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Hollywood’s latest sensation Donald Glover, eye-
brow arched with the detached insouciance of a
rockstar but the poise of a chess grandmaster,

is trying to guess which surname Google auto-sug-
gests when his first name is typed. “Trump? Glover? I
mean, are we going in order? Trump, Duck and then
Glover,” he asks.

Whisper it in Alabama, Kentucky or Oklahoma-shout
it in his home state of Georgia-but the answer is Glover,
not Trump, and entertainment’s latest Renaissance man
looks pleasantly surprised. An accomplished actor,
Glover is better known to rapt teenagers the world over
as US hip hop phenomenon Childish Gambino.

“Oh, wow. I did it,” he laughs, practicing the ear-to-
ear grin he’ll need if he ever adds an Oscar or a Tony to a

trophy cabinet already groaning under the weight of
Emmys, Golden Globes and a Grammy Award. It has been
quite a week for the 34-year-old actor, writer, producer,
director, rapper, singer, DJ and comedian as he sits down
with AFP to discuss his role as a young Lando Calrissian
in “Solo: A Star Wars Story.” 

At the time of the interview, Glover’s latest graphic
music video “This is America” had racked up 100 mil-
lion views in a week on YouTube, with its powerful
takes on gun violence, racism and police brutality.
Every entertainment publication worth its salt has con-
tributed to the white noise on what the enigmatic
Glover could possibly have meant and how to interpret
his edgy imagery. “I haven’t been on the internet since
last Thursday,” the normally prolific Twitterer laughs,
adding that he prefers just to enjoy the moment and
leave the navel-gazing to others.

Galaxy’s sexiest gambler 
As the awards roll in, Glover guards against reveling

too much in past successes or daydreaming of possible
future glories because a show business career is “kind of
like surfing.” “You just take that wave and that pulse and
you just let it carry you,” he says in his phlegmatic, not-
quite-Southern drawl. “Because it’s like freestyling in any
art form: the second we start thinking, ‘Man, I’m really
doing it,’ you’ll start to mess up.”

Glover has tried his hand at sketch and stand-up com-
edy, been a writer on “30 Rock,” an actor on
“Community” and head writer, occasional director and
star of acclaimed FX comedy “Atlanta.” Previously just a

promising actor with small but impactful parts in “The
Martian” and “Spider-Man: Homecoming,” Glover’s turn
as the galaxy’s sexiest gambler in “Solo” has elevated him
to global superstardom.

Next up is another huge, iconic movie role, as Simba
in Jon Favreau’s live-action version of “The Lion King,”
not to mention a fourth and final Childish Gambino album.
He has been a fan favorite pretty much from the moment
the first “Solo” trailer dropped, and Lucasfilm has said
that a standalone Lando movie might happen one day-
but not any time soon. 

Glover-who divides his time between Atlanta, a couch
at his studio in Los Angeles and the Hawaiian island of
Kauai-was at his brother’s house when he got the top
secret news that he’d landed the part. He celebrated by

getting a pizza, going home and watching “The Empire
Strikes Back.” But he couldn’t keep his excitement from
his father, with whom he shares a first name and a deep
love of all things “Star Wars.”

Like a ‘Springsteen song’ 
“They were like, ‘You can’t tell anybody,’ but I had to

tell my dad. I felt like I would be betraying him if I didn’t.
I wouldn’t have the part without him,” Glover recalls. The
“Solo” script impressed, says Glover, because it featured
not just rich, privileged, swashbuckling adventurers, but
also the kind of unsung, everyday heroes who make soci-
ety work. 

“I love it because I think it’s an honest reflection of,
like, in order for you to have this nice fancy party with all
this food, all that stuff, somebody is slaving away some-
where else,” he says. “They’re working hard. And I just
love that, and I think that theme is also in ‘Atlanta.’ There’s
an outside world that we’re trying to get to. And right
now, we’re on the bottom.”

For Glover, the most interesting aspect of the origin
story of Han Solo and his childhood crush Qi’ra-played
by Alden Ehrenreich and Emilia Clarke-is the extent to
which people compromise their values to get a seat at
the top table. “It becomes ‘you or them’ at a certain point.
And I think that’s why I like this movie so much, because
Han learns that. He’s so naive and sweet at the beginning,”
he says. “He’s like... a Bruce Springsteen song: ‘I’m gonna
get outta this town, take my girl and we’re going to fly
into space.’ And it’s like, ‘Yeah, it’s not that simple.’ Things
change and you grow up.” “Solo: A Star Wars Story” hits
US theaters on Friday. — AFP 

Childish Gambino:
America’s new

favorite Donald?

British actress Thandie Newton (R) and US actor Donald Glover pose as they leave the Festival Palace on May 15, 2018
after the screening of the film “Solo : A Star Wars Story” at the 71st edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, south-
ern France. — AFP photos 

“‘Solo’ has 
elevated him 

to global 
superstardom”

Donald Glover (L) and Alden Ehrenreich participate in a press conference in Los Angeles
on May 12, 2018 for “Solo: A Star Wars Story”.

Donald Glover attends the Heavenly Bodies: Fashion & The Catholic Imagination Costume
Institute Gala at The Metropolitan Museum of Art on May 7, 2018 in New York City.

In this file photo taken on February 12, 2017 British actor
Hugh Grant (L) and Swedish producer Anna Eberstein (R) pose
upon arrival at the BAFTA British Academy Film Awards at the
Royal Albert Hall in London on February 12, 2017. — AFP 

Another weekend, another $100-
million-plus superhero opening:
This time it was 20th Century

Fox’s “Deadpool 2,” with an estimated
$125 million take in North American
theaters and a huge debut overseas,
box office tracker Exhibitor Relations
said Sunday. The Marvel Comics film
netted $176 million abroad, the biggest
foreign debut ever for an R-rated title,
according to the Hollywood Reporter.

The movie features Ryan Reynolds
playing the foul-mouthed and irrever-
ent title character as he forms an X-
Force team to protect a young mutant
from the evil Cable (Josh Brolin). For
an uber-bad guy, Brolin is having a
very good week. He also plays world-
destroying villain Thanos in “Avengers:
Infinity War,” which led North
American ticket sales before
“Deadpool” bumped it off. Still pack-
ing a decent punch, “Avengers”-star-
ring Robert Downey Jr., Benedict
Cumberbatch, Scarlett Johansson and
Chris Hemsworth-took in $28.7 million
over the three-day weekend, pushing
its global take past $1.8 billion.

Third in theaters was Paramount’s
new rom-com “Book Club,” at $12.5

million. The film stars Jane Fonda,
Diane Keaton, Candice Bergen and
Mary Steenburgen as aging friends
who decide to read the steamy “Fifty
Shades of Grey” and find it, um,
expanding their literary and personal
horizons. In fourth was “Life of the
Party,” a Warner Bros. comedy, at $7.7
million.  Melissa McCarthy, who co-
wrote the script with director Ben
Falcone, plays a newly divorced mother
who returns to college, only to find
herself in class with her (deeply
embarrassed) daughter.

And in fifth was Universal’s thriller
“Breaking In,” at $6.5 million.  Review
website Rotten Tomatoes dismissed
the fi lm as a “disposable action
thriller” but praised Gabrielle Union’s
performance as a mother trying to
protect her children from hostage-
takers. A weekend surprise (see
below) was Magnolia’s “RBG,” about
US Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, a feisty 85-year-old, with
unusually strong ticket sales for a
documentary. — AFP 

Veteran bachelor Hugh Grant, star
of a string of romantic comedies
including “Four Weddings and a

Funeral”, is finally getting married for
the first time to his Swedish girlfriend.
Wedding banns for 57-year-old Grant
and Anna Eberstein, 39, were published
at the registry office of Chelsea Old
Town Hall near the couple’s home in
Notting Hill.

“This is a day none of Hugh’s friends
ever thought would come,” The Sun
quoted a source as saying. “He will soon
be a pensioner and has finally become a
family man,” the source told the tabloid.
The wedding is to take place in the com-
ing weeks.  Grant and Eberstein already

have three children. He also had two
children with former partner Tinglan
Hong following a long relationship with
actress Liz Hurley.

The British actor has been a leading
privacy campaigner after his phone was
hacked by Mirror Group reporters and he
received a six-figure compensation earlier
this year. He received rave reviews on
Monday for his performance as British
politician Jeremy Thorpe, who was tried in
1979 for conspiring to murder his
boyfriend, in the TV series “A Very
English Scandal”. — AFP 

‘Deadpool’ sequel
surges to box office lead

Hugh Grant finally getting married

His gentle voice in “Girl  from
Ipanema” still charms, but for Joao
Gilberto, the sunny days of his bossa

nova prime half a century ago have been
replaced by financial ruin and family strife.
As one of the pillars of bossa nova, the
breezy, melodious Brazilian style that took
root in the 1950s and ‘60s, Gilberto, now
86, earned his place in musical history. But
the romance and youthfulness of his most
famous song about a head-turning beauty
on Rio de Janeiro’s Ipanema beach could
not be more distant.

Short on funds, sick and living in a bor-
rowed house in Rio, Gilberto is caught up
in a family feud in which two of his chil-
dren accuse his latest ex-wife Claudia
Faissol, a journalist 40 years his junior, of
exploiting the elderly artist. And Gilberto’s
difficulties have been brewing for years.
“In his obsession to keep control over
everything, Joao Gilberto wanted to stop
the outside world so that he could focus
on his art ,” Gilberto biographer Ruy
Castro told Folha de S Paulo newspaper.
“In front of the microphone he succeeded,
but off stage it was the opposite: he had
no control over his life. He got used to
delegating to others.”

Reclusive genius 
Obsessive perfectionism and eccentric-

ity have long marked the singer of
“Desafinado,” “Corcovado” and “Chega de
Saudade,” which he often sang as a duet
with his first wife Astrud Gilberto. He is
known for living in his pajamas and for
reclusiveness, only opening the door of his
home to get restaurant deliveries. Bernardo
Araujo, O Globo daily’s music critic, said
Gilberto’s importance is “incalculable.”

“He was the principal voice of the best
known Brazilian style in the world and a revo-
lutionary without even really meaning to be,”
Araujo told AFP. “He was the first singer, at
least in Brazil, to demonstrate that you don’t
need a big voice, that you can sing quietly, like
in a whisper, while accompanied by virtuoso
guitar.” But Gilberto had to juggle that smooth
style with his demons. “Like Michael Jackson
or Prince, he’s a wonderful and strange artist,
but this strange side of him has taken him to
today’s terrible situation,” Araujo said.

Downfall 
The man who along with composer Tom

Jobim and poet Vinicius de Moraes put
Brazilian music on the international map was
declared legally incapacitated in 2017 at the

request of his daughter Bebel, who like her
brother Joao Marcelo is a musician. “I wanted
my father to have a happy, calm end to his
life,” the son told Veja magazine.

Since April, Gilberto has been living alone
in housing said to have been loaned by Paula
Lavigne, wife of another Brazilian musician
Caetano Veloso. He was forced to leave his
previous lodgings in the seaside Leblon
neighborhood because he had missed months’
of rental payments. Things really started going
wrong back in 2011, when his wife Claudia
persuaded him to go on tour to mark his 80th
birthday and he then pulled out, citing health
problems. He was ordered to return an
advance of about $600,000.

Caught in a dispute with his first recording
label, with no new album since 1989 and no
public concert since 2008, Gilberto ended up
having to sell 60 percent of his royalties on
his first four albums to pay off the debts. That
deal prompted his children to accuse his now
ex-wife of having tricked the artist in full
knowledge that he was no longer capable of
managing his affairs.

For most Brazilians, the last glimpse of the
former star was a video in 2015 where he
appeared in his customary pajamas and look-
ing weak, playing “Girl from Ipanema” with
his daughter Lulu, aged nine at the time. It’s a
sad fate that Brazil’s music community would
love to see end on a higher note. “Brazil owes
a lot to Joao Gilberto and we have to find a
way to help him,” said agent Nizan Guanaes,
who is trying to rally support. — AFP 

‘Girl from Ipanema’ singer 
Gilberto suffers the bluesEspolon presents a special screening of Deadpool 2 at Alamo Drafthouse Cinema on

May 16, 2018 in New York City. — AFP 


