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Warriors rout Rockets to take lead
Curry silences critics with a 35-point display

OAKLAND: Joe Johnson #7 of the Houston Rockets shoots the ball against the Golden State Warriors during Game Three of the Western Conference Finals during the 2018 NBA Playoffs on Sunday at ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP

OAKLAND: Stephen Curry silenced his critics with a
35-point display as the Golden State Warriors thrashed
the Houston Rockets 126-85 to take a 2-1 series lead in
the NBA Western Conference finals on Sunday.

Curry, targeted relentlessly by Houston as the
Rockets levelled the series in game two, overcame a
sluggish first-half display to lead a Warriors blowout in
game three.

The two-time NBA Most Valuable Player exploded
for 18 points alone in a devastating spurt of scoring in
the third quarter that took the game away from
Houston. The reigning champion Warriors now have the
opportunity to take a commanding 3-1 lead with a fur-
ther victory in front of their home fans in game four on
Tuesday as they chase a fourth straight NBA finals
appearance.  Curry was relieved to have rediscovered
his scoring touch, even if he had been unfazed by the
criticism of his game two performance.  “That’s what I
expected to do,” Curry said afterwards. “My approach

to every game is the same-you don’t get too high on
the highs, or too low on the lows. 

“I’m just thankful I managed to hit some shots
tonight, eventually. But there’s a long way to go. I’m just
going to stay focused on that.” Warriors coach Steve
Kerr meanwhile said he had never doubted Curry even
after a shaky first half display.

“We’ve seen this so many times with Steph,” Kerr
said. “All it takes is one. I was never concerned. This
guy’s a two-time MVP and he bounces back from bad
games as well as anybody I’ve ever seen. It didn’t sur-
prise me.”

‘THEY GAVE US A HAYMAKER’
The win was a record 16th straight playoff victory at

home for the Warriors at Oracle Arena. Perhaps more
significantly, the 41-point margin of defeat was
Houston’s heaviest in a playoff game. 

Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni admitted his team had

been battered-but insisted they could recover.
“They gave us a haymaker and we went down,”

D’Antoni said. “We’ve got short memories, it’s 2-1.
We’ve got to get one up here and this next one we’ve
got to go get it. 

“We played soft, actually, and you can’t do that with
these guys.” As well as Curry, every other Warriors
starter made double figures, with Kevin Durant finishing
with 25 points and Klay Thompson 13.  Rockets star
James Harden meanwhile was kept relatively quiet, with
20 points, while Chris Paul finished with 13.

The Warriors had edged into a nine-point lead in the
first quarter, building momentum steadily to go 31-22
clear. While Curry had a slow start to the night, making
just one of seven three-point attempts in the first half,
Durant gradually began to impose himself.

The towering forward had 15 points in the first half,
and pushed the Warriors’ lead to 54-41 with just under
30 seconds left in the half.  Durant was in the thick of

the action early in the third quarter, as the Warriors
stitched together a trademark burst of scoring.  Eight
unanswered points suddenly saw the Warriors jump
into a 21-point lead at 64-43.

The Rockets responded bravely to the onslaught,
going on a 10-2 run to slash the home side’s lead to 13
points. But just when it looked as if the Rockets were
hauling themselves back into contention, the Warriors
exploded with a 13-0 run that saw them surge into a
27-point lead. Curry was the architect, suddenly finding
his range and raising the roof with a three-pointer past
the covering Harden followed by an impish one-handed
layup to make it 80-56.

A Durant three-pointer rubbed salt into the wound
and took Golden State 27 points clear. From there it
appeared the only question to be settled would be the
margin of victory, but the Warriors showed no inclina-
tion to ease up, with Quinn Cook adding 11 points off
the bench in five minutes. — AFP

HONG KONG: Saudi Arabia make
their return to the finals of the World
Cup for the first time since Germany in
2006 in a situation that is all too famil-
iar to those who know the game in the
Gulf state.

Juan Antonio Pizzi will lead the
Green Falcons into their opening
match in Group A of the 2018 tour-
nament but he is removed by some
distance from the coaching team
that earned Saudi Arabia their spot
at the finals. 

It was Dutchman Bert van Marwijk
who managed to build a side that was
much stronger than the sum of its
parts and ended a decade of disap-
pointment for Saudi Arabia to return
the team to the upper levels of the
Asian game.

Habitual hirers and firers of coach-
es, Saudi Arabia will be appearing at
the finals for the fifth time, with their

best performance coming on their
debut in 1994 when they reached the
last 16. Since they last appeared at the
World Cup finals, though, Saudi Arabia
have lost their place among the leading
lights of the continent, exiting the
Asian Cup in the group phase in both
2011 and 2015 and missing out on the
last two World Cups.

Van Marwijk, however, harnessed
the talent that had seen club sides such
as Al Hilal and Al Ahli impress in Asian
competition and fashioned a team
capable of finally returning to the
World Cup. The departure of the
Dutchman at the end of his two-year
contract in September 2017 saw
Edgardo Bauza take over for a short-
lived, three-game spell before
Argentina-born former Spain interna-
tional Pizzi was put in place in late
November.

With little more than six months
to work with the team, the former
Chile coach has been set a tough
task-one made more demanding by a
decision to send several key players
on loan to Spanish clubs in the lead-
up to the finals. — Reuters
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Football Association’s General
Assembly members elected Sunday Sheikh
Ahmad Yusuf Al-Sabah to chair KFA, in an
extraordinary session attended by representa-
tives from FIFA and Asian Football Confederation
(AFC).  The General Assembly members also
elected Ahmad Oqla as vice-president.  Saad
Enad, one of the members, told reporters the rest

of KFA board were Ahmad Ajab, Maan Al-
Rushaid, Jaber Al-Zanki, Khaled Al-Shemmeri,
Fahad Al-Mutairi, Ibrahim Al-Ansari, Salem
Saadoun, Fahad Al-Hamlan, Ali Al-Mutairi,
Abdulhakeem Al-Kanderi and Sabeeh Abul.

Fatma Hayat has been elected for the women
seat. Thirteen clubs attended the General
Assembly meeting. Qadsia was absent.  Sheikh

Ahmad, in a statement following his election,
said KFA’s hands would be open to all clubs and
that a meeting would be held today to discuss a
strategy. Sheikh Ahmad was KFA president in
2004-07 and between October 2017 until last
February. FIFA announced last February
appointment of a committee to run KFA until
May 20. —  KUNA

KFA elects Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah as president

KUWAIT: Newly elected chairman of Kuwait Football Association Sheikh
Ahmad Yusuf Al-Sabah. KUWAIT: Newly elected board member Fatma Hayat.


