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Five Yemenis and two Indian sailors were confirmed
dead when Mekunu hit Socotra in war-torn Yemen on
Thursday, causing heavy damage, Yemen’s fisheries
minister Fahad Kafin said. The government declared the
island in the northwest Indian Ocean, part of a
UNESCO-protected archipelago for its rich biodiversi-

ty, a “disaster” zone. Rescue teams on Friday found
alive four Indian sailors who were among 17 who had
been reported missing when the cyclone hit Socotra’s
port, and search operations are continuing for eight
Indian sailors.

In Salalah, the heavy rain had almost stopped on
Saturday, an AFP photographer said, but many streets
were still under water and nearby valleys were flooded.
Material damage was mostly limited to agriculture, with
many farms swept by winds blowing at up to 170 kilome-
ters, he added. Oman’s civil aviation meanwhile decided
to reopen on Sunday Salalah Airport, which had been
closed for the past three days. Authorities said however
that schools would remain closed until Monday. — AFP 

2 killed as Cyclone
Mekunu hits...
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While fasting for a whole month may seem like a lot, it
becomes easier when it is divided into three parts, as
above, or even into 30 separate days. If we fast one day
at a time, or one third at a time until we complete the
entire month, it will seem easier. The benefits of each
third are so worthwhile, that nobody who is aware of

them can purposefully forfeit them. Wishing all our read-
ers the benefits of Ramadan - mercy, forgiveness, and
release from Hellfire.

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educational
services that promote a positive and productive role in
society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and
interfaith interactions that promote social solidarity. For
more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net. 

3 parts of Ramadan...
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One of the photos released by the presidential Blue
House yesterday showed Moon and Kim hugging each
other after their meeting at Tongilgak, the North’s
building in the truce village.  The previous summit was
held at the southern side of the border. They were
accompanied by South Korean intelligence chief Suh
Hoon and his North Korean counterpart Kim Yong
Chol, who is in charge of inter-Korean affairs. Another
photo showed Moon shaking hands with Kim Jong Un’s
sister, Kim Yo Jong.

Trump hails ‘productive talks’
Trump said on Friday that Washington was having

“productive talks” with Pyongyang about reinstating
the June 12 meeting, just a day after cancelling it.
Politico magazine reported that an advance team of 30
White House and State Department officials was
preparing to leave for Singapore later this weekend.

Reuters reported earlier this week the team was
scheduled to discuss the agenda and logistics for the
summit with North Korean officials. The delegation was
to include White House Deputy Chief of Staff Joseph
Hagin and deputy national security adviser Mira
Ricardel, US officials said, speaking on condition of
anonymity. Trump said in a Twitter post late on Friday:
“We are having very productive talks about reinstating
the Summit which, if it does happen, will likely remain in
Singapore on the same date, June 12th, and, if neces-
sary, will be extended beyond that date.” 

Trump had earlier indicated the summit could be sal-
vaged after welcoming a conciliatory statement from
North Korea saying it remained open to talks. “It was a
very nice statement they put out,” Trump told reporters
at the White House. “We’ll see what happens - it could
even be the 12th.” “We’re talking to them now. They
very much want to do it. We’d like to do it,” he said. The
comments came just a day after Trump cited
Pyongyang’s “open hostility” in canceling the meeting.

Threats, insults
After years of tension over Pyongyang’s nuclear

weapons program, Kim and Trump agreed this month
to hold what would be the first meeting between a
serving US president and a North Korean leader. The
plan followed months of war threats and insults
between the leaders over North Korea’s development
of missiles capable of reaching the United States.

Trump scrapped the meeting in a letter to Kim on
Thursday after repeated threats by North Korea to pull
out over what it saw as confrontational remarks by US
officials demanding unilateral disarmament. Trump cited
North Korean hostility in cancelling the summit. In
Pyongyang, North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim
Kye Gwan said North Korea’s criticisms had been a
reaction to American rhetoric and that current antago-
nism showed “the urgent necessity” for the summit.

He said North Korea regretted Trump’s decision to
cancel and remained open to resolving issues “regard-
less of ways, at any time.” Kim Kye Gwan said North
Korea had appreciated Trump having made the bold
decision to work toward a summit. “We even inwardly
hoped that what is called ‘Trump formula’ would help
clear both sides of their worries and comply with the
requirements of our side and would be a wise way of
substantial effect for settling the issue,” he said.

North Korea also went ahead with a plan to
destroy its only known nuclear site on Thursday, the
most concrete action yet since pledging to cease all
nuclear and long-range missile tests last month.
Dozens of international journalists left North Korea
yesterday after observing the demolition of the under-
ground tunnels in Punggye-ri, where all of the North’s
six nuclear tests were conducted including its latest
and largest in September. Trump’s latest about-face
sent officials scrambling in Washington. Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis told reporters diplomats were
“still at work” and said Trump had just sent a note out
on the summit, which could be back on “if our diplo-
mats can pull it off.”

US State Department spokeswoman Katina Adams
declined to give details of any diplomatic contacts but
said: “As the president said in his letter to Chairman
Kim, dialogue between the two is the only dialogue that
matters. If North Korea is serious, then we look for-
ward to hearing from them at the highest levels.” White
House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders told reporters
Trump did not want a meeting that was “just a political
stunt.” “He wants to get something that’s a long-lasting
and an actual real solution. And if they are ready to do
that then ...  we’re certainly ready to have those conver-
sations,” she said. — Reuters

Leaders of
two Koreas hold...
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For some, there would be many economic benefits to

throwing Mogadishu’s support behind Saudi Arabia or
the Emirates in a development which has put pressure
on already fraught internal relationships in a country
already fraught with violence. Rondos also expressed
concern that the Gulf crisis could exacerbate tensions
between East African nations working together on
efforts to solve regional crises, notably South Sudan
and Burundi, as well as in Somalia. — AFP 

GCC crisis threatens 
East African peace...

JERUSALEM: Palestinian worshippers pray in Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound on the second Friday prayers of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

LIMA: Researchers in Peru believe they have traced
the origins of the Incas - the largest pre-Hispanic civi-
lization in the Americas—through the DNA of the
modern-day descendants of their emperors. From their
ancient capital Cusco, the Incas controlled a vast
empire called Tahuantinsuyo, which extended from the
west of present-day Argentina to the south of
Colombia. They ruled for more than two hundred years
before being conquered by the invading Spanish in the
16th century.

The empire included the mountain-top citadel of
Machu Picchu in modern-day Peru-now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and a major tourist attraction.
After becoming fascinated by the Inca culture, their
organizational skills and their mastery of engineering,
researchers Ricardo Fujita and Jose Sandoval of
Lima’s University of San Martin de Porresit became
interested in the genetic profile of their descendants.
They said the aim of the study, the first of its kind, was
to reveal whether there was a unique Inca patriarch.
“It’s like a paternity test, not between father and son
but among peoples,” Fujita told AFP.

The scientists wanted to verify two common leg-
ends about the origin of the Incas. One attributes them
to a couple from around Lake Titicaca, in Peru’s Puno
region. The other identifies the first Incas as the Ayar

brothers from the Pacaritambo mountain in the Cusco
region. DNA samples were taken from inhabitants of
both places. “After three years of tracking the genetic
fingerprints of the descendants, we confirm that the
two legends explaining the origin of the Inca civiliza-
tion could be related,” said Fujita.

Genetic similarities   
“They were compared with our genealogical base

of more than 3,000 people to reconstruct the
genealogical tree of all individuals,” said Fujita. “We
finally reduced this base to almost 200 people sharing
genetic similarities close to the Inca nobility.” The
study released some preliminary results in April, in the
review Molecular Genetics and Genomics. “The con-
clusion we came to is that the Tahuantinsuyo nobility
is descended from two lines, one in the region of Lake
Titicaca, the other around the mountain of
Pacaritambo in Cusco. That confirms the legends,” said
Sandoval.

But it also confirms that the two legends were
linked. “Probably the first migration came from the
Puno region and was established in Pacaritambo for a
few decades before heading to Cusco and founding
Tahuantinsuyo,” he said. But the work of the
researchers does not stop there. Now they want to go
further back in time. For that, they have to test the
DNA of ancient relics, such as mummies, “to form the
most complete picture of the origin of the most impor-
tant pre-Hispanic civilization,” said Fujita.

The task looks complicated because the Spanish
Conquistadores, who arrived 1532, destroyed Inca
mummies that families venerated, as they sought to
convert people to Christianity.  — AFP

Scientists use DNA 
to trace origins of 
the Inca emperors

LIMA: Peruvian genetics specialist Ricardo Fujita works at his lab in the San Martin de Porres University in
Lima on May 11, 2018. — AFP


