
MERAJNAGAR: Flagmakers in Bangladesh
are doing a roaring trade weeks ahead of the
World Cup, but no-one is interested in the
home nation’s colours-the money is all on pen-
nants for Lionel Messi’s Argentina and
Neymar’s Brazil.

Textile printer Kamal Hossain owns one of
scores of small, hot, sweaty workshops in the
Merajnagar district of capital Dhaka, working
flat-out to produce flags and pennants for the
local market ahead of the tournament in
Russia. “For the last two months I have been
working non-stop,” said Hossain.  “There are
days when I do not even get two hours of
sleep,” added the 40-year-old, barely lifting
his head from his screen-printing machine.
Bangladesh is traditionally cricket territory, but
every four years the country of 160 million
people-whose national team is ranked 197th
out of 202 in the world by FIFA-goes World
Cup crazy.

Flags in the colours of Argentina and Brazil
take over the streets, and printers in
Merajnagar are expecting to produce hun-
dreds of thousands before the tournament
starts in Moscow on June 14. Homes have been
converted into makeshift printing and sewing
plants as orders pour in from across the coun-
try. “Every day we’re printing and making
thousands of flags. Today we’ve already print-
ed 11,000 Argentina pennants,” said Hossain.

Fans across Bangladesh hold flag-waving
processions to honour their favourite team.
Last week, a video of supporters marching with
a 200 metre-long Argentina flag in the north-
western town of Madarganj went viral on social
media.  The impoverished country first saw live
World Cup matches in 1982.  But it was the
1986 tournament, when Diego Maradona sin-
gle-handedly helped Argentina win the trophy,
that cemented football into the Bangladesh
psyche-along with a new favourite team.

“The craze for Argentina is still going
strong, Maradona is gone but Messi is the new
superstar,” said Faruq Mia, a flag hawker who
came from neighbouring Narayanganj district

to stock up. Mia bought 500 flags last week,
made a big profit and so needs 500 more. He
will be cheering for Argentina.

Factory owner Selim Howlader expects to
sell several hundred thousand flags as “World
Cup fever came early in the country, months
before kickoff”.  “In 2014, I sold more than
80,000 flags. Most of them were sold during
the World Cup or just days before kickoff.
Now I am selling 2,000-2,500 big flags and
10,000 pennants a day and the World Cup is
still weeks away,” said the happy 33-year-old
businessman. Howlader employs 25 workers
and said about 2,000 people in all are working
in Merajnagar’s flag factories.  — AFP

WASHINGTON: Michael A. Taylor hit a walk-off dou-
ble with one out in the ninth inning, giving the
Washington Nationals a 2-1 victory over the San Diego
Padres on Tuesday night at Nationals Park. Rookie Juan
Soto started the ninth inning with a walk against Mark
Strahm (0-2). Soto moved to second when Wilmer Difo
grounded to third baseman Cory Spangenberg, who
momentarily dropped the ball, which forced him to
throw to first for the out. Taylor followed by capping an
eight-pitch at-bat with a double off the wall in center
that easily scored Soto from second. Sean Doolittle (2-
2) earned the victory after striking out the side in the
top of the ninth. Washington’s Bryce Harper hit his 15th
homer of the season in the fifth, an inning after San
Diego’s Franchy Cordero hit his seventh home run.

RED SOX 4, RAYS 2
Mookie Betts hit his major-league-leading 16th

home run, and Chris Sale
struck out nine in 7 2/3
innings of two-run ball as
Boston beat Tampa Bay in St
Petersburg, Fla. Betts’ blast
was a three-run shot. Rafael
Devers launched a solo
homer for Boston, which
won for the fifth time in six
games. Sale (5-1) was
charged with one earned run
on four hits and two walks.
Willy Adames’ first hit in his
major league debut was a solo shot against Sale, and
Daniel Robertson also had an RBI for Tampa Bay. The
Rays have lost back-to-back games after a six-game
win streak.

BREWERS 1, DIAMONDBACKS 0
Domingo Santana, robbed of a homer earlier, drove in

the only run with asacrifice fly, and four Milwaukee pitch-
ers limited visiting Arizona to three hits. Lorenzo Cain
had two hits, a walk and two outfield assists for the
Brewers. The Diamondbacks got only two runners as far
as second base and had four runners thrown out on the
bases while losing their sixth straight and 12th of 13.
Brewers right-hander Jhoulys Chacin pitched five score-
less innings before Matt Albers (3-1), Josh Hader and
Corey Knebel finished up. Knebel recorded his third save.

INDIANS 10, CUBS 1
Jose Ramirez and Yonder Alonso drove in three runs

apiece and Trevor Bauer pitched six scoreless innings
as Cleveland cruised to a win at Chicago. Jason Kipnis
added two RBIs, and Michael Brantley finished 2-for-6
to extend his hitting streak to 11 games. Ian Happ hit a
433-foot home run in the ninth inning to help Chicago
avoid its fourth shutout loss.

BRAVES 3, PHILLIES 1
Brandon McCarthy pitched 5 2/3 solid innings, Ozzie

Albies homered and scored three runs, and visiting
Atlanta defeated Philadelphia. McCarthy (5-2) allowed
four hits and one run while striking out five and walking
two. Four Braves relievers held the Phillies to no runs on
three hits in the last 3 1/3 innings. Arodys Vizcaino
pitched the ninth inning for his ninth save. Albies,
Ronald Acuna Jr., Freddie Freeman and Tyler Flowers

had two hits each for the
Braves, who won for the third
time in four games.

REDS 7, PIRATES 2
Scooter Gennett slugged a

grand slam as part of a season-
best six-RBI night to help
Cincinnati post a victory
against visiting Pittsburgh.
Matt Harvey (1-2) pitched six
strong innings to win for the
first time in three starts since

joining the Reds. Harvey allowed one run, three hits and
two walks while striking out five. Tucker Barnhart went
3-for-4 and scored twice for Cincinnati. Gennett went
2-for-3 and scored twice, and Eugenio Suarez also had
two hits. Colin Moran and Austin Meadows hit solo
home runs for the Pirates, who have dropped four con-
secutive games.

ROYALS 5, CARDINALS 1
Jason Hammel picked up his first victory of the sea-

son, and Alex Gordon and Salvador Perez homered as
Kansas City won at St Louis. Hammel (1-5) was winless
in his first nine starts this season, but he delivered seven
strong innings to help the Royals snap a three-game
slide. He scattered nine hits, allowing only one run with
six strikeouts and no walks. 

Gordon and Alcides Escobar each had three hits for
the Royals, and Jon Jay added two hits. Yairo Munoz
went 4-for-4 to lead the Cardinals, and Marcell Ozuna
finished 3-for-4.

TWINS 6, TIGERS 0
Brian Dozier drove in three runs with a pair of dou-

bles, Lance Lynn tossed 6 2/3 scoreless innings, and
Minnesota downed Detroit in Minneapolis. Ehire
Adrianza also hit a pair of run-scoring doubles and he
scored twice, while Byron Buxton also scored two runs
and drove in another. Lynn (2-4) allowed five hits and a
walk while striking out four. A trio of relievers complet-
ed the shutout. The Twins have won three straight fol-
lowing a three-game losing streak. They have given up
just three runs during the upswing. Nicholas

Castellanos, James McCann and JaCoby Jones had two
hits apiece for the Tigers, who have lost five straight.

RANGERS 6, YANKEES 4
Cole Hamels pitched seven effective innings as Texas

recorded a victory over visiting New York. Pitching for
the first time in 11 days after being scratched from a
start due to neck stiffness, Hamels (3-4) held the
Yankees to two runs and four hits. In his longest outing
of the season, the left-hander recorded his first home
win of the year and 150th career victory overall. Keone
Kela tossed a perfect ninth and notched his ninth save in
as many opportunities. Jurickson Profar hit a three-run
homer in the first inning, and Ronald Guzman hit a solo
shot in the fourth. Gleyber Torres, Miguel Andujar and
Austin Romine homered for the Yankees. — Reuters
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PARIS: The decision by French
Open organisers not to grant Serena
Williams a seeding on her long-
awaited Grand Slam return has
prompted renewed focus on the
sport’s policy towards female players
and parenthood.   

“French Open is punishing Serena
Williams for having a baby” read a
USA Today headline, arguing an
expection for the 23-time major win-
ner should be made for today’s draw.
At 36, the American is looking to
regain her top form following the
birth of her daughter last September.
After sitting out of competition for
over a year, she no longer had a rank-
ing upon her return to the WTA cir-
cuit in March.

She has played just four matches
this season across appearances at
Indian Wells and Miami. But her
results, far from convincing, have only
been good enough to climb to 449th in
the world rankings. With a ranking so
low, no player would typically even be
able to take part in qualifying for the
main draw. That is unless benefiting
from a wildcard or using a protected

ranking, which has at least allowed
Williams direct entrance into the field.

It is a system that lets a player
retain, for a transitional period, a for-
mer ranking upon return from a long
absence-between six months and two
years-due to injury, illness or pregnan-
cy. But it does not guarantee them a
seeding, leaving Serena vulnerable to
an encounter with leading title con-
tenders as early as the first round.

At Miami, Williams ran into Indian
Wells champion Naomi Osaka in her
opening match and was easily beaten.
“She has won this title so many times
(eight) that she needs protection,”
Miami tournament director James
Blake said after the WTA refused to
alter its rules despite conceding that
they would be “further reviewed”
going forward.  “It’s not as if she left
because of injury and lost her passion
for the game,” Blake said. “She had a
kid, which we should all be celebrating,
so when she comes back there should
be a grace period where she can still
be seeded.” Maria Sharapova also
spoke up in support of her longtime
rival last week.  — AFP

Serena’s French Open seed
denial stirs fresh debate

Sleepless nights 
for Bangladesh 
World Cup 
flagmakers

WASHINGTON: Pedro Severino #29 of the Washington Nationals tags out Jose Pirela #2 of the San Diego Padres try-
ing to go home on a single by Franmil Reyes #32 (not pictured) in the fifth inning at Nationals Park on Tuesday in
Washington. — AFP

Flowers had 
two hits for 
the Braves

Chris Sale strike nine runs as Boston beat Tampa Bay

Harper’s homer, Taylor’s game winning
walk-off double lifts Nats past Padres 

DHAKA: This photograph taken on May 17, 2018, shows a Bangladeshi worker using a silk-
screen for printing a Brazil flag in Narayanganj, on the outskirts of Dhaka, ahead of the 2018
football World Cup. — AFP

From red carpet
to red dirt,
Muguruza 
the warrior 
LONDON: Being the reigning Wimbledon
champion and former French Open winner has
its perks for Garbine Muguruza, like being
invited to walk the red carpet at this year’s
Oscars in Hollywood.

Fun as that was, however, the powerful
Spaniard knows her real place next week will
be fighting it out on the red dirt trying to add
to her grand slam total. The world number
three has had an up-and-down year, but will
arrive at Roland Garros as one of the main
contenders. Last year proved a chastening
experience in Paris when, as defending cham-
pion, she lost to local favourite Kristina
Mladenovic in front of a raucous, partisan

crowd and broke down in tears afterwards
during her news conference.

Some might say a night mixing it with the
stars of the silver screen might be more
preferable than facing a hostile crowd on a
dusty clay court, especially as the 24-year-
old is dabbling in fashion design and recent-
ly modelled a series of looks for fashion
bible Vogue.

Muguruza is quick to knock that notion
back. “I was invited (to the Oscars) by Rolex
and thought it was a great opportunity, a
chance in a lifetime,” Muguruza, announced as
a global brand ambassador for mineral water
company Evian this week, told Reuters.

“I felt like a bit out of place, like, ‘what am I
doing here?’ It’s all about superstars and I
was there representing the world of sport. It
was a good experience to witness all the
Hollywood glam. But I’m in a different world of
competition.

“I’m more of a warrior. I live in a different
world.” Venezuela-born Muguruza burst on to
the scene in 2015 when she reached the
Wimbledon final and lost to Serena Williams.
She avenged that defeat a year later in the

French Open final and then beat Venus
Williams to win Wimbledon last year.  She
rose to number one in the world in September.

This season she claimed the Monterrey title
in April but her form on clay has been incon-
sistent, losing to Russian 21-year-old Daria
Kasatkina at the Madrid Open before suffer-
ing a surprise defeat by Australian Daria
Gavrilova in Rome.

Muguruza, however, says she has learned
not to dwell on defeats and ‘overthink’-traits
that hampered her in the months after her
stunning 2016 French Open triumph. “I just
think now that when the day comes I’ll be
ready,” she said. “You get upset for five min-
utes and then you’re like, ‘okay, it’s time to do
something. What can I do for next time?’”

One thing that has not changed is her ultra-
aggressive style and it never will, as long as
she is hungry for slams. “I have never seen
someone winning such an important title by
not being super-aggressive,” Muguruza, who
is back working full-time with coach Sam
Sumyk after ending a spell with fellow
Spaniard and former Wimbledon champion
Conchita Martinez. — Reuters

HONG KONG:  Two-time champions
Jeonbuk Motors will take on fellow South
Koreans Suwon Bluewings in the quar-
ter-finals of the Asian Champions League
when the continental club championship
resumes in August.

Jeonbuk, who won the title in 2006
and 2016, overcame a first-leg deficit to
see off Thailand’s Buriram United and
were drawn to face Suwon at the Asian
Football Confederation’s headquarters in
Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

Former Asian Club Championship
winners Suwon have already defeated
Korean opposition in the knockout phase
after beating Ulsan Hyundai in the previ-
ous round. Tianjin Quanjian, China’s sole
remaining representative in the competi-
tion, will take on Japan’s Kashima Antlers
after Paulo Sousa’s team eliminated two-
time champions Guangzhou Evergrande
n the away goals rule in the Round of 16.

Kashima, meanwhile, are appearing in
the last eight for the first time since 2008

and progressed to the quarter-finals after
beating current Chinese Super League
leaders Shanghai SIPG over two legs.

In the west of the continent, Qatar’s Al
Duhail will take their perfect record in
the competition so far into a meeting
with last year’s semi-finalists Persepolis.
Al Duhail won all six of their group
matches before back-to-back wins over
former champions Al Ain from the United
Arab Emirates in the Round of 16 to set
up the meeting with the Iranian league
champions.

Another Iranian side, Esteghlal, will
also take on Qatari opposition after
being drawn to play Doha-based Al
Sadd. Clubs from the west and east of the
confederation are drawn separately with
representatives of each side of the conti-
nent meeting in the final.

The first legs of the quarter-finals will
be played from August 27 to 29 with the
return clashes held from September 17
to 19. — Reuters

Jeonbuk face Suwon in all-Korean
AFC Champions League tie


