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SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un reaffirmed his
commitment to “complete” denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula and to a planned meeting with US President
Donald Trump, South Korean President Moon Jae-in said
yesterday. In Washington, US President Donald Trump sig-
nalled that preparations for a June 12 summit with Kim
were going ahead, despite having called the meeting off
last week.

Moon and Kim agreed at a surprise meeting on
Saturday that the possible North Korea-US summit must
be held, Moon told a news conference in Seoul. “Chairman
Kim and I have agreed that the June 12 summit should be
held successfully, and that our quest for the Korean penin-
sula’s denuclearization and a perpetual peace regime
should not be halted,” Moon said.

The meeting was the latest dramatic turn in a week of
diplomatic ups and downs surrounding the prospects for
an unprecedented summit between the United States and
North Korea, and the strongest sign yet that the two
Korean leaders are trying to keep the on-again off-again
meeting on track. A statement from North Korea’s state
news agency KCNA said Kim expressed “his fixed will” on
the possibility of meeting Trump as previously planned.

Moon, who returned to Seoul on Thursday morning
after meeting Trump in Washington in a bid to keep the
high-stakes US-North Korea summit on track, said he
delivered a message of Trump’s “firm resolve” to end the
hostile relationship with North Korea and pursue bilateral
economic cooperation. Trump said in a letter to Kim on
Thursday he was cancelling the planned Singapore sum-
mit, citing North Korea’s “open hostility”.

However, Trump said on Saturday he was still looking at
a June 12 date for a summit in Singapore and that talks
were progressing very well. “We’re doing very well in
terms of the summit with North Korea,” Trump said at the
White House. “It’s moving along very nicely. So we’re
looking at June 12th in Singapore. That hasn’t changed. So,
we’ll see what happens.” A White House team will leave as
scheduled for Singapore this weekend to prepare for the
possible summit, a White House spokeswoman said on
Saturday.

Denuclearization differences
China’s Foreign Ministry said in a statement sent to

Reuters yesterday it “firmly” hoped the summit could
happen as scheduled and be successful and reiterated a
call for both sides to be patient and show goodwill. “We
have always believed that direct contacts and dialogue
between the leaders of North Korea and the United
States are crucial to resolving the peninsula nuclear
issue,” it said. While maintaining that Kim is committed
to denuclearization, Moon acknowledged Pyongyang
and Washington may have differing expectations of
what that means and he urged both sides to hold work-

ing-level talks to resolve their differences.
“Even though they share the same resolve, there need

to be discussions regarding the roadmap for how to make
it happen, and that process could be tough,” he said,
declining to define “complete denuclearization”. The
Trump administration has demanded that North Korea
completely and irreversibly shut its nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Kim and Trump’s initial decision to meet followed
months of war threats and insults between the leaders
over the program.

American officials are skeptical that Kim will ever fully
abandon his nuclear arsenal, and Moon said North Korea
is not yet convinced it can trust security guarantees from
the United States. “However, during the US-South Korea
summit, President Trump clearly emphasized that we may

see not only the end of hostile relations but also economic
cooperation if North Korea denuclearizes,” Moon said. “I
urge North Korea and the US to confirm each other’s will
by sharing their problems with each other and communi-
cating directly.”

A senior South Korean official said later the two
Koreas were discussing a possible non-aggression pledge
and the start of peace treaty talks as a way of addressing
Pyongyang’s security concerns ahead of US-North
Korean negotiations.

‘Better than a phone call’
Moon said he held Saturday’s impromptu summit - the

second between the two sides in a month - after Kim
asked for a meeting “without any formality”. “A meeting
was held because officials of both countries thought that
meeting face-to-face would be better than a phone call,”
Moon said, noting that the summit was in line with previ-
ous agreements for the two leaders to meet more often.

Their talks at the Panmunjom border village, which
South Korean officials said lasted two hours, came after
their April 27 meeting, the first inter-Korean summit in
more than a decade that was also held at the same venue.
At that meeting, they declared they would work towards a
nuclear-free Korean peninsula and a formal end to the
1950-53 Korean War.

The KCNA statement said Kim and Moon agreed to
hold high-level talks between their two nations on June 1,
and to take steps to quickly implement their efforts to
denuclearize the peninsula. KCNA said the leaders also
agreed to meet frequently. The agency said the two lead-
ers had reached a “satisfactory consensus” and expressed
“their stand to make joint efforts for the denuclearization
of the Korean peninsula”.

Video and a photo released by South Korea’s presiden-
tial Blue House on Saturday showed Kim hugging Moon
and kissing him on the cheek three times as he saw Moon
off after their meeting at Tongilgak, the North’s building in
the truce village, which lies in the Demilitarized Zone - the
4-km-wide buffer that runs along the heavily armed mili-
tary border. —Reuters

Trump and Kim raise summit hopes
North Korea committed to ‘complete’ denuclearization

Libya breakthrough 
to be sought at 
Paris conference
PARIS: Libya’s rival leaders are expected in Paris next
Tuesday under pressure to agree to a political roadmap
for the war-struck country that could see elections held
before the end of 2018, according to the French presi-
dency. The major international conference dedicated to
the oil-rich north African country has been organized to
bring together the rival factions for power, as well as
neighboring countries and regional backers. “After sev-
en years of conflict and tensions, this unprecedented
conference ... aims to open a new period of stability and
cooperation which is awaited by the Libyan people,” a
statement from the French presidency said yesterday.

An aide to French president Emmanuel Macron said
the Libyan leaders had agreed in principle to a
roadmap that would pave the way for parliamentary
and presidential elections, if possible before the end of
the year. The invitees include Prime Minister Fayez Al-
Sarraj, head of Libya’s UN-backed unity government in
Tripoli in the west, and 75-year-old military strongman
Khalifa Haftar, whose rival Libyan National Army domi-
nates the country’s east.  

Aguila Saleh Issa, the parliament speaker based in
the eastern town of Tobruk who opposes the UN-
backed administration, is also expected, as is Khalid Al-
Mishri, the newly elected head of the High Council of
State. Years of mediation by the United Nations, as well
as former colonial power Italy, have failed to bring sta-
bility to Libya which descended into chaos after the
ousting of dictator Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. Since
then, the country has become a new base for the
Islamic State extremist group and other militants, as
well as a departure point for hundreds of thousands of
African migrants seeking to enter Europe. 

European leaders see stabilizing the country as key
to tackling the joint security and immigration threats,
and Macron threw himself into finding a solution shortly
after his election in May last year. The 40-year-old
French leader brought Sarraj and Haftar together in Paris
where they agreed a ceasefire and to hold elections in
2018 - a move that irked the Italian government at the
time which was blindsided by Macron’s diplomacy.

It remains to be seen if the conference on Tuesday
will lead to real change on the ground, after several
false dawns since the fall of Gaddafi and peace deals
that have failed to be honored. The UN special envoy
for Libya, Ghassan Salame, has given up trying to
implement a 2015 political agreement to set up a unity
government, instead focusing on trying to hold elections
as a way to unify the country. Representatives from 19
countries involved in Libya have been invited - an
acknowledgement that the country’s problems can only
be resolved if regional powers agree on the roadmap.

These include Egypt, Russia and the United Arab
Emirates which have backed Haftar and the rival adminis-
tration in Tobruk in the east, not the UN-recognized gov-
ernment based in the capital Tripoli. Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia and Turkey, as well as neighbors Algeria and
Tunisia will also send representatives to the talks. —AFP

Nipah claims new
victim in India, 
death toll now 13
NEW DELHI: Another patient has died in India from
the Nipah virus, taking the number of fatalities from an
outbreak of the rare disease to 13, authorities said yes-
terday. Officials in the southwestern state of Kerala
said that in addition to the latest fatality two patients
have tested positive for the virus spread by fruit bats,
which induces flu-like symptoms that lead to agonizing
encephalitis and coma. Emergency measures have
been imposed across Kerala to curb the spread of the
virus, with dozens of patients quarantined since the
outbreak was detected this month.

Health experts have been flown to Kerala to help
contain the virus, which has a mortality rate of 70 per-
cent and no vaccine. “One man died today from Nipah
virus, taking the overall death toll to 13,” Sarita R L,
director of Kerala’s health services, told AFP. “There
are two other confirmed Nipah patients undergoing
treatment.” Nipah has killed more than 260 people in
Malaysia, Bangladesh and India since 1998. 

The World Health Organization has listed it as one
of the eight priority diseases that could cause a global
epidemic, alongside Ebola and Zika. Nipah is named

after the Malaysian village where it first appeared in
1998. It spread to Singapore and more than 100 peo-
ple were killed. On that occasion, pigs were the virus
hosts but they are believed to have caught it from bats. 

In India the disease was first reported in 2001 and
again six years later, with the two outbreaks claiming
50 lives. Both times the disease was reported in West
Bengal state bordering Bangladesh. Bangladesh has

borne the brunt of the disease in recent years, with
more than 100 people dying of Nipah since a first out-
break was reported there in 2001. Four victims from
the latest outbreak in Kerala hailed from one family.
Dead bats were found in a well at their home in
Kozhikode district, the epicenter of the viral outbreak.
A nurse treating one of the victims also succumbed to
the disease.  —AFP

KOZHIKODE, India: In this photo taken on May 21, 2018 animal husbandry department and forest officials inspect a well to catch bats in
Changaroth in the state of Kerala.  —AFP

China ‘firmly’ 
hopes meet 
can happen

This photograph taken on Saturday shows South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in signing a guestbook as North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un looks on during their second summit at the north side of the truce village of Panmunjom
in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). —AFP


