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Maduro expels 
US diplomats, 
rejects sanctions
CARACAS: Venezuela ordered the expulsion of
the top two US diplomats in the country
Tuesday, charging it was the victim of a “politi-
cal and financial lynching” after Washington
tightened sanctions over Nicolas Maduro’s re-
election. Maduro announced the expulsions in a
televised speech after being officially pro-
claimed the winner of Sunday’s election in the
South American nation mired in an acute eco-
nomic crisis and facing growing international
isolation. The vote was boycotted by the main
opposition parties and widely condemned by
the international community, including the
United States, which denounced it as a “sham”.

The Venezuelan president declared US
charge d’affaires Todd Robinson and deputy
head of mission Brian Naranjo “personae non
gratae”. “They must leave the country in 48
hours in protest and in defense of the dignity of

the Venezuelan homeland... Enough of conspira-
cies!” he said. The United States immediately
threatened to retaliate. A State Department offi-
cial told AFP that Washington had “not received
notification from the Venezuelan government
through diplomatic channels,” but that if the
expulsions are confirmed, “the United States
may take appropriate reciprocal action”.

In anticipation that Venezuela’s charge d’af-
faires in Washington, Carlos Ron, would be
expulsed, he was appointed vice minister of for-
eign affairs for North America. On Monday,
President Donald Trump tightened sanctions
against Caracas, making it harder for the
Maduro regime to sell off state assets. “I repu-
diate all the sanctions that are sought against
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, because
they harm it, they generate suffering for the
people of Venezuela,” Maduro said in the
speech.

He promised to present “evidence” that both
diplomats were engaged in a political, military
and economic “conspiracy”. Robinson denied
the allegations. “We strongly reject the accusa-
tions against me and against” Naranjo, he told
journalists in the western city of Merida, prom-
ising to return there even despite Maduro
expulsing him.—AFP

Calls mount for 
USC president to 
quit over scandal
LOS ANGELES: Two hundred professors at one
of California’s top universities on Tuesday
demanded the resignation of the school’s president
over a widening sexual abuse scandal involving a
campus gynecologist. The faculty members of the
University of Southern California (USC) said they
wanted to “express their outrage and disappoint-
ment over the mounting evidence of president (C L
Max) Nikias’s failure to protect our students, our
staff and our colleagues from repeated and perva-
sive sexual harassment and misconduct.”

In their letter to the board of trustees, the pro-
fessors said Nikias had lost the “moral authority”
to lead the private institution or to oversee an
investigation into decades of alleged sexual abuse
by George Tyndall, a gynecologist formerly
employed at the school. “USC kept a physician in

a position of power and trust who abused that
power and trust to sexually assault and degrade
women students, targeting for abuse the most vul-
nerable international and minority students,” the
letter says. “The university’s conduct is as much at
issue in this case as the physician’s.”

Contain fallout 
USC has come under seething criticism as it

tries to contain fallout from the growing scandal
that erupted after the Los Angeles Times detailed
how Tyndall was allowed to continue practicing
for years despite complaints of misconduct going
back as far as the year 2000. The university’s
board of trustees - which includes billionaires, real
estate developers and Hollywood power players
such as Steven Spielberg - rejected calls for
Nikias to step down, saying that while it was
“troubled” by the scandal, it fully supported him.

“The executive committee of the board has
full confidence in president Nikias’s leadership,
ethics and values, and is certain that he will suc-
cessfully guide our community forward,” a state-
ment said. So far, six women have filed lawsuits
against the university and Tyndall, with more
expected to follow. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump warned Tuesday
his landmark summit with Kim Jong Un may be delayed, but
insisted the North Korean leader is “serious” about denu-
clearization. Hosting South Korean President Moon Jae-in at the
White House, Trump did little to quell speculation about the
wavering prospects of a historic first summit between US and
North Korean leaders. “It may not work out for June 12,” Trump
said of the Singapore meeting, adding in a now familiar non-
committal riff: “if it does not happen, maybe it will happen later.”

“There are certain conditions we want to happen. I think
we’ll get those conditions. And if we don’t, we won’t have the
meeting,” he said. Politically, Trump has invested heavily in the
success of the meeting, so most
US officials, as well as outside
observers, privately expect it will
go ahead. But as the date draws
near, Trump’s divergence from
his top aides, the differences
between the two sides and the
astronomically high stakes are
coming into sharp relief.

Success could lead to peace
on the Korean peninsula and end
the threat of a nuclear conflagra-
tion. Failure could all but destroy
hopes of a peaceful solution to the crisis. “You never know about
deals,” Trump said. “I’ve made a lot of deals. You never really
know.” North Korea’s willingness to denuclearize - the very
basis for the talks - was recently plunged into doubt when the
government denounced US demands for “unilateral nuclear
abandonment”. Pyongyang also canceled at the last minute a
high-level meeting with the South in protest over joint military
drills between Seoul and Washington.

Despite the North’s move, Trump said he believes Kim is will-
ing to give up nukes. “I do think he is serious. I think he is
absolutely very serious,” the US president said. He suggested
that the North Korean leader’s apparent about-face may have
been at the behest of Chinese President Xi Jinping. “There was a

difference when Kim Jong Un left China the second time,” Trump
said. “There was a different attitude after that meeting and I was
a little surprised. “And I think things changed after that meeting
so I can’t say that I am happy about it.” And Trump again raised
the prospect of a windfall for Kim if he mothballs weapons pro-
grams. The North Korean leader “will be extremely happy” if the
deal works out, Trump said. “He will be very happy.”

Rescue mission 
Moon’s trip to the White House represented an effort to sal-

vage the rare diplomatic opening. The dovish Moon deployed a
tactic frequently used by foreign leaders who meet this most

mercurial of presidents: Flattery.
“Thanks to your vision of achieving
peace through strength as well as
your strong leadership,” Moon said
in the Oval Office, “we find our-
selves standing one step closer to
the dream of achieving denu-
clearization on the Korean peninsu-
la”. “All this was possible because
of you, Mr President,” Moon added,
taking pains to stress the concrete
results of diplomacy so far - most
notably the release of three US

prisoners from North Korean jail.
Trump praised his guest, but also indicated that a sepa-

rate, second round of high-level talks between Moon and Kim
may also be on ice. “Right now, he doesn’t know whether or
not he has a meeting,” Trump said of Moon. South Korea -
deeply worried about Kim’s bellicose weapons testing and
Trump’s similarly aggressive warnings about “fire and fury” -
was instrumental in convincing the two Cold War foes to sit
down and talk.

Moon sent his own national security advisor to the White
House in March, carrying an offer of talks and word that North
Korea may be willing to abandon nuclear weapons, an enticing
prospect. Trump surprised his guests, his own aides and the

US president blames Xi for Korean leader’s about-face

Trump says summit with 
Kim could be delayed

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump and South Korean President Moon Jae-in meet in the Oval Office of the White
House on Tuesday. —AFP

Seeking history, 
women advance 
in US midterms
DETROIT: Democratic voters in Georgia
nominated a candidate on Tuesday who
could make history as the first African-
American female governor in the United
States. Stacey Abrams won her party’s
nomination in a closely watched race
showcasing divergent Democratic strate-
gies on how to win in a Republican-domi-
nated southern state. She was among a
slate candidates being selected by voters
in four states to advance to the November
midterm elections. 

In Texas and Kentucky, contests were also
pushing women to the forefront of the fight
for the House of Representatives, where
Democrats need to wrest 23 seats from
Republicans to gain control. Several races
were also a referendum on long-simmering
divisions within the Democratic party.
Kentucky Democrats picked a female former

Marine fighter pilot,
Amy McGrath, in a
snub to the party
establishment for a
US House seat dis-
trict that Democrats
hope to put into
play. 

The Democratic
C o n g r e s s i o n a l
C a m p a i g n
Committee (DCCC)
had promoted the
candidacy of
Lexington Mayor Jim Gray, who conceded
the race and urged his supporters to support
McGrath. McGrath will face US
Representative Andy Barr, the Republican
incumbent, in November. Record numbers of
women are running across the nation, espe-
cially on the Democratic ticket, in the first
election since Republican President Donald
Trump won the White House in 2016. In
Georgia, Abrams became the first black
female in the United States to win a major
party’s nomination for governor, according
to the Gender Watch project, a nonpartisan
group tracking elections. — Reuters

world by summarily accepting the meeting, seeing an opportu-
nity to “do a deal” and avoid military confrontation. Analysts
saw North Korea’s perceived slow peddling as evidence of what
they feared all along, that Pyongyang may have been playing for
time - hoping to ease sanctions and “maximum pressure”, or of
South Korea over torqueing the prospects of a deal.

“The current episode of tension reflects a wide and danger-
ous expectation gap between the United States and North
Korea,” said Eric Gomez of the CATO Institute.
“Denuclearization is not off the table for the North, but it
expects the United States to end the so-called ‘hostile policy’ as
a precondition for denuclearization.” It is far from clear what

that means concretely, but it could include the withdrawal of
30,000 US troops from the Korean peninsula.

Trump has been similarly unclear about his own policy. He
indicated the United States may not demand North Korea give
up its nuclear program before getting sanctions relief - a
sequencing he said was a fatal flaw of the Iran nuclear deal he
scrapped. “It would certainly be better if it were all in one. Does
it have to be? I don’t think I’m going to totally commit myself,”
Trump said. Pyongyang is on the verge of marrying nuclear and
missile technology, allowing it to hit the continental United
States with a nuke, a capability Washington has said is wholly
unacceptable. —AFP
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