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MUMBAI:  Afghan spin sensation Rashid
Khan saw cricket fans in India pleading for
him to be awarded citizenship after the 19-
year-old single-handedly carried Sunrisers
Hyderabad into Sunday’s Indian Premier
League final.

Rashid smashed an unbeaten 34 off 10
balls to lift Hyderabad’s innings to 174 for
seven before leaving the Kolkata Knight
Riders spellbound with his fast leg-spinners,
claiming three for 19 in his four overs. If that
was not enough, Rashid was also involved in
a run out and then took two catches while
fielding close to the boundary rope in the
last over as his team won by 14 runs and
advanced to the final against Chennai Super
Kings at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium.  

His performance left many impressed
fans in the cricket-mad nation demanding
on socia l  media that  he was awarded
Indian citizenship, though the comments
got a swift response from Afghanistan
president Ashraf Ghani.

“Afghans take absolute pride in our hero,
Rashid Khan,” he said on Twitter tagging
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “I am
also thankful to our Indian friends for giving
our players a platform to show their skills.
“Rashid reminds us whats best about Afg. He
remains an asset to the cricketing world. No

we are not giving him away @narendramo-
di.” Hyderabad paid 40 mil l ion rupees
($590,580) at last year’s auction to land the
leg-spinner from Afghanistan, where cricket
is highly popular but sporting facilities are
pitifully inadequate after decades of war.

An intense bidding war erupted for his
services in the auction this year before
Hyderabad exercised their right-to-match
option for a staggering 90 million rupees
($1.33 million). He has made rapid strides
since making his international debut in
October  2015 as  a  17-year-o ld , in
February becoming the youngest to top
the International Cricket Council’s rank-

ings for bowlers in the Twenty20 and 50-
overs format.

Hyderabad coach Tom Moody had pre-
dicted the leg-spinner to have a major
impact on this year’s IPL. He has taken 21
wickets with an economy rate of less than
seven and earned a glowing tribute from
former India batt ing great  Sachin
Tendulkar on Friday.

“Always fe l t  @rashidkhan_19 was a
good spinner but now I wouldn’t hesitate in
saying he is the best spinner in the world in
this format,” Tendulkar said on Twitter.
“Mind you, he’s got some batting skills as
well. Great guy.” — Reuters

NEW YORK: Rookie Gleyber Torres homered for the
fourth straight game Friday night when he hit a
tiebreaking solo home run with two outs in the bottom
of the seventh inning, lifting the New York Yankees to
a 2-1 win over the Los Angeles Angels at Yankee
Stadium. Torres electrified a sellout crowd when he
lifted a 3-1 fastball by Jim Johnson (2-2) into the right-
center field seats. It was his fifth homer in six games
and ninth since making his major league debut April
22. At 21 years, 163 days, Torres became the youngest
player in American League history to homer in four
straight games and fourth youngest in the majors to
do so, according to the Elias Sports Bureau. Torres
drove in both runs for the Yankees, who won for the
23rd time in 29 games and for the 14th time in their
last 16 home games. Mike Trout homered for the
Angels, who fell to 16-6 on the road. Shohei Ohtani,
who spurned the Yankees to sign with the Angels in
the offseason, heard boos before each plate appear-
ance and went 0-for-3,
though he narrowly missed
hitting a go-ahead two-run
homer off Aroldis Chapman
in the eighth.

PIRATES 8, CARDINALS 1
Joe Musgrove, making his

Pittsburgh and 2018 debut,
pitched seven shutout innings
and Francisco Cervelli hit a
three-run double in a win
over visiting St Louis. Josh
Harrison was 2-for-5 with two RBIs for Pittsburgh,
which had lost five of its previous six games. St. Louis
fell to 4-8 in its past 12. Musgrove (1-0) had been on
the disabled list because of a right shoulder strain dat-
ing to spring training. He was part of a trade that sent
Gerrit Cole to Houston in the offseason. In his seven
innings, Musgrove scattered five hits and needed just
67 pitches, 50 of them strikes.

RED SOX 6, BRAVES 2
Mookie Betts hit a two-run blast for his major

league-leading 17th home run and Eduardo Rodriguez
struck out seven over 5 2/3 innings of two-run ball as
host Boston beat Atlanta. J.D. Martinez, Xander
Bogaerts and Mitch Moreland added solo homers for
Boston, which has won seven of its last nine games.
Martinez’s fourth-inning homer tied him with Betts
before he went deep in the seventh. Nick Markakis
drove in two runs for the Braves, who have lost two

straight after dropping two of three games at
Philadelphia. Atlanta’s three-game weekend series
against Boston marks its first trip to Fenway Park
since 2016.

ASTROS 11, INDIANS 2
What started as a matchup of recent Cy Young win-

ners Corey Kluber and Dallas Keuchel was determined
by the bullpens as Houston rallied in a big way to
trounce host Cleveland at Progressive Field. Held
scoreless by Kluber and reliever Andrew Miller for sev-
en innings, the Astros erupted for four runs in the
eighth and seven more in the ninth. The American
League West-leading Astros won their fifth in a row
and their 10th in 12 games. The Indians remained in first
place in the AL Central, although they dropped one
game below .500. The Astros also improved to 4-1
against the Indians this season, with two more games to
play in this weekend’s series.

NATIONALS 9, MARLINS 5
Max Scherzer earned his

major league-leading eighth
win as Washington defeated
Miami at Marlins Park.
Scherzer (8-1) allowed season
highs with seven hits and four
earned runs while striking out
just four as his ERA rose from
1.78 to 2.13. Fortunately for
the Nationals, their offense
came through with two-run

homers by Michael A. Taylor and Matt Adams. Bryce
Harper hit a two-run double in Washington’s game-
winning seventh-inning rally. Marlins starter Jose
Urena earned a no-decision but continued his misery.
After going 14-7 in a breakout 2017 season, Urena (0-
7) leads the majors in losses, and the Marlins are 0-11
when he starts.

BREWERS 4, METS 3 (10 INNINGS)
Travis Shaw capped a big night by drawing a

bases-loaded walk in the 10th inning as host
Milwaukee earned a win over New York at Miller
Park. Shaw had three hits and reached base four times
in five plate appearances for the Brewers. He hit a
second-inning homer and a third-inning RBI single
that scored Milwaukee’s final run until the 10th inning.
The Brewers have won seven of nine. Michael
Conforto and Amed Rosario hit solo homers for the
Mets while Asdrubal Cabrera had three hits but was

thrown out trying to extend his 10th-inning single
into a double. The Mets lost for the third time in four
games.

ROCKIES 5, REDS 4
Nolan Arenado homered, Noel Cuevas had a go-

ahead pinch-hit triple and Colorado overcame an early
deficit to beat visiting Cincinnati at Coors Field. Jon
Gray (5-6) survived a shaky start to get his first win in
three outings and Wade Davis pitched the ninth for his
18th save, tied for tops in the majors. The Rockies rallied
from three runs down early to take the lead in the sixth.
Tony Wolters led off with a walk and Cuevas hit a one-
out triple into the right field corner to give Colorado the
lead. Eugenio Suarez homered among his two hits for
the Reds, who had won two of their last three. 

TIGERS 5, WHITE SOX 4
Nicholas Castellanos had three hits and scored

the go-ahead run during a three-run eighth as host
Detroit edged Chicago. Castellanos scored two runs
and knocked in another during his fifth consecutive
multi-hit game. Leonys Martin had two hits, two
runs scored and an RBI. Jose Iglesias added two
hits, a walk and a run scored. Buck Farmer (1-3)
pitched an inning of scoreless relief to get the win.
Shane Greene pitched the ninth for his 12th save.
Tim Anderson had three hits, including a solo home
run, and drove in two runs for Chicago. Jose Abreu
supplied two hits, a run scored and an RBI. White
Sox starter Reynaldo Lopez gave up two runs on
five hits over seven innings. — Reuters

Gleyber Torres sets New York Yankees 
home run mark in win over LA Angels

Betts hit a two-run blast for his 17th home run 

NEW YORK: Gleyber Torres #25 of the New York Yankees singles in the second inning against the Los Angeles
Angels during their game at Yankee Stadium on Sunday in New York City. — AFP
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ICC probes 
pitch-fixing 
involving 
Sri Lanka
COLOMBO: The International
Cricket Council said yesterday it was
investigating allegations that a Sri
Lankan groundsman had agreed to
tamper with the pitch to alter the
result of an upcoming Test match
against England.

The ICC said it took the allegations
reported in an Al Jazeera documen-
tary “very seriously” and urged “all
evidence and supporting material” to
be shared with the investigators. An
advance report on the documentary,
which will be broadcast on Sunday,
said two Sri Lankans and a former
Indian player were caught discussing
how to rig England’s opening Test
against Sri Lanka in November.  “We
have already launched an investiga-
tion working with anti-corruption col-
leagues from member countries based
on the limited information we have
received,” the ICC said in a statement.

It also called for the immediate
release of any evidence and support-

ing material to enable the anti-cor-
ruption unit to “undertake a full and
comprehensive investigation”. The
London-based Daily Telegraph said
late Friday that the Al Jazeera footage
seen by the newspaper featured
Robin Morris, a former professional
cricketer from Mumbai, India,
Tharindu Mendis, a player from
Colombo, and Tharanga Indika, an
assistant manager at Galle
International Stadium.  The newspa-
per reported that the footage showed
the men talking about doctoring
pitches during a meeting with an
undercover reporter.  The men were
reportedly discussing ways to pre-
pare the pitch to ensure that the first
Test at the Galle ground would not
end in a draw and would yield a result
in less than four days.

Sri Lanka’s cricket board said it
was aware of the allegations and was
planning on issuing a statement. The
former curator of the Galle
International Stadium, Jayananda
Warnaweera, is already under an ICC
ban for three years until January 2019
for failing to cooperate with an anti-
corruption investigation.
Warnaweera, a former Test player,
had failed to attend interviews with
the ICC’s anti-corruption unit. He had
been previously handed a two-year
ban by the local board over the same
allegations. — AFP

KOLKATA: In this photograph taken on May 25, 2018 Sunrisers Hyderabad cricketer
Rashid Khan celebrates after taking the wicket of Kolkata Knight Riders cricketer
Andre Russell during the 2018 Indian Premier League(IPL) Twenty20 second Qualifier
cricket match between Kolkata Knight Riders and Sunrisers Hyderabad. — AFP

Rosario hit 
solo homers 
for the Mets 

T20 needs eight 
runs for a big 
hit: Jones
MUMBAI: Dean Jones, in his day one of the
biggest-hitting batsmen in cricket, has called for
fresh innovation in Twenty20 by creating a new
eight-run shot if the ball goes more than 85 metres.

T20 has already brought about a revolution and
the Australian legend told AFP the traditional five-
day Test faces a fight for its survival as crowds move
to the 120-ball game.

Rules must change to make the game even more

relevant to today’s fans, according to Jones — one of
the most recognisable television commentators in
cricket with his cry of “going, going, gooooone” each
time a batsman hits a six. “The only innovation I’d like
to see is that we are very good with technology, so
every six hit over 85 metres should be an eight,”
Jones said on the sidelines of the Star Sports Select
Dugout programme as he prepared for Sunday’s
Indian Premier League final.

Jones’ case is that big-hitters can increase the
spectacle of T20 if the added incentive is there.

“They love Chris Gayle and all these boys that hit
(the ball) miles. Same in golf, they love Tiger Woods
and Rory McIlroy who hit 350 meters,” said Jones.

“If the game is on the line and they want eight and
hit it over 85 metres, and you are hoping Gayle,
(Andre) Russell or (Kieron) Pollard is there, it goes
for eight.”

The 57-year-old, who once hit an epic 210 for
Australia in India, used his encyclopaedic knowledge
of cricket history to show how scores for big shots
have changed since the sport started.

“If you cleared the pickets in the 1870s or early
1880s it used to be a five and to get a six you had to
clear the ground proper,” said Jones. “Australia’s Joe
Darling hit the first six in a Test in 1898. He cleared
the ground.”

The law was changed in around 1910 to make it six
runs if the ball crossed the boundary line rather than
went out of the ground. “So every law in the game
has been changed, tweaked and manipulated except
one and that’s the length of the pitch (22 yards).”

Jones, who has travelled the cricket world for his
coaching and commentary stints, has a special place
for the IPL, whose huge salaries draw the best play-
ers from around the around.

A five-year $2.55-billion broadcast deal made
with Rupert Murdoch’s Star India last year strength-
ened the IPL’s standing further.

“It’s the third most watched sport in the world
after the English Premier League and the NFL
(National Football League),” said Jones.

“In terms of players it’s the best by miles. In terms
of viewership, it attracts the biggest numbers.”

Jones said traditional Tests will have to fight for
their survival against T20’s runaway success as a
growing numbers of players specialise in the format.

“Test doesn’t get your arousal levels up as (much
as) a T20 match,” said Jones. “Come down to the
wire, 15 off the last over, how many times does that
happen in Test cricket?

“How many ties are there in the limited-overs ver-
sion? So it’s coming down to what television wants
and TV is demanding T20 cricket.” — AFP


