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Rockets edge Warriors to level series

SAN FRANCISCO: NBA regular-season wins leader
Houston, powered by James Harden’s 30 points and 27
from Chris Paul, edged defending champion Golden
State 95-92 Tuesday to level their semi-final playoff
series at two wins each. The Rockets snapped Golden
State’s record playoff home win streak at 16 games, the
Warriors suffering their first loss since the 2016 NBA
Finals, and took their first playoff win over the Warriors
in eight all-time tries. 

“We know how hard it is to come back from 3-1,” Paul
said. “When it’s winning time, you have got to suck it up.
We knew we needed one here and we got it.” P.J. Tucker
had 16 rebounds and Clint Capella grabbed 13 for the
Rockets, who host game five of the best-of-seven
Western Conference final Thursday in Houston.

Paul hopes the title quest helps the Houston area
take relief from a school shooting that saw a teen gun-
man kill 10 people, much the way the Houston Astros’
World Series baseball crown did last year after hurri-
cane flooding.

“Hopefully basketball can be a way for people to ease
their minds, if only for a moment,” Paul said. The series
winner will face either Cleveland or Boston in the NBA
Finals starting May 31. Stephen Curry led Golden State
with 28 points on 10-of-26 shooting while Kevin Durant
added 27 points and 12 rebounds and Draymond Green
had 11 points, 14 rebounds and eight assists.

The defeat marks the first time the Warriors, seeking
a third crown in four seasons, have lost twice in a playoff
series since Durant joined last season. “Now we’ve got
to fight. This is now a real playoff-type experience,”
Curry said. “We’re ready for it. The vibe in the locker
room is really positive when it comes to what we need to
correct to win game five.”

Harden made 11-of-26 shots from the floor and Paul
hit 10-of-20 to lift the Rockets, who closed the game
on a 25-10 run after falling behind 82-70. “I wish we
had done a better job of taking control,” Durant said.
“We had chances to win... We’ve just got to get better
next game.”

The Warriors lacked starter Andre Iguodala with a
bruised left leg and saw Klay Thompson strain his left
knee in the second quarter while Houston’s Paul said his
nagging left foot injury was improved. “It’s as good as
it’s going to be right now,” Paul said. “Mental toughness
is just as important as physical toughness and we
showed that.”

‘JUST RAN OUT OF GAS’ 
Curry scored 17 points in the third quarter, three con-

secutive 3-pointers sparking an 18-3 run to open the big
lead. “They went on a hell of a run in the third and I told
the guys in the huddle ‘Let’s fight back,’” Paul said. “Hell
of an effort. Fun game. Big time game.”

Stopping Houston took a toll on the Warriors in a
physical contest. “Some of the work we had on defense
affected us on the offensive end,” Curry said. “When you
give yourself a lead like that it would help to sustain it.”
Golden State, which opened the game on a 12-0 run,
managed only 12 points in the fourth quarter.

“We just ran out of gas,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr
said. “They outplayed us in the fourth quarter and that
was the difference. This game was just trench warfare,
everybody grinding it out.”

‘GUTTING IT OUT’ 
Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni said he had never

seen his club defend so well. “This is the highest level
we’ve ever played defensively,” he said. “There was
some good defense in there to get us back. And they
got a little tired in the fourth quarter because they felt
us for three quarters.”

In the dying seconds, Thompson missed a jumper,
Paul hit a final foul shot and Curry missed a desperate 3-
point try at the final buzzer. “It was just gutting it out and
willing it,” D’Antoni said. “Got to find a way. This thing is
not always going to be pretty but it’s going to be tough.”

Harden scored 15 points in the second quarter as
Houston, down 28-19 after one quarter, surged ahead
53-46 at half-time. — AFP

Warriors lacked starter Iguodala with bruised left leg

OAKLAND: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors drives to the basket for a shot against the Houston Rockets during Game Four of the Western Conference Finals of the 2018 NBA Playoffs at ORACLE Arena on Tuesday in
Oakland, California. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s star batsman AB de
Villiers yesterday announced his surprise retirement
from all international cricket after a glittering 14-year
career playing for the Proteas.

De Villiers, 34, was famed for mixing traditional and
unorthodox shots, as well as his fast scoring and ability
to hit the ball to all parts of the ground. He holds the
world record for the fastest half-century (16 balls), hun-
dred (31 balls) and 150 (64 balls) in ODIs, and is one of
the few batsmen to top the Test and 50-over rankings at
the same time. “I have decided to retire from all interna-
tional cricket with immediate effect,” he said in a state-

ment. “After 114 Test matches, 228 ODIs and 78 T20
Internationals, it is time for others to take over. I have
had my turn, and to be honest, I am tired.”

The middle-order batsman said it had taken him a
long time to make the “tough” decision and that he
decided to quit while still playing “decent cricket”.

“After the fantastic series wins against India and
Australia, now feels like the right time to step aside,” he
said. “It would not be right for me to pick and choose
where, when and in what format I play for the Proteas.
For me, in the green and gold, it must be everything or
nothing.”

He added he had no plans to play overseas but would
continue in league competitions, saying: “It’s not about
earning more somewhere else, it’s about running out of
gas and feeling that it is the right time to move on.”

‘MISTER 360’  
De Villiers retired with a Test average of 50.66 and

as the fourth-highest run-scorer for South Africa with

8765 runs, with 22 100s.  In limited overs, he finished as
the number two ranked batsman in the world and as the
second highest run-scorer behind Jacques Kallis with
9577 runs at an average of 53.50.

“AB is one of the all-time greats of South African
cricket who has thrilled spectators around the world
with his sheer brilliance, coupled to his ability to inno-
vate and take modern day batting... to new levels,” said
Cricket South Africa (CSA) president Chris Nenzani.

“It goes without saying that he is going to be greatly
missed wherever international cricket is played.” CSA
chief executive Thabang Moroe said De Villiers’ deci-
sion ahead of the 2019 World Cup in England and Wales
was disappointing but respected.

“AB has been a colossus on the world stage for well
over a decade,’ he said. “His ability to improvise has
made him known as Mr. 360 degrees in white ball crick-
et and we will never ever forget those remarkable
innings that earned him the fastest 50. 100 and 150 in
ODI cricket.” — AFP
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