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ALEXANDRIA: Youth members of ‘Je Suis’ football academy, an initiative to protect the rights of Christians in the sport, exercise on a pitch in the country’s second city of Alexandria. — AFP 
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in order to focus on reciting the Quran in the
blessed month of Ramadan. Ramadan furnishes the
ground to initiate an inner state of spiritual renewal. It
is a time when Muslims are encouraged to get a deeper
understanding of the teachings of the Quran which is
the ultimate source of guidance and knowledge.
Fasting and feeling the suffering of the needy, reading

and listening to the Quran help Muslims get back to the
right course in their journey to Allah.

Note: Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission
is to empower Kuwait’s expats through social and
educational services that promote a positive and
productive role in society, and to facilitate oppor-
tunities for intra- and interfaith interactions that
promote social solidarity. For more information,
please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net. 

Quran and Ramadan...
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married to foreign husbands like (widow) Kuwaiti
women with regards to a housing loan.

In another development, the Council of Ministers said
yesterday that government bodies which grant financial
assistance to Kuwaiti citizens do so in accordance with
rules and regulations and without intermediaries. It said

in a statement following the weekly Cabinet meeting
that the money is paid directly to the beneficiary after
confirming certain requirements and the funds are not
paid through anyone including lawmakers.

The Cabinet statement comes a day after MP Riyadh
Al-Adasani threatened to grill the prime minister if the
government does not issue a statement regarding the
involvement of MPs in securing government financial aid
to needy citizens. Adasani’s threat came after a video was
posted on social media of pro-government MP Ahmad
Al-Fadhl saying that the government was going to pay
lawmakers before the summer. Fadhl later explained that
several MPs mediate for needy citizens with certain gov-
ernment bodies to secure cash assistance. 

Assembly panel 
rejects bill on...
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But trade has picked up in recent years as foreign
firms use Kuwait’s port to ship goods to Iraq due to its

better security. Up to 200 vehicles cross the border at
the Safwan post every day, an Iraqi officer said. Kuwaiti
visitors are also trickling back to the Shiite Muslim holy
cities of Najaf and Kerbela. A third of Kuwaitis are
Shiites. In the other direction there is little private traffic
as Kuwait rarely grants visitor visas for Iraqis for securi-
ty reasons. “I come twice a year. There are no problems
for Kuwaitis now,” said a Kuwaiti who gave his name as
Mohamed after crossing the border to make a pilgrim-
age to Nawaf. — Reuters

Kuwaiti investor
targets former...

ALEXANDRIA: Mina Bendary dreamed of becoming a
professional footballer in Egypt, but found his Coptic
Christian name was an insurmountable barrier in the
Muslim-majority country.  Such discrimination prompted
him to hang up his boots and instead establish an acade-
my to protect the rights of Christian footballers.

He opened the “Je Suis” (“I am”) academy nearly three
years ago in Alexandria, Egypt’s second city, where he
now trains a group of players aged 15 to 27. At 22,
Bendary declares he is “the youngest football coach in

Egypt”. Wearing blue shirts depicting a football with a
crown and a cross, the footballers race around the small
pitch under the scorching midday sun.  The academy tries
to offer solutions to Christians who “get rejected from
teams they apply to as soon as they utter their names,
regardless of their performance,” Bendary says.

“This happened in more than one club, which forced
me to stop playing and to focus on solving the problem of
Christians in football in Egypt.” Bendary soon realised he
was not alone in being asked to play under a Muslim
name.  His eyes sparkling, he points to a player dubbed
Cristiano-on account of the similarity of his looks and
style to Portuguese superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.  The 17-
year-old midfielder, Mina Samir, explains his experience at
a high-profile club.  “After I was picked in the playoffs, my
coach asked about my name, and I told him ‘Mina’ and he
lost his enthusiasm telling me that they will be calling me.”
The coach never called.

Egyptian professional clubs and the national team
are currently void of Coptic players. Hany Ramzy is one
Coptic player who did represent his country-he was
captain of the national side in the late 1990s before
playing abroad.  Former Egypt international and
Tottenham Hotspur striker Ahmed Hossam, known as
Mido, made a rare public statement in April about such
prejudice.  Egyptian football embraces “some people
who have a lot of discrimination that they do not hide,”
he told Egypt’s DMC channel. “How is it possible that in
the history of Egyptian football for there to only have
been five Christian players in the top level?” he asked,
in comments that went viral.

“There are Christian players who stop playing at a
young age because of the discrimination of some of the
coaches,” said Mido. Copts make up around 10 percent of
Egypt’s population of 96 million and have long com-
plained of discrimination in the workplace, education sys-

tem and state institutions.  The Egyptian Football
Association denies such prejudice extends to the sport.
“First thing we learn in the association (is that there is) no
discrimination,” says Magdy Abdelghany, who sits on the
FA’s board. For the North Cairo Electricity youth team,
including talented Christian players has led to on-pitch
success in the Egyptian capital.

With three Christians in its main line-up, the team won
the city’s youth tournament this year. But the club’s coach,
Mohamed Khalifa, says discriminatory practices neverthe-
less continue in Egypt. “But they do not come from reli-
gious differences, and instead from a lack of understand-
ing or acceptance of the other,” he says. Back on the pitch
in Alexandria, 27-year-old Mina Shokry Ismail is dumb-
founded at the discrimination he and his fellow players
face. “Our house was the only Christian one and was very
loved. First and foremost we are Egyptians,” he says. “I do
not understand, why this intolerance in football?”— AFP 

Coptic Christian 
battles prejudice 
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RIYADH: Saudi air defenses yesterday intercepted a bal-
listic missile over southern city Jizan fired from rebel-held
territory in neighboring Yemen, a spokesman for the
Saudi-led coalition said. Debris from the missile landed in
residential areas of Jizan, but without causing casualties,
coalition spokesman Turki Al-Maliki said in a statement
released by the official Saudi Press Agency.

Yemen’s Iran-allied Houthi rebels have in recent months
ramped up missile attacks against neighboring Saudi
Arabia, which leads a military coalition against them. Two
rebel missiles targeted the southern city of Khamis

Mushait on Saturday, according to Maliki. One missile was
intercepted and destroyed by Saudi forces, while the other
crashed in an unpopulated desert area, he said. Saudi
Arabia earlier this month tested a new siren system for the
capital Riyadh and the oil-rich Eastern Province, in a sign
of the increased challenge posed by the rebels’ armaments.

Riyadh accuses its regional rival Tehran of supplying the
Houthis with ballistic missiles, a charge Iran denies. Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and other allies inter-
vened in Yemen in 2015 with the aim of pushing back the
rebels and restoring the internationally recognized govern-
ment to power. The conflict has left nearly 10,000 people
dead and more than 55,000 wounded, according to the
World Health Organization. More than 2,200 others have
died from cholera and millions are on the verge of famine in
what the United Nations says is the world’s gravest
humanitarian crisis. —  AFP 
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SANAA: Men inspect a damaged petrol station after it was hit by alleged Saudi-led airstrikes on the outskirts of the
Yemeni capital yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Paraguay opened its Israel embassy
in Jerusalem yesterday, the second country to fol-
low the United States in making the politically sen-
sitive move from Tel Aviv. Paraguayan President
Horacio Cartes and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu attended the inauguration ceremony.
The United States relocated its embassy to
Jerusalem a week ago, drawing Palestinian anger. 

It was followed by Guatemala on Wednesday.
The status of Jerusalem is one of the thorniest
obstacles to forging a peace deal between Israel
and the Palestinians, who with broad international
backing want East Jerusalem, captured by Israel in
the 1967 Middle East war, as their capital. Israel
regards all of the city, including the eastern sector it

annexed after the 1967 conflict, as its capital. 
“This is a historic day that strengthens ties

between Paraguay and Israel,” Cartes said at the
ceremony. “A great day for Israel. A great day for
Paraguay. A great day for our friendship,”
Netanyahu responded. “You have not only the sup-
port of our government but the profound gratitude
of the people Israel.” Hanan Ashrawi, an official of
the Palestine Liberation Organization, denounced
Paraguay’s move.    

“By adopting such a provocative and irresponsi-
ble measure that is in direct contravention of inter-
national law and consensus, Paraguay has conspired
with Israel, the United States and Guatemala to
entrench the military occupation and to seal the fate
of occupied Jerusalem,” Ashrawi said in a statement.
In December, US President Donald Trump recog-
nized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital , reversing
decades of US policy and upsetting the Arab world
and Western allies. Most world powers do not rec-
ognize Israeli sovereignty over the entire city and
says its final status should be set in peace negotia-
tions. — Reuters
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JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (right) shakes hands with Paraguayan President Horacio
Cartes during their meeting at the Prime Minister’s office in Jerusalem yesterday.  — AFP 


