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KUWAIT: Al-Anbaa soccer team won Al-
Nahar Ramadan Soccer Tournament for
newspapers, magazines, satellite channels
and websites by defeating Kuwaitia team 2-
1 in the final match played on Friday at the
PAAET sports Complex. 

The f inal  match was attended by
Information Minister, State Minister for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri, Al-
Nahar Editor-in-Chief Dr Emad
Bukhamseen and KJA Secretary Adnan Al-
Rashed.

Minister Al-Jabri said the state spares no
effort to support the media and provides all
facilities to allow it carry out its educational,
awareness, and development role.

He said that the objective media is what
distinguished our country through the years,
and he lauded Al-Nahar for introducing this
tournament which strengthens relations
between those in media.

The match started with each side feeling
the other until Juan Carlos scored for Al-

Anbaa ending the first half with that score.
In the second half, Mohammad Khalid

scored the equalizer fol lowing several

attempts for Al-Kuwaitiya, only to have Juan
Carlos score again for Al-Anbaa, giving it
the cup and championship.

LONDON: Southampton manager Mark Hughes has
signed a new three-year contract after keeping them in
the Premier League last season, the south-coast club
said on Friday. The 54-year-old Welshman arrived at his
former team in March on a short-term deal until the end
of the campaign and was handed the task of rescuing
them from the threat of relegation.

He was an unexpected
choice in  many people ’s
eyes, having left his previ-
ous c lub Stoke City in  a
s imi lar  predicament , yet
Saints picked up two wins
and a draw from their final
four matches to secure top-
f l ight  safety with a  17th
place finish. 

“Mark and his team had a
massive impact  from the
first day on the players, staff
and fans alike, and was able to pull together every-
one involved with the club to deliver the results
needed,” Southampton said in a statement on their
website https://southamptonfc.com/news/2018-05
25/mark-hughes-new-contract-southampton-first-
team-manager.

“It is important now, under Mark’s leadership, for
everyone to move into the new season with a renewed

focus and energy alongside the continued and valuable
support of our fans.” Things had initially looked bleak
for Hughes after he began his spell in charge with three
straight league defeats, but he managed to steady the
ship in the final weeks of the season.

A 2-1 victory over south-coast rivals Bournemouth
was followed by a 1-1 draw at Everton before a nervy 1-

0 win away to Swansea City
effectively sealed their
Premier League status, while
condemning the Welsh club to
the second tier.

Southampton said assistant
first team manager Mark
Bowen and first team Coach
Eddie Niedzwiecki had also
signed new deals.  “Mark,
Eddie and I are thrilled to have
signed long-term contracts
with the club. It was the only

option we considered, having spent the last eight weeks
with the club,” Hughes said. 

“Now it is vital that we take the unbelievable sup-
port we received from the fans during the last few
games into next season,” he added. “The staff and the
players will work hard every day to deliver the success
this club deserves, and with everyone pulling together
we will achieve our goals.” — Reuters

Southampton boss Mark Hughes 
signs new three-year deal

‘Now it is vital that we take the unbelievable support’

Mark Hughes

Platini says
FIFA must now
end his ban, but
probe goes on
PARIS: Former UEFA president
Michel Platini said yesterday FIFA
must now lift his ban over a 1.8-mil-
lion-euro payment after Swiss prose-
cutors said they had found no evi-
dence so far to bring charges against
him.  “I hope that FIFA will have the
courage and the decency to lift my
suspension,” Platini told AFP in a
telephone interview.  Platini was sus-
pended from all football-related
activities, later reduced on appeal to
four years, by FIFA following a $2
million payment he received from the
body in 2011 for work he did a
decade earlier, with no contract to
show for the deal.

The payment was authorised by
FIFA’s then chief, Sepp Blatter. The
disgraced Blatter is also now banned
following the scandal that rocked
world football. Swiss prosecutors
have been investigating the payment
and French newspaper Le Monde
reported that Platini had been
cleared.  The Swiss public prosecu-
tor’s office said Saturday that
although no evidence had been found
“so far” to bring charges against
Platini, the investigation “is not com-
pletely over”.

Platini could still be required to
appear before a judge if “new evi-
dence” is found in the case, a
spokesman for the prosecutor’s office
said.  The Swiss investigation con-

cerns the activi-
ties of Blatter
during his 17-
year presidency
of FIFA.

P l a t i n i ’ s
lawyer Vincent
Solari insisted
the case was
now effectively
over. “There are
no charges, he
will not be prose-
cuted,” Solari told AFP.  FIFA dis-
missed the claims from Platini’s legal
team, saying in a statement that
Platini had been suspended for
breaching its “Code of Ethics”, not
because of the Swiss probe.

“Mr. Platini was suspended for
breaching the FIFA Code of Ethics.
The decision was upheld by CAS
(the Court of Arbitration for Sport),
which confirmed the charges but
reduced the length of the suspen-
sion,” the statement said. “It has
always been very clear to FIFA and
CAS that Mr. Platini had never been
the target of a criminal investigation
in Switzerland.” But Platini, who was
one of France’s highest-profile play-
ers before moving into football
administration, told AFP he believed
he was now in the clear.  “My legal
advisers will take all the necessary
measures to ensure the FIFA suspen-
sion is lifted,” he said.

“It has been very difficult for me...
I’ve really had a lot thrown at me.”
Platini said he believed the suspen-
sion had one aim: “Everything has
been done to prevent me becoming
FIFA president.” In the wake of
Blatter’s removal, Gianni Infantino, an
Italian who was previously UEFA
secretary general under Platini, took
over as FIFA president. —AFP
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Michel Platini James dominates 
as Cavs down 
Celtics to stay alive
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James produced
another epic playoff performance Friday as
the Cleveland Cavaliers stayed alive in the
NBA playoffs with a 109-99 victory over the
Boston Celtics.

Trailing the Celtics 3-2 and facing elimina-
tion in the Eastern Conference finals, the
Cavaliers triumphed in a bruising encounter
on their home floor to knot the best-of-seven
series at 3-3 and force game seven in Boston
today.

In order to punch their ticket to a fourth
straight NBA Finals, the Cavs will have to be
the first team to win on the road in the series,
and the first to beat Boston at home in this
post-season.

“It feels good just to be able to play for
another game,” said James, who has been to
seven straight NBA Finals with Miami and
Cleveland.

“‘Game seven’ is the best two words in
sports and for us to be on the road in another
hostile environment where we’ve had no suc-
cess up to this point, we should relish the
opportunity.”

James poured in 46 points with 11
rebounds and nine assists. It was his seventh
40-point performance of the 2018 playoffs,
tying Chicago Bulls great Michael Jordan

(1989) for second-most 40-point games in a
single post-season behind the eight of Jerry
West in 1965.

James also passed Karl Malone for sixth
place all-time in playoff rebounds.
“Greatness,” Cavs coach Tyronn Lue said
simply of James. “Championship pedigree,
giving it his all.”

James scored 25 points in playing every
minute of the first half, when the Cavaliers
absorbed the blow of losing Kevin Love to a
possible concussion and then out-scored the
Celtics 34-18 in the second quarter to take
control of the game.

Cleveland led by as many as 16 in the third
quarter, but the advantage was down to seven
with 2:47 to play when James unleased back-
to-back three-pointers and converted a layup
to push the Cavs lead back to 109-96.

He departed the game with less than a
minute remaining to a frenzied ovation. “Best
player in the game,” Celtics coach Brad
Stevens said of James.

Of the late three-pointers that doomed his
team, Stevens said there was little more the
Celtics could have done.

“Great defense by (Jayson) Tatum, great
shots by LeBron,” Stevens said. “Tremendous.
I thought the second was wasn’t quite as con-
tested maybe as the first one. The first one,
that was ridiculous.”

FIGHTING THROUGH 
George Hill scored 20 points for Cleveland.

Jeff Green added 14 off the bench, Larry
Nance had 10 and Kyle Korver and Jordan
Clarkson chipped in six apiece as the Cavs

reserves helped fill the void left by Love’s
early exit.

Love, who missed a game in March with
concussion symptoms, banged heads with
Tatum and dropped to the court in the first
quarter. He had to be helped to the sideline
and at halft ime the Cavaliers said he
wouldn’t return.

“Guys really chipped in and helped in the
absence of Kevin, and LeBron brought us
home as usual,” Lue said. “We needed him to
be big and he was big.”

But the Cavs got scare in the fourth when
James went down hard on a drive tangling
with Nance and clutching his right leg in
obvious pain.

After a few moments he rose gingerly and
continued.

“He just fought through everything
tonight,” Lue said. Terry Rozier scored 28
points to lead the Celtics, who are trying to
return to the NBA Finals for the first time
since 2010. Jaylen Brown scored 27 for
Boston, who led by five at the end of a spirit-
ed first quarter but finally had no answer for
James.

Although they’re unbeaten at home in the
playoffs, Rozier said the Celtics can’t afford to
be complacent. “We’ve still got to come out
aggressive and play Celtics basketball,” he
said. “We can’t just rely on being at home for
an excuse that it’s going to be easy. It’s not.”

The winner of the series will take on either
the reigning champion Golden State Warriors
or Houston Rockets in the championship
series. The Rockets lead the Western
Conference finals 3-2. — AFP

Rehman eyes 
leadership role 
as Pakistan 
return
HONG KONG: Former Premier League
defender Zesh Rehman has set his sights
on becoming a future Pakistan national
team coach as he prepares to lead the
country on their return to international
football later this year.

Rehman, who made his debut in the
English top flight for Fulham in 2004
before playing for Queen’s Park Rangers
and Bradford City, will link up with the
Pakistan team for the first time in almost
five years for September’s South Asian
Championships in Bangladesh.

The regional tournament, which also
features India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and the
Maldives, will mark the country’s return
to the international scene from a FIFA
ban. The Pakistan Football Federation had
a ban for third-party interference lifted
by the world governing body in March
following a tumultuous three-year period.

“I played in this tournament in 2005
and in 2013 and it was a good experience

and I really enjoyed playing against the
other countries in South Asia,” Rehman,
currently on the books of Hong Kong side
Southern District, told Reuters.

“The fact there was no football in
Pakistan for three years was a blow for
the local players and also for me because
I’m signed here as an Asian player and as
an international, so it’s good to have the
opportunity to play again internationally.

“Any player, regardless of your coun-
try, wants to play and if you’ve experi-
enced it before you know the feeling and
the impact it can have for a lot of people
and it’s great that it’s back again.” The 34-
year-old centre half was born in England
and represented the land of his birth at
youth level, but qualified to play for
Pakistan through his parents.

He played for Pakistan for the first time
at the South Asian Championships in
2005 and his last appearance came in
October 2013 at the Peace Cup tourna-
ment in the Philippines. As a result of the
ban and other off-field issues, Pakistan
have slipped to 203rd in the FIFA rank-
ings and Rehman is hoping he can play a
role in undoing some of the damage
inflicted on the sport caused by their
absence from the international arena.
“Any association, if they stop playing for
three years it’s going to damage the FIFA
rankings and I think it’s the lowest it’s ever
been,” he said. — Reuters

Al-Anbaa wins Al-Nahar trophy


