had not dealt wisely with
those demands: “Perhaps the passing of a year of the
boycott will produce a new thought and a wiser
approach from Doha”. — Agencies 

Qatar bans UAE,
Saudi goods...
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A further eight Indian sailors remain missing. The
southeastern part of the island remains cut off, but
authorities are working to access the area and assess
damage, Mahrous said. Around 1,000 families on
Socotra, with a population of around 60,000, were
evacuated after their homes were damaged. The main
road linking the airport to Hadibo, the island’s main city,
has been reopened, Mahrous said.

Oman’s meteorology directorate announced late
Saturday that “the direct effects of the tropical system
are over.” Cyclone Mekunu has now been downgraded
to the category of “deep depression”.  Late Saturday it
struck Saudi Arabia’s Empty Quarter, one of the world’s
most arid deserts, with ongoing heavy rains and strong
winds.  The Saudi meteorological authority said on
Twitter Sunday that winds blew at 60 kilometers per
hour, kicking up blinding dust storms. Rains are expect-

ed to continue for two more days, drenching the area
with more than 100 millimeters of rain, almost six times
its annual average, Amman-based weather experts
WASM said on Twitter. 

Meanwhile, Oman yesterday advised all private sec-
tor establishments in Dhofar region to shut down for
three days after Cyclone Mekunu hit the southern part,
causing extensive damage that halted operations at
Salalah port. The Labor Ministry declared a three-day
holiday for companies and establishments in the private
sector, state news agency ONA reported. The central
bank, meanwhile, issued a circular announcing a three-
day holiday starting on Sunday for money exchange
houses, banks, finance and leasing companies in Dhofar.

Cyclone Mekunu hit southern Yemen and the coast
of neighboring Oman over the weekend, resulting in
several fatalities. Salalah Port Services Co said that
operations at the port had been halted because of the
damage caused by the cyclone and that it would take a
minimum of 72 hours to “make the port safe”.
Sembcorp Salalah Water and Power Co, which operates
an electricity generation and seawater desalination
plant in Oman, said its water production plant had been
shut down temporarily owing to rough seas because of
a tropical storm.— Agencies 
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Israeli fire in the Gaza Strip since mass protests and
clashes broke out on March 30, according to figures
from the Gazan health ministry.

No Israelis have been killed during that time.
Low-level demonstrations along the border have
continued since protests peaked on May 14, when at
least 61 Palestinians died as tens of thousands of
Gazans protested and clashes erupted over the US
moving its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Israel
says its actions are necessary to defend the border
and stop mass incursions into its territory. It accuses
Hamas, with whom it has fought three wars since
2008, of seeking to use the protests as cover to car-
ry out violence. — AFP 
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helped his army recapture swathes of territory since
2015 by providing air strikes and ground troops. There
are also widespread reports of private Russian merce-
naries on the ground. Moscow’s defense ministry said
yesterday four of its servicemen were killed in clashes in
Deir Ezzor. Two were military advisers supporting Syrian
artillery operations and died immediately, and another
two died of their wounds in a Russian-operated military
hospital in Syria.  Three others were wounded.

Russia did not specify when, where, or whether IS
was involved, but it appeared to be the same incident as
the IS attack reported near Mayadeen. The jihadist
group itself claimed it attacked regime forces in eastern
Syria on Wednesday. The assault was the largest in
series of IS guerilla raids on regime positions this week.
On Tuesday, 26 regime forces were killed in a surprise IS
attack in desert areas of the neighboring province of
Homs, according to the Observatory. And a pair of IS
assaults between Saturday night and yesterday morning
killed at least 11 pro-regime forces in Deir Ezzor. “The
latest attack brings to 76 the number of Syrian troops
and allied Iranian and Russian forces killed since the
escalation,” Abdel Rahman said yesterday.

He said the uptick came the day after the last IS fight-
ers were bussed out of southern parts of Syria’s capital
Damascus, including the ravaged Palestinian camp of
Yarmuk, in a negotiated withdrawal. Many headed
towards the Badiya, the stretch of Syrian desert extend-

ing from Homs province through Deir Ezzor to the east-
ern border with Iraq. The Observatory said the evacuat-
ed fighters were actively involved in the recent attacks.
“IS is trying to take the initiative and show it can still
threaten the regime and its allies despite the losses it
suffered in other areas,” said Abdel Rahman.
Government positions in the Badiya make for an easy
target: they are few and far between, so reinforcements
take a long time to arrive.

Russian-backed Syrian troops hold the western half
of Deir Ezzor province, which is divided diagonally by
the Euphrates River. US-backed fighters hold the east
bank. The river is meant to serve as a de-confliction line
to prevent the two sides from clashing as they pursue
separate assaults against IS. A Syrian military source
based in the east told AFP that Assad’s troops had
cleared large parts of territory from IS, which was now
lashing out. “Daesh wants to hinder the army’s combing
operations in the Badiya by waging these intermittent
attacks,” said the source, using the Arabic acronym for
IS. It confirmed Russian military advisers were present
during Wednesday’s attack and were among those killed.

Russia’s government officially acknowledges that 92
soldiers have been killed in Syria, although some esti-
mate the number is even higher. The highest casualties
were in March, when a transport plane crashed at
Hmeimim airbase where Moscow’s airforce is based,
killing all 39 people on board. Yesterday, a local Russian
newspaper in the Siberian city of Chita reported on the
funerals of four soldiers it said were killed in Syria on
May 23. The international group Conflict Intelligence
Team said up to six Russian soldiers could have been
killed in the attack, quoting social media reports of a
funeral for a Russian soldier that took place in the
Western Russian city of Smolensk this week. — AFP 

Russia fighters
among dozens...

JERUSALEM: Palestinian worshippers pray in Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

CAIRO: Egyptians held their breath yesterday amid
fears star striker Mohamed Salah could miss the World
Cup after suffering an injury when wrestled to the
ground by Real Madrid captain Sergio Ramos in the
Champions League final. Ramos, who locked arms with
Salah before falling on top of the forward’s shoulder,
became an instant hate figure for millions of Egyptians
on social media, as well as the thousands who watched
the game live at cafes. “Ramos the Dog”, “Animal”, “We
will take revenge”, “Dirty” and many more insults were
thrown at Ramos on social media following Real’s 3-1
win over Liverpool in Kiev.

Salah left the pitch in tears holding his shoulder after
just half an hour, a sight that prompted some Egyptians
to burst into tears. Reported to have suffered a sprain in
his shoulder ligaments, Salah remains doubtful for the
World Cup in Russia, with the clock ticking before
Egypt’s first game against Uruguay on June 15. If the
vitriol targeting Ramos seems exaggerated, it reflects
how vital the speedy striker has become for his national
team ahead of this summer’s World Cup.

The 25-year-old scored 44 goals in all competitions
for Liverpool last season, a tally that earned him the
Golden Boot for Europe’s top scorer and the
Professional Footballers’ Association Player of the Year.
Without him, Egypt’s chances are “almost non-existent”,
said Karim Said, editor-in-chief of YallaKora, a football-
focused website. “The (team’s) attack is mainly based on
Salah,” said Said. Thanks to Salah, who has become a
source of pride for millions across the 

Arab world, Egyptians were looking to the World Cup
with hope and enthusiasm. Ramos’s dubious tackle, which
went unpunished by match referee Milorad Mazic,
prompted one furious fan watching the game to yell

“Dirty guy” at the Spaniard, although his screams were
drowned out by a sea of other insults. On Sunday morn-
ing, the headline on Egyptian newspaper El Watan said it
was reverting Ramos’s fate to God, in a tone echoed on
social media networks.

Ramos’s Facebook and Twitter accounts have been
flooded with insults in Arabic and English, some even
translated into Spanish. A petition was even launched on
the change.org platform, calling on FIFA and UEFA to
punish Ramos for “intentionally hurting Mohamed
Salah”.  The petition has collected more than 111,000
signatures. Ramos sent Salah a “Get Well Soon” Twitter
message, adding he regretted that football “sometimes
(shows) its bad side”, but “above all, we are comrades”.

Despite the anger some Egyptians remain optimistic,
taking the incident with the philosophy of the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan. “He will participate in the
World Cup and everything will be fine, God willing,”
said Mahmoud Saad, a Salah and Real Madrid fan, as he
watched the match at a cafe in downtown Cairo. News
of Salah’s misfortune even prompted President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi to tweet: “My heartfelt wishes to the
Egyptian champion Mohamed Salah for a speedy
recovery from his injury, and I hope he returns to the
field soon and remains a shining Egyptian star.”

Egypt’s national team doctor Mohamed Abou Al-Ela
remains optimistic on Salah’s chances officials at
Liverpool assured them no bones were broken, the
Egyptian Football Associated said Saturday. The
Egyptian Minister Youth and Sports Khaled Abd Elaziz
also expressed optimism. “Mohamed Salah, God willing,
will be on the national team list for the World Cup,
which is to be announced on June 4,” Abd Elaziz said on
Facebook. — AFP

Hope for Salah as angry Egyptians 
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KIEV: Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah (right) falls with Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Sergio
Ramos leading to Salah being injured during the UEFA Champions League final football match between
Liverpool and Real Madrid at the Olympic Stadium in Kiev, Ukraine, on May 26, 2018. — AFP 


