
Pete Waterman and Kylie Minogue
once spent an evening driving
around Wales looking for her grand-

mother’s house. The producer - who, along
with songwriting and producing partners
Mike Stock and Matt Aitken, worked with
the singer early in her pop career - admit-
ted it was one of the strangest evenings he
had. He exclusively told BANG Showbiz:
“When we were in the Welsh valleys look-
ing for her grandmother because her gran
is Welsh. We were on tour and Kylie was
desperate to find her grandmother’s house.
“It was funny, we’re on tour looking for this
house. I was thinking, ‘I’m not sure we
should be doing this.’ We did find it, if I
remember right. She never knocked on the
door, she just wanted to the house some of
her roots. That was a bizarre evening.”
Stock, Aitken and Waterman - who have
written and produced with some of the

biggest acts in pop - first worked with
Kylie in the late 1980, starting with her
global hit ‘I Should Be So Lucky’.

Now, the Australian hitmaker is sup-
porting her new country album ‘Golden’,
and Waterman, 71, is delighted to see her
branching out. He added: “She’s great, for
me it’s like watching my kids off in the
world doing alright.” The songwriting trio
also worked with Rick Astley, and
Waterman has enjoyed seeing him blossom
over the past 30 years after first signing
with the team. He gushed: “Rick has taken
50 years to find himself, and when he did,
everyone was like, ‘My god, he’s amazing.’
And I was like, ‘I told you!’ “When he was
18 he was amazing. Rick’s fantastic, he
goes out and does a great show in which
he sings his new songs and he sings the
songs he did with Stock, Aitken and
Waterman. “He loves the audience, he

jokes, he’s not frightened to take the mick-
ey out of himself and he’s become an all
round entertainer, which is fantastic. To me,

he’s one of the best singers that there’s
ever been. Rick Astley can sing whatever
he wants to sing, he’s bloody brilliant.”

And Waterman also shed some like on
what made the artists they’ve worked
with so specia l , and how they have
developed as performers and musicians.
He explained: “We [Stock, Aitken and
Waterman]  worked with people we
wanted to work with and when you work
with Donna Summer, or Bananarama, or
Kylie, or Rick Astley, they all believe in
what they’re doing and it was a pleasure
to work with them ... The guys that we
taught are doing it for themselves.” Pete
is  heading out  on tour with his  ‘An
Evening with Pete Waterman’ one-man
tour. — Bang Showbiz
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Australian singer Kylie
Minogue poses during a

photocall upon arrival for the
2018 Echo Music Awards

ceremony in Berlin. — AFP 

File photo shows actor Morgan Freeman participates in the
“The Story of God” panel at the National Geographic Channel
2016 Winter TCA in Pasadena, Calif. — AP

From teenage soap sensation to pop royalty,
over Kylie Minogue’s three-decade career
she has sold 80 million records, survived

breast cancer and become a gay icon whose fan-
base spans generations. The pint-sized Aussie
superstar celebrates her 50th birthday on
Monday, another milestone for the singer who is
one of the few celebrities known simply by their
first name. To mark the occasion Kylie has said
she is planning “an extravaganza” with friends in
London, where she is based-and if her litany of
hits including “I Should Be So Lucky” and “Can’t
Get You Out Of My Head” is anything to go by,
she will have no trouble getting the party started.

Born in Melbourne on May 28, 1968, Kylie has
defied critics who once wrote her off as a
“singing budgie” to establish herself as one of
Australia’s biggest cultural exports and an inter-
national sex symbol. “Kylie is a star that has
become iconic outside of just singing,” Australian
fashion expert Paula Joye told AFP of the coun-
try’s highest-selling artist of all time. “She’s
become part of the fabric of Australian culture.”

Kylie was just 11 when she appeared in the tel-
evision series “Skyways”, but is best known for
her star turn as Charlene in long-running soap
opera “Neighbors” from 1986 to 1988. She and
her co-star Jason Donovan won popularity as an
on-screen couple and were secretly a real-life
item at the same time, although their romance did
not last. Her first single-a cover of 1960s Little

Eva hit “Locomotion”-reached number one in
Australia in 1987 and became a global hit, launch-
ing the girl-next-door’s new career as a pop star
and, later, dance diva.

She teamed up with Donovan for 1988 duet
“Especially For You”, which sold more than a mil-
lion copies in Britain alone and topped the charts
across Europe and Australasia. While Jason’s
career since then has seen him star in musicals
and speak frankly about his struggles with drug
addiction, Kylie went on to record top-selling sin-
gles such as “Better the Devil You Know”,
“Spinning Around” and “All The Lovers”-per-
forming them around the world in glitzy showgirl
outfits.

“On stage, she always looks like a giant
sequin,” said Australian fan Troy Lester, who pur-
sued a career in costume design and fashion after
falling in love with Kylie’s costumes. “It’s incredi-
ble that you can be this little ball of energy and
sparkle so much... She’s a little pocket rocket that
just keeps going and it’s great to have that kind of
positivity in your life.”

Gay icon 
Kylie’s high-energy performances and feel-

good pop tunes are still a winning formula,
according to veteran music journalist Jenny
Valentish. “She’s dazzling, an all-rounder enter-
tainer. In a previous time, she would have been a
dancing girl probably going around Australia in

the gold rush age (of the 1850s) entertaining the
miners,” Valentish said. The pop princess has long
had a big LGBTI following and has often graced
Sydney’s annual Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras
parade.

In 2016, Kylie and her then-fiance British actor
Joshua Sasse wore “Say ‘I Do’ Down Under” t-
shirts in support of same-sex marriage at
Australia’s top music awards. Fan Owen
Lambourn, who goes by the moniker Owen
Minogue on Twitter, recalled how her career
kicked off during the AIDS epidemic of the 1980s.
“A lot of high-profile people steered clear of the
community because there was that stigma that
you were endorsing death, but she looked at
everybody as being human,” Lambourn told AFP.

“She’s a great icon and an ambassador for uni-
versal love.” The singer was also outspoken about
her battle with breast cancer in 2005, which
forced her to cancel her headline slot at Britain’s
Glastonbury Festival. She was given the all-clear
a year later and has helped to raise awareness of
the need for women to undergo screening for the
disease, even in their 30s. Aside from these cam-
paigns, Minogue has kept much of her personal
life under wraps, although her numerous
boyfriends-including late INXS rocker Michael
Hutchence and French actor Olivier Martinez-
have been tabloid fodder over the decades.

She’s showing no signs of slowing down and
released new album “Golden”-her 14th-this

year, making number one in both Australia and
Britain. “I am very aware and thankful that this
is a good time in my life,” she recently told the
Sydney Morning Herald. “I know I have worked
for it and I have paid for it and so I am enjoying
it, between my schedules and trying to take care
of myself as well.” — AFP

Golden age for Kylie as Australia’s pop princess turns 50

Morgan Freeman
says he did not 
assault women

Morgan Freeman says he likes to compliment peo-
ple to make them feel at ease around him but
that he has never sexually assaulted women. The

Academy Award-winning actor is fighting back against
charges of bad behavior made by multiple women in a
CNN report this week. He said in a statement late Friday
that the report has devastated him and that “it is not right
to equate horrific incidents of sexual assault with mis-
placed compliments or humor.”

Following the report, Visa announced it was suspending
all of its marketing that features the actor’s voice. CNN’s
story includes one movie production assistant who said
Freeman unsuccessfully tried to lift her skirt. Other women
talked about unwanted touching on their backs and shoul-
ders. Mostly, Freeman’s accusers say he would comment
about their bodies or clothes or make them uncomfortable
by staring. A male former employee of Freeman’s production
company said the 80-year-old actor would behave like a
“creepy uncle.”

One of the article’s authors, Chloe Melas, began working
on it following a press junket where she said Freeman
clasped her hand, looked her up and down and made com-
ments like, “you are ripe.” “I admit that I am someone who
feels a need to try to make women, and men, feel appreciat-
ed and at ease around me,” Freeman said. “As a part of that,
I would often try to joke with and compliment women, in
what I thought was a light-hearted and humorous way.
Clearly I was not always coming across the way I intended.”

He said that he did not assault women, create unsafe
work environments or offer employment or advancement in
exchange for sex. His reference to equating his behavior
with others was unclear. The accusations against Freeman
came out the same day word spread that New York City
authorities were filing rape charges against disgraced
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein. Freeman’s statement
was reminiscent of an email written by longtime television
anchor Tom Brokaw sent to friends recently after a former
colleague had accused him of unwanted sexual advances. “I
am devastated that 80 years of my life is at risk of being
undermined, in the blink of an eye, by Thursday’s media
reports,” Freeman said. Freeman won the 2005 Oscar for
best supporting actor for “Million Dollar Baby.” —AP

Pete Waterman reveals bizarre Kylie Minogue road trip

The 44-year-old supermodel would
love to see her ‘America’s Got Talent’
co-judge Mel B on stage at the show,

along with her bandmates Victoria
Beckham, Geri Horner, Emma Bunton and
Mel C - and if that were to happen, she’d
be straight up alongside them. She said:
“I’d vote yes on them performing! And if
that happens, there might be an extra
Spice Girl joining them. “Honestly, I think
everyone wants them to be back.” Heidi
has a great time working on the show
alongside Mel, Simon Cowell, Howie
Mandel and host Tyra Banks, and they
always have fun when filming stops.

She said: “Me and the judges knew
each other from before and we’ve defi-
nitely al l  grown closer on the show
because we’re filming such long days.
“We’ve seen each other at our best and
worst! “Mel has loud speakers in her
dressing room, so we have a dance party
and get ourselves r i led up.” The
Germany beauty - who raises children
Leni, 14, Henry, 12, Johan, 11, and eight-
year-old Lou with ex-husband Seal -
also hosts ‘Project Runway’ and
‘Germany’s Next Top Model’ but finds
‘AGT’ her “easiest” job because she’s not
working behind the scenes.

She told Closer magazine: “For me,
‘America’s Got Talent’ is probably the
easiest one to do because I don’t pro-
duce it, I don’t have to look at the cut
before it airs, I don’t have to prep for the
show and I don’t have to come up with a

concept or ideas - none of that stuff. “I
just show up and I get to see amazing
talent and judge that. “With everything
else, I have to do way more. Before, dur-
ing, and after.”— Bang Showbiz

Heidi Klum wants to
join Spice Girls 

Charli XCX
defends Girls
collaboration 

Charli XCX has defended Rita Ora
over her track ‘Girls’. The 25-year-
old singer features on her pal Rita’s

new track, and has now weighed in on the
controversy it has received, after some
critics slammed it for its depiction of
bisexuality. But Charli - who appears on
the song alongside Bebe Rexha and Cardi
B - has said that whilst she understands
the concerns of the LGBT community, she
knows Rita was speaking about her own
experiences with women in the track, and
insists the song was never intended to be
“exploitative”. She said: “I think the con-
versation and dialogue around this song is
really important. I try so hard to be as
involved with the LGBTQ community as
possible. 

Without that community, my career
would not really be anything. “I know
from when Rita invited me to be a part of
the song, this song was about a specific
experience that she had with a woman.  “I
know that Rita’s had extremely meaningful
relationships with both men and women.
She really does have every right to tell her
story because she’s not doing it from an
exploitative viewpoint: she’s been with
women and had relationships with women.
She’s had relationships with men too. I
don’t understand why her story is less
valid than anybody else’s.”

The ‘Boys’ singer still feels proud of
her work on the track as she was happy to

support her close pal, but apologized to
anyone who has felt “offended” by the
song. Speaking to Rolling Stone magazine,
she added: “I just really want to learn
from this situation. I think that’s something
we can all do: we can all learn from this
conversation. It would be great to contin-
ue this dialogue in a positive way - not in
an attacking way - so that people can
learn about people’s feelings, about peo-
ple’s sexualities and viewpoints. We can
learn to not judge people before we get
all the information. We can learn how cer-
tain words might make certain communi-
ties sad or upset.—Bang Showbiz

Ulysse Nardin has chosen Farfetch.com for its first
online launch, and presents a special edition of the
blue Marine Torpilleur, exclusively available on the

website of the international online luxury retailer. This new
piece, with a subtly crafted dial, joins the ranks of the popu-
lar Marine Torpilleur that was launched in 2017 and is initial-
ly available in two more classic versions: a white dial with
black indexes and a blue dial with white indexes. On the
FARFETCH MARINE TORPILLEUR, you will find layered
pink gold coloring. Sober and elegant, it gives a more
refined look to the piece overall, accentuating the contrast
with the 42 mm steel case. The pink gold brings out the dial’s
shimmering, iconic blue. In the same vein, the pear-shaped
hands are no longer rhodiumized, but pink gold colored. 

The power reserve indicator at 12 o’clock is no longer in
vermeil red, but also made of pink gold, as is the case for the
date of the Le Locle Manufacture’s creation, 1846. The
indexes have a small additional touch: the immaculate white
has been discreetly transformed into light gray, to soften the
dial’s overall look.  This new FARFETCH MARINE TOR-
PILLEUR, available with a leather, steel or rubber strap,
completes a collection which is already a best-seller. This
new addition to the permanent collection, only available
online, now forms part of the troop of Torpilleurs.  Women
will also have their own new product available on
Farfetch.com as the Classico Jade, in the red version
launched at SIHH 2018, is now available without the dia-
mond-set bezel. It comes with a satin strap for formal ver-

sion, or with an alligator leather strap, for a more day-to-
day look.  

“Expect more launches in the future,” stated Patrick
Pruniaux, CEO of Ulysse Nardin since September 2017.
“We’re delighted to launch Ulysse Nardin on Farfetch.com,”
continued Pruniaux. “We’re showing our ca-pacity to adapt
to the changing era. It’s the first time that Ulysse Nardin has
taken part in e-commerce on a global level.”  The blue-
anchored brand will be online on Farfetch.com from Monday
April 23, 2018, with a collection of more than 45 pieces,
including the Farfetch Marine Torpilleur and the red Classico
Jade with a mother-of-pearl-set dial. 
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