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News in brief

Lebanon parliament reelects 
Hezbollah ally Berri speaker

Lawmakers elect Ferzli as deputy speaker
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s new parliament yesterday elected
veteran speaker and Hezbollah ally Nabih Berri to a
sixth consecutive term, making him one of the
longest-serving parliamentary heads in the world. His
election followed the country’s
May 6 parliamentary poll, the
first in nine years after the
deeply divided legislature
repeatedly extended its own
term. Yesterday, the body met
for its inaugural session to
elect its speaker to a four-year
term. Few expected any sur-
prises: the only candidate was
incumbent Berri , a savvy
politician from the country’s
south who has held the posi-
tion since 1992.

The vote by paper ballot saw 98 of the parliament’s
128 members pick Berri. One vote was disqualified and
the rest were blank. Berri, 80, heads the Amal
Movement. It and powerful Shiite movement Hezbollah
hold all but one of the 27 Shiite-allocated seats in
Lebanon’s parliament. Lebanon’s confessional system
divides seats in parliament equally among Muslims and
Christians, then further splits them among the various
sects.  The speakership is reserved for a Shiite Muslim,
while the other two top positions of prime minister and
president go to a Sunni Muslim and Maronite
Christian, respectively. Born in 1938, Berri rose to pow-
er as a militia boss in the civil war (1957-1990) before
transitioning to politics. He was simultaneously elected
member and speaker of parliament in 1992. In his offi-

cial role he calls and runs Lebanon’s parliamentary
sessions.

A ‘bulwark’ 
Yesterday, parliamentarians submitted anonymous

paper ballots which were
then read out loud. Berri’s
name was read 98 times,
and “blank” was read 30
times. First-time parlia-
mentarian Paula
Yaacoubian, a journalist
who is close to Prime
Minister Saad Hariri but
ran as an independent,
objected. She said she had
voted for Lebanese direc-
tor Nabine Labaki, who

won the Jury prize at the Cannes film festival at the
weekend, but her name was not read out. Yaacoubian’s
vote was subsequently disqualified.

After his election yesterday, Berri addressed legisla-
tors by saying “thank you” six times, in reference to his
sixth term. He pledged bills on major legislative issues,
notably on potential maritime oil and gas reserves.
Beirut in February signed its first deal to drill in a pair
of offshore zones, including one that is disputed
between Lebanon and its southern neighbour Israel.
“Parliament will be a bulwark for the country’s sover-
eign land and maritime borders - a national response
by the state, army, people, and resistance to Israel’s
aggressions and violations,” Berri said. He suggested
draft laws on establishing a sovereign wealth fund and
national oil company. 

The new parliament also elected Elie Ferzli, 68, as
deputy speaker, a post a l located to a Greek
Orthodox Christian. Ferzli, who hails from the eastern
city of Zahleh, served as deputy speaker from 1992
to 2004 and is also a close ally of Hezbollah and
Syria’s government. The long delay preceding this

month’s parliamentary elections was blamed on polit-
ical divisions, the war in neighboring Syria and an
unsatisfactory voting law. President Michel Aoun is
now set to consult MPs to name Lebanon’s next
prime minister. Hariri is expected to return for his
third term in that role. —AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri casts his vote during a session in the parliament to elect the
new speaker of the house yesterday. — AFP 

Hariri expected 
to return as PM

Palestinians join OPCW

THE HAGUE: The Palestinians have joined the global
convention to halt the spread of toxic arms, the
Organizat ion for the Prohibit ion of  Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) announced yesterday. “The state
of Palestine deposited on 17 May 2018 its instrument
of accession to the Chemical Weapons Convention,”
the OPCW, based in The Hague, said in a statement.
“This means that Palestine will become the 193rd
state to join the CWC” when its accession enters
into force on June 16, 2018, an OPCW official told
AFP. The chemical arms watchdog said its technical
secretariat received a notice from UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres last week to inform it that
the Palestinian authority has “deposited its instru-
ment of accession”.  Only four countries, including
Israel, have yet to sign up to the CWC, which aims to
eliminate an entire category of weapons of mass
destruction. — AFP

Cameroon summons US envoy 

YAOUNDE: Cameroonian authorities summoned the
US ambassador in the country yesterday, sources said,
days after he accused government forces of abuses
against separatists in English-speaking regions.
Government and diplomatic sources told AFP that the
foreign ministry had summoned Ambassador Peter
Barlerin. Barlerin alleged on May 18 that government
forces had carried out “targeted killings” and other
abuses against militants demanding independence for
two English-speaking regions. “On the side of the gov-
ernment, there have been targeted killings, detentions
without access to legal support, family, or the Red
Cross, and burning and looting of villages,” he said in a
statement. —AFP 

Mattarella summons PM candidate 

ROME: Italy’s president yesterday summoned
Giuseppe Conte as he prepared to announce whether
he will appoint the little-known lawyer to lead a gov-
ernment formed by far-right and anti-establishment
groups. Italian media said claims that Conte had exag-
gerated his CV had delayed President Sergio
Mattarella’s decision on whether to approve him as
premier. The anti-establishment Five Star Movement
(M5S) and the anti-immigrant League nominated
Conte, 54, for premier on Monday. But scandal soon
struck over doubts about his claims to have studied at
certain top world universities. Conte’s official CV says
that he “furthered his juridical studies” at Yale, New
York University (NYU), Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh, the Sorbonne and Cambridge, but some
entries have been called into question. —AFP 

Mugabe a no-show at hearing

HARARE: Former Zimbabwean president Robert
Mugabe yesterday failed to turn up for a parliamentary
hearing where he was due to give evidence on corrup-
tion in the diamond mining industry. The 94-year-old,
who is in frail health, had been summoned to a session
at 9:00 am (0700 GMT), but when he did not show up,
lawmakers rescheduled the session for Monday.
Committee head Temba Mliswa, an independent law-
maker, told reporters that the parliamentary committee
was “cognizant of the fact that 9:00 am was a bit too
early” for the former president to show up.  He said the
Monday session had been set for 2:00 pm, although
no-one in Mugabe’s office would say whether or not he
would attend. Lawmakers want to question him over his
2016 claim that Zimbabwe lost $15 billion in revenue
due to corruption and foreign exploitation in the dia-
mond sector. —AFP 

CORUM, Turkey: Turkey’s opposition is fielding a
leftist candidate known for impassioned speeches
and even anti-American rhetoric in a bid to pose a
ser ious chal lenge to President  Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in June’s elections. With the election just
over a month away, the Republican People’s Party
(CHP) - a bastion of secular Turkey founded by
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk - is hoping to reverse its
electoral fortunes which has seen it struggling to win
more than a quarter of the vote. This time, party
chief Kemal Kilicdaroglu decided not to run for the
presidency on June 24, instead tapping Muharrem
Ince, a senior MP and former physics teacher who
has twice tried to oust him as leader.

A gifted speaker who is unafraid of mimicking
Erdogan’s tactics, Ince is a total contrast to mild-
mannered Kilicdaroglu who, since taking over in
2010, has failed dent the president’s armor. Since his
nomination earlier this month, Ince has crisscrossed
the country giving impassioned speeches, riding a
bike, driving a tractor and wearing a flatcap in a bid
to show he is close to the people’s concerns. 

And many of his rallies have been well outside of
the CHP heartland. “He has been combative in his
political career, has close contacts with the people
in a similar way to Erdogan and is above all witty
and tolerant,” Tanju Tosun, a professor at Ege
University, told AFP. Such things, he said, are “key”
for competing against Erdogan. 

‘Reconcile this nation’ 
At a pre-election rally in Corum, an Anatolian city

east of Ankara, Ince struts onto the stage in his
trademark informal style, not wearing a tie. Seeking
to go beyond polarizing party politics, CHP branding
is not encouraged with supporters just waving
Turkish flags. “I want to reunite and reconcile this
nation, bring it under one big umbrella,” he promis-
es, criticizing Erdogan’s polarizing rhetoric and say-
ing he will not be a “ranting and raving” leader.

In November 2015 parliamentary polls, over 61
percent of Corum voted for Erdogan’s ruling party
but CHP officials claim to be making inroads. On his
way to the rally, Erdal Uzunkaya agrees the country

needs a fresh face in leadership, pointing to the
weakening Turkish lira and rising petrol prices. “Ince
is a brave person. He makes me proud.” But not
everyone is convinced, with tradesman Adnan Ercan
still undecided. “It will become clearer at the end,”
he said. 

Breaking new ground 
In another break with tradition, Ince has sought

to build bridges with groups who for years have
been well outside the CHP’s regular support base. In
one of first acts as candidate, he went to meet
Selahattin Demirtas, the imprisoned presidential
candidate for the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic
Party (HDP). The CHP has often had uneasy relations
with the Kurds, who make up an estimated one fifth
of the population but who have seen the party as
nationalist and not concerned with their interests.

Fuat Keyman, director of the Istanbul Policy
Center think-tank, said both Ince and nationalist
candidate Meral Aksener of the Iyi (Good) Party
have been “quite open” on the Kurdish question in
the campaign. Symbolically, Ince’s first election rally
was in Edirne in Thrace close to the border with
Greece but his second was in Hakkari, a Kurdish-
majority city at the opposite end of the country on

the border with Iraq and Iran.
And tearing a page straight out of Erdogan’s

book, Ince has adopted a more antagonistic stance
towards the West that is at odds with the traditional
outlook of the CHP. Raising eyebrows in Turkey, he
threatened to shut down a US airbase if the United
States does not extradite Fethul lah Gulen, the
Pennsylvania-based Muslim preacher accused by
Ankara of being behind the failed 2016 coup.

‘Competitive in second round’ 
Ince’s strategy in the election will be to emerge

as the strongest opposition candidate to Erdogan
and hope the president polls less than 50 percent,
forcing a run-off on July 8 where the rest of the
opposition will rally around him. Tosun said Ince
was the only candidate who could “come close” to
challenging Erdogan if there was a second round by
harvest ing Kurdish votes . He sa id  that  Ince ’s
appearance in the race was squeezing the votes of
Aksener and her new party, who some analysts pre-
viously fancied to make a breakthrough. And Ince
himself believes he can rally a wide consensus. “I
am the leftwing child of a conservative family,” he
told Fox News Turkey in an interview. “The family is
a coalition!” — AFP 

Leftist firebrand 
seeks to end Turkey 
oppn losing streak

SAMSUN, Turkey: Presidential candidate of Turkey’s main opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP) Muharrem
Ince greets supporters during an election campaign rally on May 19, 2018. — AFP 

LONDON: A mother who tricked her
teenage daughter into travelling to Pakistan
to marry an older man has become the first
person in England to be convicted of forced
marriage. Campaigners said Tuesday’s land-
mark conviction would send a strong mes-
sage to families planning to coerce their
daughters into marriage, and would empower
more girls to speak out. The jury at
Birmingham Crown Court in central England
heard the girl was betrothed to a man 16
years her senior on a visit to Pakistan when
she was 13. The man had sex with her and the
girl underwent an abortion on her return to
Britain, prosecutors said. 

The mother, who cannot be named for
legal reasons, took her daughter back to
Pakistan in 2016 under the guise of a holiday,
but after they arrived the girl was told she
would be married. When she protested, her

mother assaulted her and threatened to burn
her passport, the court heard. On the day of
the wedding - just after her 18th birthday -
an Islamic ceremony was performed and the
girl made to sign a certificate proving the
marriage had occurred, prosecutors said.
The mother returned to Britain without her
daughter. When a High Court judge ordered
the girl’s return her mother threatened her
with black magic if she told anyone what had
happened, prosecutors said. Britain banned
forced marriage in 2014. It is also a crime to
take someone abroad to be married against
their will. The maximum penalty is seven
years. Karma Nirvana, a charity supporting
forced marriage victims, hailed the verdict as
“very significant”. “It sets a massive prece-
dent,” said Natasha Rattu, a lawyer at
Karma Nirvana. “If you are not prosecuting
anybody under the law it will not have any
deterrent effect.”

Campaigners said the verdict would
encourage girls from communities that prac-
tise forced marriage to speak out. “Many
victims don’t actually acknowledge that they
are being abused because they are condi-
tioned to believe that when they get to an
age of marriage their parents choose who
they marry,” Rattu said. —Reuters

UK mother found
guilty of forcing 
daughter to marry


