
ISSUE NO: 17540

28 Pages 
150 Fils

www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

RAMADAN 8, 1439 AH
THURSDAY, 
MAY 24, 2018

Max 42º
Min 24º

Amir hails army for efforts in 
Saudi-led campaign in Yemen

Lebanon parliament reelects 
Hezbollah ally Berri speaker73 Arsenal appoint ‘progressive’ 

Emery as Wenger successor27

Ramadan Kareem

IMSAK           03:10
FAJR             03:20
DHUHR          11:45
ASR               15:20
MAGHRIB      18:38
ISHA              20:07

From the Islamic perspective, according to Al-
Imam Al-Menawi, laziness means inadvertence,
negligence and carelessness in doing things

that are imperative where activeness is mandatory.
This kind of negligence is dispraised and disparaged
- (Al-Tawfeeq 281). Al-Imam Al-Raghib said,
“Whoever gets accustomed to being lazy and indo-
lent and decides to lean towards luxury and rest
most of the time, will eventually lose that rest and
luxury as a consequence, and will pay a high price.”
For example, if someone does a sedentary work
where he rarely moves, time will come when he will
contract some preventable diseases as a result of his
inactivity, which will cost him money, effort and time.

Laziness categories 
First, sluggishness of the mind in that you don’t

use it in critical thinking, pondering, and looking at
the blessings and bounties of Allah Almighty, and
abandoning the consideration of and seeking things
that may benefit you in this temporal life, on the oth-
er hand. Since everything was created for us (Al-
Quran 2: 29), it behooves us to learn how to tap into
the resources that Allah (SWT) created for us and
benefit from them categorically and effectively, all
the while keeping them safe for generations to come.

Second, physical inactivity: This entails careless-
ness and lassitude in performing physical exercise.
This vice leads communities and individuals into
backwardness. If you neglect your body in that you
are so lazy to work out, you will face the conse-
quences. Due to the fact that there is a correlation
between the body and the mind, when the body feels
pain, it affects the mind - thus the level of concentra-
tion dwindles. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) discouraged lazi-
ness: Ibn Abbas (RA) narrated that the Prophet
(PBUH) said, “I mobilized a neighborhood of Arabs
to carry out a mission related to protecting Islam,
and they slackened in their response. Allah (SWT)
withheld rain from them as a punishment (for being
lazy.)” (Al-Hakim rated it as Saheeh (authentic) in
Al-Mustadrak 2/118. See also As-Silsilah As-
Saheeha 6/129.) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) would always seek
refuge in Allah (SWT) from faults and deficiencies,
including laziness. Zaid Bin Arqam narrated that
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to supplicate say-
ing, “O Allah, I seek refuge in You from inability, lazi-
ness, cowardice, miserliness, senility, and the punish-
ment of the grave....” (Muslim 2,722). If Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) would seek refuge in Allah
(SWT) from laziness, this means it is a terrible vice
that we ought to distance ourselves from after ask-
ing Allah (SWT) to keep us away from it. 

Continued on Page 24

Roll up your sleeves,
Holy month is here 

Al Mawashi looking beyond 
Australia for sheep imports 

Australia restricts live sheep exports after shocking treatment

By Hassan Twaha Bwambale 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Livestock Transport and Trading
(Al Mawashi) is in talks with possible new livestock
suppliers after an Australian lawmaker proposed legis-
lation to ban the export of live sheep, its chief executive
said yesterday. The proposal followed an outcry in
Australia after footage emerged showing 2,400 sheep
dying from heat stress on a ship bound for the Middle
East last year. “Our trust in Australia as a supplier of
sheep to Kuwait has weakened,” Al Mawashi CEO
Usama Khaled Boodai told a press conference. 

He said the Kuwaiti company, a major importer of
Australian sheep, was in talks with South Africa, Sudan
and Horn of Africa countries as part of its efforts to
diversify its sources of livestock. “We will start import-
ing from new countries other than Australia,” Boodai
said. He said majority state-owned Al Mawashi, a major
supplier to other Gulf Arab states such as Qatar, Oman
and the United Arab Emirates, imported 1.28 million
livestock from Australia in 2017, mostly sheep. Australia
is one of the world’s largest exporters of livestock.
While the bulk of its meat exports are processed, mar-
kets such as the Middle East and Indonesia prefer to
buy live animals.

Horrific footage of dead and dying sheep on ships
bound for the Middle East has prompted sweeping
reforms to Australia’s live export trade, but Canberra
stopped short of an outright ban last week. Video
images taken last year showed heat-stricken sheep
crammed together in small, stifling pens and covered in
excrement, shocking the Australian public when it was
released by animal activists in April.  Agriculture
Minister David Littleproud on Thursday labeled the
footage “disgraceful” but resisted calls to outlaw live
exports entirely after a government review. 

“There will be no ban to the live sheep trade in the
Middle Eastern summer,” he told reporters. 
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By Nawara Fattahova, Agencies

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday received the leader
of Iraq’s National Wisdom Movement Ammar Al-Hakim
and his accompanying delegation. Ammar Al-Hakim held

talks with HH the Amir, HH the Crown Prince, and other
officials to discuss the challenges in the region and the
bilateral relations between Kuwait and Iraq. Ammar Al-
Hakim has been visiting Kuwait for the past 15 years.

On this occasion, the Kuwait Journalists Association
(KJA) held a press conference at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
yesterday to meet with the local and Arab media. “I’m
glad to be in Kuwait again for the 15th year. This visit
during the holy month of Ramadan has become a habit.
We will always appreciate the role of Kuwait in support-
ing the Iraqi people in all fields including political, social
and humanitarian,” Ammar Al-Hakim said during the
press conference.
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Iraq’s Ammar 
Al-Hakim extols 
Kuwait, leaders 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah hold talks with the leader of Iraq’s
National Wisdom Movement Ammar Al-Hakim. — KUNA 

Photo shows Saddam Hussein’s superyacht ‘Basrah Breeze’

BASRA: The king size bed in Saddam
Hussein’s superyacht is made, the silk
curtains around it have been drawn back
and, in the gold-rimmed bathroom next
door, a barber’s chair awaits its occu-
pant. But the Iraqi dictator never board-
ed the 82-metre “Basrah Breeze” built
for him in 1981 - and its amenities will
now be enjoyed by the pilots who guide
shipping in and out of the port of Basra,
the main southern city. In common with
other treasures left by Saddam, toppled
in 2003 during the US-led invasion of
Iraq and hanged three years later for
crimes against humanity, the govern-
ments that succeeded him have been

struggling to find a use for the ship.
Since Iraq got it back in 2010 follow-

ing a court battle and a three-decade
odyssey abroad, it has been mostly
moored in Basra. Equipped with a presi-
dential suite comprising Saddam’s pri-
vate quarters, dining rooms and bed-
rooms, as well as 17 smaller guest rooms,
18 cabins for crew and a clinic, the opu-
lently equipped and decorated vessel
was put on the market for $30 million.
The government failed to find a buyer,
and for the past two years the “Basrah
Breeze” has served Basra University,
hosting researchers on trips to study
marine life. 

“The presidential yacht is in a very
good condition. Its two engines and gen-
erators are functioning,” said Abdul-
Zahra Abdul-Mahdi Saleh, its captain. “It
only needs periodic maintenance.” But
authorities have now decided to moor it
permanently as a hotel and recreation
facility for the southern port’s pilots,
many of whom live in distant cities. “The
port needs the boat to be a station
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Saddam’s 
superyacht 
winds up as 
sailors hotel

MANILA: Domestic helpers from the
Philippines will be allowed to travel to
Kuwait starting next week, Philippines
government officials have announced.
“Deployment guidelines will come out
next week. Skilled workers can fly to
Kuwait anytime but the household
service workers can fly next week,
pending their visa application
approval,” said Philippines Labor
Secretary Silvestre Bello III during a
senate hearing in the Philippines capi-
tal yesterday. 

New guidelines for the deployment
of household service workers to
Kuwait will also be issued. A total ban
on the deployment of Filipino workers
to Kuwait was lifted May 16, following
the signing of a memorandum of
understanding between the two coun-

tries regarding the employment condi-
tions and protection for domestic
workers. The agreement ended a two-
month crisis sparked by reports that
abuse by employers in Kuwait had
driven several Filipinos to suicide. The
Philippines stopped sending workers
to Kuwait in January after the body of
a Filipina maid, Joana Demafelis was
found in a freezer - the latest incident
in what Manila called a pattern of
abuse of domestic helpers in Kuwait. 

Kuwait Foreign Ministry official
said the two sides agreed that domes-
tic workers from the Philippines will
have the right to retain their passports
as well as the right to refuse being
transferred to other employers. A
Filipino request to obtain any criminal
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Filipino domestic workers
return to Kuwait next week 

RIYADH: French midfielder Paul Pogba has
posted a video of himself at the holiest site of
Islam in Saudi Arabia, as he prepares to join
his French squad for the World Cup next
month. “Only the person that comes here can
understand the feeling,” the 25-year-old
Manchester United star said in an Instagram
video from the holy city of Makkah.

“This a beautiful place-beautiful, beautiful,
beautiful. And the feeling... I cannot even
explain to you.” The Frenchman posted the
video of himself standing in front of the
Kaaba, a black cube towards which Muslims
turn for their five daily prayers. Pogba, who
will be a key member of France’s World Cup
team in Moscow, made a similar pilgrimage
last year during the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan. He told the BBC last week that he
and his France team-mates must approach the

World Cup finals with the right mindset, as
that counts more than technical ability.

The French-World Cup winners in 1998
and finalists in 2006 - are in Group C with
Denmark, Australia and Peru and kick off
their campaign in the Russian city of Kazan
against the Australians on June 16. Away from
the World Cup, and despite speculation over

his future at Manchester United, Pogba is
determined to lift the Champions League
with them in what is his second spell there.
Since his move from Italian giants Juventus in
2016, for which Manchester United paid a
club-record fee of £89 million ($119 million),
Pogba has won Europa and League Cup
medals.— AFP 

Pogba on Makkah 
pilgrimage ahead 
of the World Cup

YVELINES: France’s national football team’s midfielder Paul Pogba arrives at the team’s train-
ing camp ahead of the 2018 World Cup yesterday. — AFP 


