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Signed letter to
Bush Sr symbol
of enduring
friendship with
Kuwait
KUWAIT: In a warm Ramadan night, a galaxy
of young Kuwaiti men and women had the
opportunity to relive a very special moment in
their lives; a tad over quarter-century ago.
Back in 1991, a group of some 104 children had
signed a letter to President George HW Bush,
thanking him for the major role the United
States played in liberating their country on
February 26th of that year.

Around 15 members of that group gathered
at the residence of US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman last night for a ‘ghabka’ in
their honor and to celebrate yet another special
occasion. A copy of the letter they signed is
framed at the Embassy and the original was
sent to the George HW Bush Presidential
Center in Dallas, TX, where former President
Bush Sr took a photo with it. This photo was
framed and hanged at the Embassy as well.

In remarks on the occasion, Ambassador
Silverman voiced “real pleasure” to commemo-
rate the letter inked some 27 years ago. “I’d like
to give a special thanks to Dr Sarah who
organized the letter all those years ago and
who helped us connect with many of you here
today,” he said. Dr Sarah is the author of the
‘thank you’ letter and daughter of Abdullah Al-
Rakyan; initiator of its idea.

“The first time I saw your letter here at the
Embassy, I wondered how many people have
had the opportunity to see it over the years. I
knew that very few Americans had seen it. We
thought that the American people should see
your kind gesture to President Bush, thanking
him for US support for the liberation of Kuwait
and wishing him a Happy Birthday,” the ambas-
sador said. The 41st US president was born
June 12, 1924.  “So we contacted the George
Bush Presidential Library and Museum in Texas
and asked if they would like to exhibit the letter
for all to see. They were thrilled.  From now on,
all visitors to the Bush Library will be able to
see your letter,” Ambassador Silverman noted
with a joyous tone.

“As I think you know, President Bush felt US
leadership of the coalition to liberate Kuwait
was a matter of principle. I still remember see-
ing how angry he was when he heard the news
of the invasion and how his immediate reaction
was that, the invasion and occupation ‘will not
stand’. Some 540,000 Americans participated
in the effort to help liberate Kuwait, and 148
died in the fight. It was the right thing to do - a
matter of principle, as President Bush said,”
said Silverman, underlining that US commit-
ment to Kuwait’s security remains “as strong

today as it was then.” He said that he views
such letter, signed by “kids back then,” as a
symbol of the enduring friendship between the
two countries and peoples. “Our relationship
has grown stronger since that time, and our
cooperation closer,” he said. That cooperation
makes both Kuwaitis and Americans more
secure. It makes this region more secure. It also
helps expand economic and educational ties, he
stressed.  “We hope that future generations will
see your letter and remember the sacrifices you
and your families made in the struggle for liber-
ation, as well as the long friendship between
our two nations and our peoples. The initiative
that you took so many years ago showed your
character, something that I am sure has guided
your lives since then,” Silverman addressed the
audience.

Rakyan said meanwhile that “showing appre-
ciation” was the drive behind the letter. “We
focused that young school children should be the

signatories of the letter as a pure manifestation
of gratitude to the role former president Bush Sr
played in liberating Kuwait. “I will definitely take
my children and grandchildren to see the original
letter displayed in George Bush Presidential
Library and Museum in Texas,” he said.

Jarrah Al-Hindi, now a financial analyst, said
that when he signed the letter some 27 years
ago, he was too young to realize the magnitude
of its impact on the recipient. But now, and
after seeing President Bush’s picture with the
letter, “I feel proud.”

Meanwhile, Mohammad Banayan, a
telecommunications specialist at Zain Co. said
that despite the fact that he was very young at
that time; four years old, yet he could recall the
sense of excitement he felt after knowing that
he took a small part in offering a “nice gesture
for a good man.” Ambassador Silverman then
handed each guest a copy of the photo at the
end of the event.— KUNA

Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque still standing
proud after 2015 cowardly attack

KUWAIT: On the ninth day of the holy month of Ramadan (June 26, 2015)
Kuwaitis were shocked by a cowardly terror attack against the Imam Al-Sadeq
Mosque in Kuwait City, an incident that left 26 people dead and some 227 oth-
ers injured. After three years from the attack, the mosque was renovated upon
directives from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah who was amongst the first to rush to the scene of the attack after it
occurred.  With prayers resuming and people returning to the facility, the
mosque stands defiantly against those who sought to create strife and disunity
amongst the people of Kuwait. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah prays inside the renovated Imam Al-
Sadeq Mosque. — KUNA archive

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen upon his arrival at the site of the
Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque shortly after the attack took place.

This picture taken shortly after the Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque’s blast shows the
heavily damaged main prayer hall.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah offers condolences to the families of the attack’s victims.

Impact of the blast at the entrance of the Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque.

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman poses with a group of the letter’s
signatories. —KUNA

George HW Bush is pictured with the original letter.

Burgan Bank
sponsors Dasman
School workshop
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently spon-
sored Dasman Bilingual School’s workshop
entitled ‘Teaching Strategies to Engage
Learners and Prepare a Differentiated
Lesson Plan’. Recently organized by
Dasman Bilingual School in order to raise
the level of knowledge among teachers in
Kuwait on the strategies of teaching to
encourage teachers to engage in the edu-
cational process and how to prepare a les-
son plan distinctive. The recent support of
the school’s initiative comes as part of
Burgan Bank’s commitment to its social
responsibility towards enriching the edu-
cational process.

Dr Richard Cash presented the work-
shop which was held between 15 - 19 April,
he delivered modern teaching methods and
techniques to inspire creativity for educa-
tors at advanced levels. Nearly 100 teach-
ers from different schools in Kuwait

attended and participated in the produc-
tive platform by the renowned academic.

Due to the success of the workshop,
Burgan Bank has hosted Dr Richard Cash
to present a special workshop for the bank
staff with the name “Creativity in the work-
place.” During the Teaching Strategies
workshop, the bank by presence partici-
pated in the Dasman School to showcase
its various products and services for the
integrated banking of teachers. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
held a sign language training program for
its employees in efforts to empower them
to offer banking services to people with
special needs. This comes in response to
the regulatory authorities and the Central
Bank of Kuwait’s (CBK) instructions, and
in line with KFH’s keenness to ensure that
its services encompass all society seg-
ments as per the highest standards of
services quality.

Deputy General Manager Sales and
Distribution at KFH, Khaled Alsubaiei said
that the training program aims at empow-
ering the staff to skillfully communicate
with the deaf-mute and offer them the best
service at six branches.

He added that the program tackled dif-
ferent theoretical and practical topics of

special education, prevention methods, and
the indicating symptoms, while the practi-
cal side of the program revolved around
the manual alphabet that is used in deaf
education, and had subsequently been
adopted as a distinct part of a number of
sign languages. 

The program witnessed remarkable
response and participation, which reflects
the employees’ desire to serve this impor-
tant segment in the society stemming from
their social values and the Islamic identity
of the bank. Twelve male and female
employees participated in the program to
offer the best banking services to the peo-
ple with special needs; the deaf-mute peo-
ple. KFH had previously wrapped up a
sign language program of training 30
employees. 

KFH holds sign language 
training program for staff


