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“However, as a result of this review, we will be mak-
ing serious and meaningful change to the industry.”
Exporters will now be required to increase cargo space
for sheep by up to 39 percent, varying according to
seasonal temperature. Independent observers will also
have to travel on all ships carrying cattle or sheep.
Companies in breach of the new rules could face fines of
Aus$4.2 million (US$3.1 million) and directors jailed for
up to 10 years.

Animal welfare activists accused the government of
“double standards” on animal protection, calling for a ban
on live exports. “If you leave a dog in a hot car (in
Australia) you are prosecuted and you potentially go to
jail,” said Lyn White from Animals Australia, the advocacy
group that released the shocking video. “If you put tens-
of-thousands of live sheep on a vessel that turns into an
oven it’s called a business,” she added to Sky News. 

White said the government was putting industry
ahead of science in continuing with the live trade, a sector
she branded an “ethical abomination”.

But a key agricultural lobby group welcomed the
review’s recommendations as a “crucial first step”
toward reforming the industry. “We support the future
of the trade but there absolutely must be meaningful

change,” National Farmers’ Federation president Fiona
Simson said. “Change that increases oversight and
transparency, facilitates continuous improvement and
most importantly, upholds animal welfare to the stan-
dard expected by all reasonable Australians.” Australia’s
live animal export trade, worth more than Aus$800 mil-
lion annually, has been under scrutiny in recent years
after footage shot at offshore abattoirs showed cattle
being mistreated. — Agencies 
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If you choose to be lazy, you will pay the price soon-
er rather than later. Malik Bin Nadhlah (RA) narrated
that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “There are three
categories of hands; the highest of which is Allah’ hand,
followed by the hand that gives (frequently without fear
of poverty) and the lowest being the hand of the beg-
gar. Therefore make sure you give from your surplus
and don’t be stingy on yourself.” (Collected by Imam
Abu Dawud 1, 649 and its chain of narrators is strong.) 

We construe from the hadeeth (prophetic narration)
above that you can’t give if you don’t earn. So this is a
clear admonition to abandon laziness and adopt proac-
tivity so that you can earn, so that you can share with
others, for which you will reap abundant rewards from
Allah (SWT). The devil ties knots on the lazy people.
Abu Huraira (RA) narrated that Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) said, “The devil ties three knots at the forelock
of one of you when he sleeps. By each knot, he encour-
ages you to have a deep sleep during the night, which
seems to be very long. 

So when one wakes up and remembers Allah (SWT),
mentions Him and celebrates His praises, one knot gets
untied. When he goes to perform Wudu (ablutions),
another knot unties, and when he prays Salat Al-Fajr
(the dawn prayer), the third knot is untied. Therefore,
the person would wake up active, enjoying a good
mood and being characterized as good-hearted.
However, if he doesn’t do as instructed, he would wake
up dejected, melancholic, malicious, apathetic and
appearing sly.” (Al-Bukhari 3/1,142 and Muslim 776) 

Finally, we should understand that Allah (SWT) is
our creator; He knows very well what is good for us and
what is bad for us. Being active in obliging to the com-
mandments of Allah as well as working hard to fulfill
our mundane duties and needs that do not contradict
with the Allah’s admonitions will benefit us in this world
and in the Hereafter. So, let’s be active during this aus-
picious month of Ramadan and explore every avenue
that will bring us Allah’s pleasure. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidari-
ty. For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-
mail:  info@tiescenter.net. 
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“I met HH the Amir, HH the Crown Prince, HH the
Prime Minister, and the Defense Minister. We dis-
cussed issues related to the bilateral relation between
Kuwait and Iraq and the situation in Iraq,” he added.
He praised Kuwait’s role in rebuilding Iraq. “Kuwait has
built many charitable projects in Iraq and is still build-
ing. There are many economic projects between the
two countries,” he noted.

Iraq has passed through two phases since the past
14 years. “The first was the phase of establishing
democracy which lasted for 14 years. The new phase
now started after the elections. This is the phase of
rebuilding Iraq,” Al-Hakim said. According to him, Iraq
has achieved a lot after defeating Islamic State group.
“We achieved national unity, and the elections were
successful and had wide diversity. There were 7,000
candidates in 127 parties, which included all categories
of the Iraqi community. This showed the aims and
demands of the Iraqi people. Many new and young
candidates won,” he explained.

He also spoke about the National Wisdom Party,
which is one of the main winners in the recent elec-
tions. “It is a new political party that was established

nine months ago. It consists of members from all sects
and sectors. Most of our members are young people,
and we gained the trust of people - winning 20 seats in
the parliament,” he pointed out. “Now we look forward
to forming a new government. We are having many
discussions and negotiations on this issue. I believe
that the new Iraqi government will meet the expecta-
tions of the people. Our programs focus on reforming
the economy, providing social services and jobs,” Al-
Hakim added.    

Al-Hakim is not happy about the US interference in
the region. “The US strategy in the region does not
provide stability. Iraq will always be negatively affected
by this interference, and we want our country to be far
from any attack. We also want to preserve our good
relations with our neighbors,” he concluded.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
the Iraqi official and expressed his congratulations to
the Iraqi government on the success of the recent leg-
islative elections. His Highness also expressed hope that
elections will contribute to the formation of a unified
national government that would achieve the aspirations
of the Iraqi people. 

The meeting was attended by the head of protocol
at His Highness the Crown Prince Diwan Sheikh
Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah. Hakim
and his delegation also met with His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
at Seif Palace. The meeting was attended by Amiri
Diwan Advisor Mohamamd Abdullah Abu Al-Hassan.
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where sea pilots can rest,” said Basra port
spokesman Anmar Al-Safi. Built by a Danish shipyard
while Iraq was at war with Iran, the yacht was passed
on to Saudi Arabia - then a Saddam ally - to protect it
from air strikes on Basra, officials giving Reuters an
exclusive tour said.

The kingdom, which fell out with Saddam after Iraq
invaded Kuwait in 1990, then handed the vessel over to
Jordan. Its subsequent movements were unclear until
Iraq tracked it down in the French resort of Nice, where
a court seized it and sent it home. While the “Basrah
Breeze” survived the turmoil of Saddam’s decline and

demise, its sister ship “Al-Mansur” - which he also nev-
er boarded - suffered a different fate, sinking in the
Shatt Al-Arab waterway that passes through Basra
after it was hit by US planes and then stripped bare in
the chaotic aftermath of his overthrow. Saddam had
ordered it in 2003 to leave Umm Qasr, Iraq’s biggest
port outside Basra, where it had been moored, to Basra
in a vain attempt to avoid air strikes.

“I told the captain of the yacht, who was a brigadier,
to get rid of the military uniforms of the crew, weapons
and munitions and pose as civilian ship in case it is
caught by the American warships,” said Ali Hussein, a
port pilot who guided the yacht at the time. 

As regards “Basrah Breeze”, Basra museum has not
given up hope of persuading the port to allow it to
dock the vessel next to its exhibition halls in one of
Saddam’s former palaces overlooking the Shatt Al-
Arab. “Future generations could see how a dictator
lived,” said Jawad Abdul Kadhim, the museum’s deputy
director. — Reuters
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records that employers might have was denied,
because Kuwaiti authorities will not allow anyone  with
a record to recruit workers, said the foreign ministry
official. The official affirmed that the Kuwaiti side
requested that the doors for labor recruitment should

be reopened for Kuwaiti agencies, especially the gov-
ernment-backed Al-Durra company. 

He assured that those interested in employing
domestic workers will be able to do so by paying rea-
sonable fees. Workers in many Gulf states are employed
under the kafala (sponsorship) system, which gives
employers the right to keep their passports and full
control over their stay in the country. Rights groups say
this system leaves millions of workers in the Gulf region
open to exploitation. There are more than 260,000
Filipino workers in Kuwait, 170,000 of whom are
domestic helpers. Of the household workers in Kuwait,
less than 2% experienced abuse, said Bello. 
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JALALABAD: Afghan children hold dishes as they wait to receive food donated by a private charity during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, in Jalalabad. Muslims throughout the world are marking the month of Ramadan, the
holiest month in the Islamic calendar during which devotees fast from dawn till dusk. — AFP 

Australian sheep are seen in this file photo. 


