
MADRID: Gareth Bale’s relationship with
Zinedine Zidane will come to a crossroads
when Real Madrid play Liverpool in the
Champions League final on Saturday. The
pair have not seen eye-to-eye for some time,
ever since Zidane jettisoned the Welshman for
Real’s last 16 first leg game at home to Paris
Saint-Germain in February. 

With their La Liga challenge all but over,
Zidane’s reputation hinged on a run in
Europe and dropping Bale delivered a
resounding message about a lack of trust
when it mattered most. But breaking point
arrived in April, in the quarter-finals, in the
second leg at home to Juventus. Bale had
scored three goals in his previous three
games, six in five including matches for
Wales, and he was rewarded with a start at
the Santiago Bernabeu. 

Zidane, however, hauled him off at half-
time, with Real trailing Juve 2-0.  At best, it
seemed the Frenchman was apportioning
blame to Bale. At worst, it seemed like punish-
ment by public humiliation. “It was not to
punish Gareth but something had to change,”
Zidane said after the match. “I was not happy
with the approach.” Bale felt harshly treated,
he became noticeably down around the squad
and his intensity dropped in training. Sources
told AFP that Bale and Zidane were barely on
speaking terms around this period. 

Three days after Real scraped past
Juventus, via Cristiano Ronaldo’s last-gasp
penalty, they faced a lengthy trip to Malaga
and several key players, including Bale, were
left out. Real insisted they were rested but
while the likes of Ronaldo, Toni Kroos, Luka
Modric and Marcelo returned for the week-
end’s game against Athletic Bilbao, Bale again
found himself sat on the bench.  By the time
he had been overlooked for both semi-final
legs against Bayern Munich, the 28-year-old

had started only one of his last five matches. 

‘I’VE BEEN IN GOOD FORM’ 
“It is always going to happen in a side like

ours,” Zidane said. “There are players in good
form and in the team, who are playing well.” If
that was the lowest point, there has been an
upturn in recent weeks, in both Bale’s form
and his connection with Zidane.  A brilliant
goal against Barcelona, the highlight of a
rather underwhelming performance, provided
a spark, followed by two more goals and a
man-of-the-match display against Celta Vigo.
Bale scored against Villarreal on Saturday to
make it five goals in his last four starts. 

It means the final against Liverpool this
weekend represents an acid test.  The expec-
tation in recent weeks had been Bale would
again give way to less spectacular, but more
defensively diligent, team-mates - Lucas
Vazquez, Karim Benzema or Isco - but this
latest surge will be difficult to ignore.  Even in

an interview with Real Madrid TV on
Tuesday, Bale pointedly said when asked
about his form: “I feel like I’ve been in good
form for a while.” Sources have told AFP that
Bale’s first choice this summer is to resist
offers from England and stay at Real Madrid,
where he enjoys the lifestyle, the support of
those higher up the club, and where his family
are settled.  But his persistence has its limits. 

If Zidane rejuvenates Bale for Real’s
biggest game of the season, it would contin-
ue the upward momentum and create the
possibility for a fresh start next season. If he
disregards Bale’s form in Kiev and leaves him
on the bench, reconciliation becomes dis-
tinctly unlikely. 

“He is playing very well, he has scored
many goals recently,” Zidane said on
Tuesday. “Not only that but he has been
very consistent. He has not played so much
but the last three games he has played he
has played well.”  — AFP

LONDON: Arsenal announced former
Paris Saint-Germain coach Unai Emery as
their new boss yesterday, handing him the
daunting task of revitalising a club that
has slipped well behind their Premier
League rivals.

The Spaniard, who won the domestic
treble with PSG this season, emerged as
the shock favourite to replace Arsene
Wenger earlier this week after it had
appeared former Arsenal captain Mikel
Arteta was in line to land the job at the
Emirates.

Wenger departed at the end of the
season following a 22-year reign, with
the club finishing sixth in the Premier
League — 37 points behind champions
Manchester City-and failing to qualify
for the Champions League.

Arsenal will be wary of the turmoil at
Manchester United after the departure
of long-serving manager Alex Ferguson
in 2013 but said the choice of Emery was
unanimous. “I am thrilled to be joining
one of the great clubs in the game,” Emery,
46, told Arsenal’s website. “Arsenal is
known and loved throughout the world for
its style of play, its commitment to young
players, the fantastic stadium, the way the
club is run.  I’m very excited to be given
the responsibility to start this important
new chapter in Arsenal’s history.”

Chief executive Ivan Gazidis said the
decision to appoint the former Valencia and
Spartak Moscow boss had been unani-

mous. “Unai has an outstanding track
record of success throughout his career,
has developed some of the best young tal-
ent in Europe and plays an exciting, pro-
gressive style of football that fits Arsenal
perfectly,” he said.

“His hard-working and passionate
approach and his sense of values on and
off the pitch make him the ideal person to
take us forward.”

Emery left PSG this month after winning

Ligue 1 and four domestic cups in two sea-
sons in the French capital. The Spaniard,
who will be unveiled at a press conference
at the Emirates later on Wednesday, will
work in a head coach capacity at Arsenal.

It follows the appointments of Raul
Sanllehi as head of football relations and
Sven Mislintat as head of recruitment over
the past year.  Before moving to France in
2016, Emery had a significant track record
of success in Spain, winning three succes-

sive Europa League titles with Sevilla.
Arsenal have won three FA Cups in the

past five seasons but have consistently
failed to mount a credible title challenge
since they were last crowned Premier
League winners in 2004. Wenger won
three Premier Leagues and a record seven
FA Cups during his time in charge, his
crowning glory coming in the 2003/04
season when Arsenal won the league with-
out losing a single game.

Defeat to Atletico Madrid in the
Europa League semi-finals earlier this
month meant Arsenal missed out on
Champions League qualification for a
second consecutive season. Emery has
earned a reputation as one of Europe’s
most studious coaches, demanding
relentless effort on the training ground.

He has flourished within a structure
similar to the one now in place at
Arsenal, working well with recruitment
director Monchi at Sevilla. But accord-
ing to reports, he will have just £50 mil-

lion ($67 million) to spend on new players
to revitalise his squad, putting him at a
huge disadvantage compared with the
cash-rich Manchester clubs.

Emery will have a handful of top stars to
call on, including Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Mesut Ozil , but the
future of many of the squad members is
uncertain, with the club in need of defen-
sive reinforcements.

Yesterday’s official announcement came

after Emery looked to have confirmed him-
self as the Arsenal’s new boss late Tuesday.
The homepage of Emery’s personal web-
site, www.unai-emery.com, displayed a
picture of the Spaniard alongside an

Arsenal crest. It carried the message:
“Proud to be part of the Arsenal family.”
The image was later taken down, replaced
by an error message, but has now been
reinstated. — AFP

S p o r t s Thursday, May 24, 2018

27Established 1961 

I am thrilled 
to join one of 

the great clubs

BURTON ON TRENT: With only
two England appearances in his career
and not even 50 games under his belt
in club football, Ruben Loftus-Cheek
will not be a known quantity for
opposition coaches at the World Cup.

England manager Gareth
Southgate hopes the attacking mid-
fielder, who impressed on debut in a
November friendly against Germany,
can be his secret weapon, and the 22-
year-old says he is ready for the
intensity of the tournament in Russia.

“One hundred percent I feel ready
for it. I know how to deal with pres-
sure. As a youth player, I played for
England and got used to it and I have
just to carry it on to the bigger stage,”
he told reporters at England’s St.
George’s training camp.

“I won’t be intimidated by any
player or team, I think that is funda-
mental in football if you want to do
well. I take that mindset into the World
Cup.” Loftus-Cheek is one of several
inexperienced young players that have
been included in Gareth Southgate’s
World Cup squad and the tall mid-
fielder believes none of them will be
overawed.

“I think this squad is used to play-
ing under pressure, most of us haven’t
been to a World Cup before but for
me, individually, I am just excited to
play at the World Cup and I think if
you enjoy it, you play your best foot-
ball,” he said.

Loftus-Cheek is a product of

Chelsea’s youth system but got regu-
lar Premier League football under his
belt with former England manager
Roy Hodgson at Crystal Palace this
season. The Londoner doesn’t know
where he will be playing next season
but says he has to put that uncertainty
out of his mind for the next few weeks.

“I am not thinking about that too
much to be honest right now - I am
trying to focus on this summer, this
tournament is too big. “I’ll be back at
Chelsea in pre-season anyway and
then I will decide when that comes
along. I am not too worried it will get
sorted when the time comes.”

Southgate worked with Loftus-
Cheek during his time in charge of
England’s under-21 team and the play-
er says he enjoys the approach of the
former Aston Villa defender.

“He has been there and played for
England and so he knows what it is
like,” said Loftus-Cheek. “He has
been in these situations, with his
knowledge that he can pass on to us
players, it is great for us. “As a man-
ager he is very good with players
one-on-one and tries to help you as
much as he can.” If England, drawn
with Tunisia, Belgium and Panama in
Group G, are to provide a surprise run
in Russia, it will require the younger
elements in the squad, such as Loftus-
Cheek, to deliver. “In training you look
about at the talent and it is frightening.
I think we have a good chance,” said
Loftus-Cheek. — Reuters

‘Secret Weapon’ Loftus-Cheek
says he can handle big stage

Decision time for 
Zidane as Bale 
awaits chance for 
reconciliation

PARIS: File photo shows, Paris Saint-Germain’s Spanish head coach Unai Emery (L) shakes
hands with Arsenal’s French manager Arsene Wenger during the UEFA Champions League
Group A football match between Paris-Saint-Germain and Arsenal in Paris. Unai Emery has
been appointed as the new manager of Arsenal, the club announced yesterday. —  AFP

Emery has earned a reputation as one of Europe’s most studious coaches

Arsenal appoint ‘progressive’
Emery as Wenger successor

MADRID: (L-R) Real Madrid’s Croatian midfielder Luka Modric, Real Madrid’s French
coach Zinedine Zidane, French assistant coach David Bettoni, Real Madrid’s Brazilian
defender Marcelo and Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo attend a training session
during Real Madrid’s Media Open Day ahead of their UEFA Champions league final foot-
bal match against Liverpool FC, in Madrid on Tuesday. — AFP

Rabiot criticized
for rejecting
World Cup
standby spot
PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain midfielder
Adrien Rabiot “has made a huge mis-
take” in refusing to be a World Cup
standby player, France manager Didier
Deschamps said yesterday as his squad
assembled at their Clairefontaine train-
ing centre.

Rabiot was omitted from the main 23-
man squad and then emailed Deschamps
saying he would not “be able to follow
the training programme” laid out for the
11 standbys. “I can understand his
immense disappointment,” said
Deschamps, adding that Rabiot “has
dropped himself, insisting on being a
selector. I dare to hope that decisions
like this will help him grow up”.

“At the highest level there is no place
for moodiness, one has to be professional
in all circumstances.” Asked if the 23-
year-old Rabiot could one day return to

the France squad, Deschamps answered:
“I never take extreme positions. He’s put
himself in the wrong, full stop.”

Before Deschamps spoke, his boss,
Noel Le Graet, the president of the
French football federation, issued a state-
ment that said Rabiot “has made a bad
decision” and “punished and sentenced
himself on his own”.  Le Graet assumed
the roles of both sympathetic mentor and
stern disciplinarian.

Rabiot, Le Graet said, “is a player of
high quality and a likeable boy, who has
always behaved well in the national
squad,” before adding “his disappoint-
ment does not allow him to give up and
not make himself available for the
French team”.

The issue even echoed along France’s
corridors of power yesterday.  “I think
that when one has the honour of being
called to wear the tricolour shirt and
defend the colours of your country, one
answers ‘present’, whatever the role,” said
government spokesman Benjamin
Griveaux, after the weekly cabinet meet-
ing at the Elysee Palace.Rabiot, who has
six France caps, was placed on standby in
case one of the first-choice players was
hurt before the final deadline for submit-
ting the squad on June 4. — AFP

Belgium court
could throw FIFA
player rules
into turmoil
BRUSSELS:  Some of the most important
football action of the summer could take place
today not on a pitch but in a Belgium court
and could transform the transfer market.
More than two decades after the Bosman case
created freedom of contract, ended nationality
quotas and shifted power to the wealthiest
clubs, a Brussels court will hear an appeal on
third party ownership (TPO) of players, which
is banned by football’s world governing body,
FIFA.  TPO allows investors to hold a financial
stake in players and cash in by taking a cut
when they move between clubs during their
careers in lucrative transfer deals.

Critics say it deprives players of control
over their careers and former UEFA president

Michel Platini, now banned from football fol-
lowing a graft probe, called it “a type of slav-
ery”.  Football authorities worry that involve-
ment of third party owners with clubs creates
conflicts of interest and favours clubs who can
afford to form continuing relationships with
agents or player owners.  Supporters claim it
helps poorer clubs sign and develope young
players and spreads the burden of transfer
fees because they only buy part of the player’s
registration. 

The current case was brought by Belgian
third-division club Seraing which in January
2015 signed an agreement with investment
fund Doyen Sports based on the potential
returns from TPO. Seraing refused to accept
FIFA’s ban, imposed four months later, on TPO
and has already been fined 150,000 euros
($175,900, £131,720). Their legal action is
supported by the Spanish and Portuguese
leagues, who are also taking a case to the
European Commission.

‘ETHICAL VALUES’ 
FIFA, supported by European governing

body UEFA and global players union Fifpro,

are fiercely opposed to TPO. “One leg owned
by one, a leg by another, transforming work
contracts into financial products,” said Fifpro
president Philippe Piat.  Seraing’s lawyer
Jean-Louis Dupont, who also worked for
Jean-Marc Bosman when he won his landmark
case in 1995, argued that: “Under the guise of
protecting ethical values, FIFA are using their
regulatory power to promote their own eco-
nomic interests and those of their ultimate
members, the clubs in monopolising profits in
a transfer market that they created and regu-
late.” “Why can’t players own their own
rights?” he asked.  In the traditional model,
player registrations are bought and sold by
football clubs for an agreed transfer fee. 

In reality players, their agents and former
clubs often receive a cut of the fee as part of
the deal, but full ownership of the player sim-
ply passes between the clubs involved. In the
interview that cost him his job as England
manager, Sam Alardyce told Daily Telegraph
reporters posing as Far East businessmenin in
September 2016 that getting around TPO rules
was “not a problem” and that he knew agents
who were “doing it all the time”. — AFP


