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Disgraced Hollywood mogul Harvey
Weinstein was charged with rape and a
sex crime in New York on Friday, in what
was hailed a landmark for the #MeToo

movement, nearly eight months after his career
imploded in a blaze of accusations of misconduct.
The former mogul-once the toast of Hollywood,
whose films won scores of Oscars-smirked as he
was escorted into a Manhattan courtroom in hand-
cuffs to face the first criminal charges lodged
against him.

Weinstein, a 66-year-old twice-married father
of five, was charged with rape in the first and third
degrees, stemming from an attack on a woman in
2013, and a criminal sex act against another
woman in 2004. Neither victim was named.
“Today’s charges reflect significant progress in this
active, ongoing investigation,” said Manhattan
District Attorney Cyrus Vance, thanking “brave
survivors” for coming forward and urging others
to call a sex crimes hotline.

Standing alongside his defense attorney, the
former Tinseltown powerbroker looked glum dur-
ing the brief arraignment, agreeing to post bail at
$1 million cash, surrender his passport and be fit-
ted with a GPS monitoring device. Weinstein’s
career went down in flames in October over sexual
assault allegations following explosive articles in
The New York Times and New Yorker, which
sparked a sexual harassment reckoning across the
United States, in multiple industries.

Nearly 100 women have now accused
Weinstein of crimes ranging from sexual harass-
ment to assault and rape going back decades. New
York authorities have been investigating the dis-
graced producer for months, under growing pres-
sure from Hollywood actresses to bring him to jus-
tice, and their probes are ongoing. Weinstein

already faces a slew of civil lawsuits, is reportedly
under federal investigation, and his former studio
has filed for bankruptcy. 

But these were the first criminal charges against
Weinstein. Defense attorney Ben Brafman told
reporters that his client would plead not guilty and
still denied any non-consensual sexual activity.
“We intend to move very quickly to dismiss these
charges,” Brafman said.  “Bad behavior is not on
trial,” he added. “Mr Weinstein did not invent the
casting couch in Hollywood.” His case was
adjourned until July 30.

Handcuffs
The former studio boss surrendered to police

shortly before 7:30 am (1130 GMT) wearing a
white shirt, pale blue sweater and dark blazer, as
dozens of television cameras and photographers
mobbed the street outside. He walked into the sta-
tion clutching several books, apparently including
the Rodgers and Hammerstein biography
“Something Wonderful” and a volume on late
director Elia Kazan.  

He left handcuffed, without the books, after his
mugshots and fingerprints were taken. Police said
he was “arrested, processed and charged with
rape, criminal sex act, sex abuse and sexual mis-
conduct.” Out on bail, Weinstein’s travel will be
restricted to New York and the neighboring state
of Connecticut.

Inevitable descent to hell
Former actress Lucia Evans, who said

Weinstein forced her to perform oral sex on him in
2004, is thought to be one of the women whose
cases triggered the New York charges. New York
police previously confirmed another credible rape
allegation after “Boardwalk Empire” actress Paz de
la Huerta accused the former producer of raping
her twice at her New York apartment in late 2010.

Salma Hayek, Gwyneth Paltrow and Angelina
Jolie are among more than two dozen actresses
who say they were sexually harassed by the pro-
ducer. A few, including Asia Argento and Rose
McGowan, said they were raped. “I have to admit I
didn’t think I would see the day that he would have
handcuffs on him,” McGowan told ABC television.
“Today Harvey Weinstein will take his first step on

his inevitable descent to hell. We, the women, final-
ly have real hope for justice,” tweeted Argento.

The Time’s Up anti-harassment movement-
launched on January 1 — said the producer “shat-
tered the lives of an untold number of women,”
adding that it looked “forward to seeing justice
prevail.” The #MeToo movement has seen people
around the world come forward with cases of sex-
ual mistreatment, leading to the downfall of power-
ful men across industries, including Oscar winner
Kevin Spacey. Weinstein has reportedly spent
months in treatment for sex addiction. His fashion
designer wife, Georgina Chapman, has left him.

But for all the media circus, experts warn that

any trial-let alone a criminal conviction-would still
be a long way off. Sexual assault cases, particular-
ly those that allegedly happened years ago, are
notoriously difficult to prosecute and often lack
substantive forensic evidence. Weinstein’s lawyer
is one of America’s most celebrated criminal
defense attorneys. His past clients include former
IMF boss Dominique Strauss-Kahn, who escaped
criminal prosecution for alleged sexual assault in
2011.—AFP 

Weinstein charged with 
rape, sex crime in New York

For decades, he was the kingmaker lording it over
Hollywood who Meryl Streep famously called
“God.” But on Friday, Harvey Weinstein was arrest-

ed and charged with rape, the most famous pariah of the
#MeToo cause. It’s been nearly eight months since the
Oscar-winning mogul was hit by bombshell articles in
The New York Times and New Yorker magazine accusing
him of decades of sexual harassment, assault and rape.

Since then, nearly 100 women have come forward
alleging 40 years of impropriety that sparked a sexual
harassment watershed, ending the careers of powerful
men and spawning the global #MeToo and Time’s Up
movements. “I came of age in the ‘60s and ‘70s, when all
the rules about behavior and workplaces were different,”
the 66-year-old said in a bizarre statement in October
that apologized for yet appeared to justify his behavior.
“That was the culture then,” said Weinstein. 

While he denies any non-consensual activity, he dis-
appeared from public life, surfacing occasionally from
reported sex addiction treatment, his name toxic and his
reputation destroyed. The one-time Democratic Party
donor, who hobnobbed with Hillary Clinton and once had
a personal fortune estimated at $150 million, was hit
Friday for the first time by criminal charges, following an
avalanche of civil lawsuits.

He turned himself into a New York police station
before being charged with first and third degree rape in
2013, seemingly in a Midtown Manhattan hotel, and a
criminal sex act in the first degree in 2004. His lawyer
Ben Brafman said the former Hollywood legend, who for
decades produced box office and critically claimed hits,
would plead not guilty. “Bad behavior is not on trial in
this case,” Brafman told reporters.

Terribly naive
“Mr Weinstein did not invent the casting couch in

Hollywood and to the extent that there is bad behavior in
that industry, that is not what this is about.” But whether
or not he ever goes on trial or is criminally convicted, his
career is over. He has been expelled by the Oscar-award-
ing Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and
sacked by his own studio, The Weinstein Company, which
has since filed for bankruptcy.

His British fashion designer wife is divorcing him, his
homes are being sold and he must now suffer the indigni-
ty of surrendering his passport and being fitted with a
GBC monitor out on a $1 million cash bail. Salma Hayek,
Gwyneth Paltrow and Angelina Jolie are among more
than two dozen actresses who say they were sexually
harassed by the producer. “There was a part of me that
was terribly naive,” Georgina Chapman, his estranged
wife and mother of two, told Vogue magazine recently.

“I had what I thought was a very happy marriage. I
loved my life,” she said. Asked if she had ever been suspi-
cious, Chapman replied: “Absolutely not. Never.”  Born in
Queens on March 19, 1952 the son of a diamond cutter,
he studied at Buffalo University and initially produced
rock concerts until he and his younger brother, Bob,
struck out into the movie business. They co-founded
Miramax Films, a small distribution company named after
his mother Miriam and father Max, in 1979.

The punisher
Miramax hits include 1998’s “Shakespeare in Love,”

for which Weinstein shared a best picture Oscar. But the
company was sold to Disney in 1993 and the brothers left
in 2005 to start up their own studio, The Weinstein
Company. In February, New York’s attorney general, who
has since resigned in his own cloud of abuse allegations,
sued the brothers and studio for failing to protect
employees from alleged sexual misconduct despite multi-
ple complaints.

Over the years, Weinstein’s films received more than
300 Oscar nominations and 81 statuettes. The films he
steered to Academy Awards glory include “The Artist,”
“The King’s Speech” and “The Iron Lady”-which won
best actress for Streep as former British prime minister
Margaret Thatcher. His more than 300 projects included
the Cannes-winning “Pulp Fiction” (1994), “The English
Patient” (1996) and “Gangs of New York” in 2002.

Through it all, the burly executive was famous for his
hard-nosed approach to work and Oscars campaigns.
Streep-who is fiercely protective of her family life-was
apparently made to earn every penny of her fee on the
promotion circuit for “The Iron Lady.” “I just want to
thank my agent and God-Harvey Weinstein,” she told the
2012 Golden Globes. “The punisher. Old Testament, I
guess,” she added. The triple Oscar winner has since said
she was “appalled” and had not idea about the “disgrace-
ful” allegations.—AFP 

Kenyan filmmakers
rise up against archaic 
1960s restrictions 
Kenyan filmmakers have urged authorities to

revamp a 1960s law that threatens them with jail
if they do not pay for a license and impose other

restrictions they say are stifling their resurgent indus-
try. Directors and producers poured onto social media
this week to protest after the regulator printed adverts
in newspapers reminding them of the terms of the legis-
lation, which dates back to British colonial rule.

The Kenya Film Classification Board - which has to
check scripts before filming begins under the law and
classifies movies - said it had placed the ads as part of
a crackdown on unregistered producers and makers of
pornography. But the notices touched a raw nerve in a
growing industry that has expanded alongside the
growth of new media.

“It is a colonial law, created to keep Africans from
making films and expressing themselves, so it is not in
keeping with the times, it is faulty, we need to fight it, it
has to be modified,” veteran director, producer and
writer Cajetan Boy said on Friday. The classification
body’s chief executive, Ezekiel Mutua, said it planned to
step up checks that film were properly licensed. “We
are now coming to a crackdown, we are starting raids

and it’s not because we want to criminalize creativity.
It’s because there are bad apples within the industry,”
he told Reuters.

An old law
The body had a duty to protect the public, he added.

“Films must reflect the dominant values of the people.
Films must promote morality in society.” But filmmakers
said the restrictions had not kept track with changing
tastes and technology. Last month the board banned
“Rafiki”, a film about two women falling in love, on the
grounds that it promoted lesbianism - in violation of
another colonial-era law.

“It’s archaic ... it’s an old law. We need to now sit
down and look at the situation and circumstances that
are now in 2018 and see how best that law can work for
us,” director David Gitonga said. His latest film,
“Disconnect” is a romantic comedy about young
Kenyans exploring relationships and sexuality in
Nairobi. “I’m all for paying for our licenses but let’s
look at what are we paying for. You know that young
upcoming kid who wants to make a film with his phone,
let him be free to go shoot even in the city,” he added.

The law, which was created just before Kenya
gained independence at the end of 1963, allows the
government to “control the making and exhibition” of
audio visual material including films. Kenya’s film indus-
try was worth $2 billion in 2016, up from 600 million in
2007, according to a study by the Kenya Film
Commission.—Reuters

Catalan filmmaker Carla Simon
remembers little of the day
that, aged six, she joined the

ranks of countless orphans left behind
by Spain’s “lost generation” of AIDS
victims. Her parents were among
50,000 Spaniards who contracted
HIV from 1981, when the virus first
appeared, until its peak around 1997,
with needle-sharing by drug addicts
the largest cause of transmission.

“As a kid, when something like that
happens to you it’s like the memory
erases or blocks and I don’t remem-
ber specific things,” the Catalan
director said. “I remember emotions,
like I remember that I didn’t cry the
day that my mom died and this made
me feel very bad.” Simon went back
to that traumatic period for her fea-
ture directorial debut “Summer 1993,”
looking through old photographs and
piecing together half-remembered
images and snatches of conversation.

Premiering at Berlin’s annual festi-
val and winning best debut feature,
the Catalan-language movie made a
respectable $1.2 million in Spanish
box offices. It has been gaining
momentum in recent months, picking
up prizes for best feature, director

and writing as well as awards for its
cast at festivals around the world
ahead of its US release on Friday.

The movie follows a six-year-old
Simon reimagined as the fictional
Frida, who looks on in silence as the
last objects from her recently
deceased mother’s apartment in
Barcelona are placed in boxes. Her
aunt, uncle, and three-year-old
cousin, Anna, welcome her with open
arms-but it is only very slowly that
Frida begins to get used to her new
home in the countryside.

New liberties
Critics have raved about the per-

formances of Laia Artigas as Frida
and Paula Robles as her surrogate
sister Anna, who make for the film’s
emotional heart despite being too
young to learn their lines. “I talked a
lot during the takes. I would tell them
what to do or what they had to say
and they would repeat,” Simon said.
“They got used to just hearing my
voice, not looking at me and following
instructions. And then in post-pro-
duction we took my voice out.”

By 1997, Spain had 120,000
HIV/AIDS cases in an adult popula-
tion of around 21 million-the highest
rate in the European Union and triple
the average. The virus spread rapidly
during years of heavy heroin use, a
manifestation of the new liberties
enjoyed by Spaniards after the down-
fall of the Franco dictatorship in 1975.
“Democracy started and everyone
was very happy to get their freedom
finally. Some of the young people
brought this freedom to the extreme,”
says Simon.—AFP

From Hollywood ‘God’ 
to #MeToo pariah: 

The disgrace of Weinstein

Harvey Weinstein turns himself in to the New York Police
Department’s First Precinct after be served with criminal
charges by the Manhattan District Attorney’s office in New
York City. — AFP 

Harvey Weinstein, center,
signs documents as he

attends his arraignment at
the Manhattan Criminal

Court in New York.

Filmmaker, AIDS orphan Carla
Simon on Spain’s ‘lost generation’

“We, the women, 
finally have real 
hope for justice”


