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Defense Minister visits officers
participating in ‘Restoration of Hope’

Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad praises officers’ ‘fighting spirit’

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
expressed his pride over the Kuwaiti
army’s participation in a military opera-
tion in Saudi Arabia, saying it was a tes-
tament to the “camaraderie” the Gulf
neighbors share.

The Kuwaiti  minister personally
visited the officers on Saturday to
exchange Ramadan greetings with
them and convey wel l  wishes  on
behalf of the Kuwaiti leadership, read
a statement by the Kuwaiti defense
ministry. He went  on to  wish the

Kuwaiti military every success after
their  performance in  operat ion
‘Restoration of Hope’, hailing their
“fighting spirit and honorable sacri-
fices,” the statement said.

Sheikh Nasser Al-Sabah was accom-
panied on his visit  by the Kuwaiti
army’s Chief of Staff  Lieutenant
General  Mohammad Al-Khoder, in
addition to other military officers, the
statement added. Meanwhile, the state-
ment pointed out that the Kuwaiti
defense minister returned to Kuwait
last night, where he was received by
senior military officials. — KUNA

Ispent the last week working from Silicon Valley,
meeting with lawyers from big corporations such as
Google, HP, Facebook, Airbnb and so on. Working in

Silicon valley is lucrative, high paid salaries, freedom
with hours of work, free food, free dry cleaning, free
bikes and transportation and endless other perks. The
company was investing in the employees in return the
employees were investing their time (their lives) into the
company and also receiving shares, what a fabulous
thing to see. Which got me thinking about the unfortu-
nate policies that I have seen some companies in
Kuwait or the GCC work with, forcing employees to
work overtime, or taking their passports away, not pro-
viding salaries on time and so on. Wouldn’t it make
more sense to spend money on employees then to
spend money on lawyers fighting cases in court?

I am writing this in hope that at least one CEO or
Human Resources manager will read this and under-
stand that the team is the most valuable asset. I don’t
expect companies in Kuwait to have arcades for their
employees, but to at least follow the law! I also hope to
inspire those employees that are working with viola-
tions or in a negative environment to be brave enough
to understand the laws to change their job. Here are a
few laws or rights that you would need to know should
you want to change your job.

Probation period 
Question: When can you change your job?
Attorney Fajer: It is easiest through the probation

period and before the completion of the 100 working
days. Please note there is a common misunderstanding
that the probation period is 90 days or three months or
100 days (not working days, which makes a difference).

If you have a closed ended contract (specific time
period) you would need to check the contract to see
what the notice period is. It is very common in Kuwait
to have the notice period for three months, but it is
possible that there is no notice period in your contract.
If you have an open ended contract (without a specific
time period), the notice period is three months by law.

Question: How do I inform my company I am leaving?
Attorney Fajer: This is very important. Please make

sure you let your company know that you are resigning
in writing. If your company has clear labor law viola-
tions, inform your lawyer and they can assist you with
drafting the resignation letter. 

Making complaints
Question: Where do I make complaints of Kuwait

labor law violations?
Attorney Fajer: At bigger corporations, you might

find it helpful to read the companies’ policies as they
may have policies in place for complaints, and usually
the person to complain to would be working in Human
Resources. If you are of the opinion that HR is not help-
ful or if you do not have such an option, speak to your
lawyer and file a complaint in Shoon (Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor). 

I hope that as many people as possible are happy
with their work, are doing something they enjoy and
that is rewarding. 

For questions or queries, please email us at info@ftl-
legal.com.

Finding a better job

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

RIYADH: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Kuwaiti army officials pose for a group picture with Kuwaiti soldiers participating in operation ‘Restoration of Hoope’ in
Saudi Arabia. — KUNA photos

Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah poses
with Kuwaiti soldiers participating in operation ‘Restoration of Hoope’ in Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah speaks during his meeting with Kuwaiti
soldiers participating in operation ‘Restoration of Hoope’ in Saudi Arabia. 

Auto theft gang
busted in Jleeb
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya detectives arrested a gang that
stole vehicles in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, the Interior
Ministry’s relations and security media department
said. Case papers indicate that detectives were tipped
off concerning some vehicles seen parked in an open
yard in Jleeb. Checking on the vehicles, detectives
found they belong to three different car rental firms
that had reported them missing after an expatriate
man rented them for a day. Detectives also found out
that the GPS devices in seven of the vehicles were
disconnected. 

After conducting investigations, detectives man-
aged to identify the suspect, who escaped arrest,
leaving three of his compatriots to be arrested with
the seven stolen vehicles, the tools they used in
breaking open and stealing them, 21 keys, 14 registra-
tion documents, several passports, three knives, two
criminal investigators’ IDs, detectives’ blue lights,
mobile phones and drug paraphernalia. The suspects
confessed that they usually rented luxury vehicles for
a day and then dismantled and sold them. 

Passports officer
smuggled cigarettes
to Saudi Arabia
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Saudi security forces arrested a Kuwaiti pass-
port employee smuggling cigarettes into the kingdom, said
security sources, noting that after being tipped about the
suspect, he was searched thoroughly and the cigarettes
were found. 

Marine pollution
Responding to public demands to punish a ‘fashionista’

for appearing in a social media video while throwing plas-
tic into the sea, the Environment Public Authority (EPA)
stressed that all legal measures would be taken against the
suspect and that the environment law includes a penalty of
up to six months in prison and/or a KD 50,000-100,000
fine for marine pollution. 

Real estate
Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-

Roudhan said over 20 real estate companies had been
referred to the anti-money laundering department to take
measures against their owners. Roudhan explained that
compromises had been reached in over 30 complaints filed
against the concerned companies by citizens. Roudhan
added that the ministry prohibits real estate companies
from publishing any ads or holding any exhibitions without
prior licenses. 

Roudhan said that proper documents should be submit-
ted to the ministry 60 days prior to holding any real estate
exhibitions, especially those promoting overseas real
estate, submit a list of all participating companies and their
licenses, a list of the real estate and property to be dis-
played at the exhibition and the exhibition’s location and
duration (that should not exceed 10 days). 

Failaka harbor
Minister of State for Housing Affairs and Minister of

State for Services Jenan Boushehri said the ministry plans
to develop some facilities on Failaka Island. Responding to
an inquiry concerning the delay in dredging and deepen-
ing Failaka harbor, Boshehri said the Kuwait Public
Transport Company (KPTC) harbor on the island was ini-
tially deepened pending developing other facilities, such as
the new port, which will serve KPTC, coastguards, marines
and marine rescue forces.

Man arrested with
marijuana-filled
e-cigarettes 
KUWAIT: A few days after a warning from the interior
ministry about a new type of drug, the Drugs Control
General Department (DCGD) seized 69 e-cigarettes con-
taining liquid marijuana from a citizen in his Fintas home. A
security source said the discovery was made when officers
found an e-cig containing liquid hashish with a citizen,
who confessed to buying it from a drug dealer in Fintas.
Detectives were able to locate his residence, obtained a
warrant, raided the apartment and found the cigarettes.
The suspect said he gets the products from the US by
courier and had already sold 300 cigarettes. He was
referred to concerned authorities.

Drug possession
A Bangladeshi man was sent to the DCGD after being

arrested with locally-brewed liquor and drugs in Hasawi. A
security source said the man was walking while carrying a
large bag, which he threw and ran when he saw police
approaching, but he was arrested.

Policeman insulted
A female citizen violated the traffic law and insulted

a policeman on duty in Nugra. The policeman lodged a

complaint against the woman, who became angry when
he issued her a citation for obstructing traffic and
insulted him.

Ex-husband accused of theft
A citizen accused her ex-husband of stealing her

gold jewelry following a dispute that made her leave
the house prior to her divorce. The woman said she left
the house in anger, but when she went back to take her
belongings, the jewelry was missing. The husband
denied her claims, adding he does not know anything
about the jewelry. Police are investigating.

Thefts
Ahmadi police arrested three suspected thieves a

short while after a theft was reported in a farm in the
Ahmadi desert. The three men were found in a pick-up
truck with items they said they were moving from
another farm. Police found that one of the three was
wanted over five thefts, so they were taken to the
police station, where they confessed to stealing from
the farm and that they were heading to the house of
one of them. Separately, police are looking to identify
and arrest a suspect who broke into a vehicle and
stole KD 3,000 and official documents that were kept
inside. The vehicle’s owner, an Egyptian mandoub
(company representative), told Fintas police that he
parked his car near a restaurant during Maghrib time
for iftar, then when he returned, he found the window
broken and a bag was missing. The bag contained
cash and documents belonging to his company. 

— Translated from Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
joins the soldiers for iftar. 

KUWAIT: Luxury vehicles found with gangsters
arrested in Jleeb recently.


