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Defense Minister visits 
Kuwait troops in Saudi 
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auto theft gang in Jleeb33 Warriors crush Rockets to 

force game seven in West28

Ramadan Kareem
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The Quran, which was revealed in the month
of Ramadan, is the most recent holy scrip-
ture and, according to it, the last to ever

come. It is also the only scripture that is intact in
the original language and the only one that con-
tains the pure words of God without being
rephrased by others. It is regarded by Muslims as
the Speech of God that was revealed through
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over a period of 23
years to him, his contemporaries, those who
believe, and to all of humankind. 

The main topics in the Quran, presented in 600
Arabic pages, relate mainly to faith, deeds, and the
ramifications of our choices in these spheres.
While the Quran’s verses cover various topics
throughout, there are a few main themes. The
foremost of them is its call to belief in a single
deity, with no partners in divinity. It declares in
very clear terms that there is only one God, the
Creator of all.  It asks rhetorical questions and
presents many arguments to rectify the beliefs of
the “People of the Book” or Jews and Christians,
as well as polytheists, animists and atheists.  

For example, many verses ask the question
“Who created the heavens and earth?” The
Quran insists that praise and supplication belong
solely to the Creator of the heavens and the earth.
It criticizes those who call on other so-called
‘divine’ personalities, especially when they
acknowledge that God alone created the universe.
The Quran insists that Allah, our Creator, is a sin-
gle and unique deity that deserves our undivided
devotion.  

It criticizes those who blindly follow tradition,
superstitions and man-made religious laws and
rituals. It declares that the religion that has
always been taught by prophets and messengers
throughout time is Islam, or submission to the
Creator of all. The reader is instructed to: “Say,
‘We have believed in Allah and what has been
revealed to us and what has been revealed to
Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and
the descendants and what was given to Moses
and Jesus and what was given to the prophets
from their Lord. We make no distinction between
any of them, and we are Muslims [in submission]
to Him.’’ - (2:136)

The Quran describes God by many actions and
attributes. He is the Creator of all things and He
sent down the Quran as a reminder, a warning, and
guidance for mankind. He has knowledge of
everything, seen and unseen, and knows well what
is in the hearts and minds of each of us. He is the
provider for all His creation, and bestows His
favors and blessings to humanity, even though
most people are not thankful. He has power over
all affairs of the universe, He has the ability to give
life and cause death, and He can resurrect and
recreate as He wills. 

God also just, so each of us will recompensed
for our deeds, both the short and long-term
effects, in this life and the next. On Resurrection
Day, He will set up scales to judge our faith and
deeds, and reward or punish us accordingly. The
Quran is rich in descriptions of the Creator, and is
the only reliable source about Him other than the
words of His prophets and messengers. Take the
time this Ramadan to acquaint yourself with God.
For your free copy a translation of the Quran in
English, contact the TIES Center.

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is
to empower Kuwait’s expats through social and
educational services that promote a positive and
productive role in society, and to facilitate oppor-
tunities for intra- and interfaith interactions that
promote social solidarity. For more information,
please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net. 
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Qatar bans UAE, Saudi goods
as embargo anniversary nears

Bahrain sees ‘no glimmer of hope’ as Qatar row rages 

DHOFAR, Oman: Photo shows a flooded street in the southern city of Salalah. Cyclone Mekunu was downgraded fur-
ther to a deep depression yesterday after lashing the southern coast of Oman and killing at least two people. — AFP 

By Teresa Lesher

DOHA: Qatar has ordered shops to remove goods origi-
nating from a group of Saudi Arabia-led countries which
a year ago imposed a wide-ranging boycott on the emi-
rate, Doha officials said on Saturday. A directive from the
Economy Ministry ordered shops to immediately strip
shelves of products from Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain
and Egypt. Inspectors will visit stores to ensure they
comply with the order, the ministry said. The government
will also try and stop products such as Saudi dairy
goods from entering Qatar via a third country.

Qatar’s Government Communications Office (GCO)
said it was trying to “protect the safety of consumers”.
“Products originating from blockading states, which as a
result of the blockade cannot pass the GCC customs ter-
ritory, has to undergo proper import inspections and cus-
toms procedures,” the GCO said in a statement. “Qatar
conducts its trade policy in accordance with all of its mul-
tilateral and bilateral agreements.” The order comes just
days before the anniversary of a bitter Gulf crisis.  

Since June 5 last year, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Bahrain and Egypt have cut all relations with Qatar,
accusing it of financing terrorist groups and having
close ties with Iran. The countries subsequently
imposed a trade and diplomatic boycott on Qatar,
which rejects the charges and says the countries are
seeking regime change in Doha. The row has forced
isolated Qatar, which previously relied on its Gulf
neighbors, to look elsewhere for food imports, includ-
ing Turkey, Morocco and Iran. 

Many such imports enter the country via ports
such as Kuwait and Oman. It is through these ports,
and also via individuals, that goods from the boy-
cotting countries manage to get in to Qatar, said a
source with knowledge of the situation. “Businessmen
from the blockading countries are trying to go
around the blockade... by using third parties,” said
the source.  

Meanwhile, Bahrain said it sees no resolution in

sight to a diplomatic row between Qatar. “The infor-
mation in our hands today does not indicate any
glimmer of hope for a solution now, as the matter
does not happen suddenly,”  Bahrain’s  Foreign
Minister Sheikh Khalid Bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa told
Alsharq Alawsat newspaper yesterday.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Bahrain and Egypt severed travel and trade ties with
Qatar last June, alleging it was backing Iran and sup-
porting terrorism. Qatar denies this and says the boy-
cott is an attempt to impinge on its sovereignty and
rein in its support for reform. After initially disrupting
Qatar’s imports and triggering the withdrawal of bil-
lions of dollars from its banks by depositors from the
four states, the world’s top exporter of liquefied natu-
ral gas quickly developed new trade routes and
deployed tens of billions of dollars from its sovereign
wealth fund to protect its domestic lenders.

Continued on Page 24

SALALAH: The death toll from a cyclone that battered
southern Oman and the Yemeni island of Socotra has
reached 11, while eight sailors are still missing, authori-
ties said. Cyclone Mekunu hit Oman’s Dhofar and Al-
Wusta provinces on Friday after intensifying from a
category one to a category two cyclone, with winds of
up to 170 kilometers per hour after it made landfall on
Socotra on Thursday. Oman’s civil defense service on
Saturday reported two deaths, adding to an earlier toll
of a man and a 12-year-old girl. “The third is an Asian
man who was missing but his body was found late
Saturday in Dhofar” province, spokesman Lieutenant
Colonel Saeed Al-Badaei said at a press conference
late Saturday.  

“The fourth is a young Omani man who was swept
away in his car by flooding,” he added.  Socotra’s gov-
ernor Ramzy Mahrous said on Sunday that the death
toll on the island remained seven-five Yemenis and two
Indian sailors.

Continued on Page 24
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GAZA: Palestinian mourners carry the coffin of 28-year-old Islamic Jihad member
Abdul Haleem Al-Naqa during his funeral in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza strip
yesterday. — AFP 

GAZA: Israeli tank fire at an Islamic
Jihad observation post killed three
Palestinians in the southern Gaza Strip
yesterday, Palestinian officials said. The
incident happened east of the city of
Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip, a
spokesman for the health ministry in the
Palestinian enclave said. The ministry
identified those killed as Hussein Al-
Amour, 25, Abdul Haleem Al-Naqa, 28,
and Marwan Al-Amour, 25.

A statement from the armed wing of
Islamic Jihad, the Al-Quds Brigades,
claimed two of them as members. It was
not yet clear if Marwan Al-Amour, who
died from his wounds later in the day,

was also a member. Islamic Jihad is the
second-most powerful armed group in
the Gaza Strip after Hamas, which runs
the blockaded Palestinian enclave.
Israel’s military said in a statement that
the tank fire came after soldiers detonat-
ed an explosive device that had been
placed near the border fence, targeting
its troops. It said the device had been
hidden inside a pair of fence cutters.  

Separately on Saturday night, Israeli
aircraft struck two targets belonging to
Hamas, but there were no reports of
casualties. The military said the opera-
tion was in response to a brief incursion
across the border earlier in the day by
Palestinians who immediately fled back
into Gaza. It added that the strike was
also in retaliation for repeated
Palestinian attempts to damage the bor-
der fence and “security infrastructure”
during ongoing border protests. At least
119 Palestinians have been killed by 
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IDLIB: A man carries a wounded child out of a building following a car bomb explo-
sion in the northern Syrian city of Idlib yesterday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Russian fighters were among
dozens of pro-government forces killed
in eastern Syria this week in a deadly
wave of attacks by Islamic State group
jihadists, Moscow and a monitor said
yesterday. After the collapse of its so-
called “caliphate” last year, IS now only
holds tiny pockets of Syria, mainly in
the vast desert stretching to its eastern
border.

This week, the jihadists ramped up
their hit-and-run attacks on regime
positions there, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights war mon-
itor. The deadliest was on Wednesday,
when IS targeted a group of Syrian and
allied Russian fighters near the town of
Mayadeen in the eastern province of
Deir Ezzor. “There were 35 pro-govern-
ment forces killed, including at least nine
Russians. Some of those Russian nation-
als were government troops, but not all
of them,” said Observatory head Rami
Abdel Rahman.

The remaining 26 were all Syrian
forces, he said. A steadfast ally of
President Bashar al-Assad, Moscow has 

Continued on Page 24

Russia fighters
among dozens
killed in Syria 


