
LONDON: Marcio (seond right) and Andreia Gomes, the parents of victim Logan Gomes arrive yester-
day with survivor Nicholas Burton (left) for the opening day of the Phase 1 Inquiry hearings into the
causes of and circumstances around the deadly fire at Grenfell Tower. —AFP 

LONDON: A bereaved father gave a heart-
breaking tribute to his baby son yesterday at
the start of public hearings into the Grenfell
Tower fire which killed 71 people in London
last year. Marcio Gomes was the first of the
family and friends of people who died in the
blaze to pay tribute to a lost loved one - his
baby son Logan who was stillborn in hospital
hours after his heavily pregnant wife Andreia
escaped from the fire.

Only a charred, gutted ruin remains of
Grenfell Tower, a 24-storey social housing block
in a deprived pocket of the rich west London
borough of Kensington and Chelsea, since it was
engulfed by flames in the middle of the night of
June 14, 2017. The Grenfell Tower fire shocked
Britain and led to an outpouring of angst over
whether poor quality social housing and neglect
by the authorities of a deprived, ethnically diverse
community had played a part in the tragedy. 

Separately from the public inquiry, the police
are conducting a criminal investigation which
could result in charges against organizations or

individuals involved in the construction, mainte-
nance or refurbishment of the tower. The inquiry
faces the daunting task of establishing the root
causes of the fire from eye-witness accounts,
videos and photos, expert evidence and the paper
trail of the tower’s history since it was built in 1974.
But before it delves into the details of what hap-
pened, the inquiry wants to give those bereaved
by the disaster an opportunity to pay tribute to
those they lost by talking about them publicly, or
by showing photos or videos if they wish.

Marcio Gomes, who lived with his wife and
two daughters on the 21st floor of the tower,
went first with a highly emotional tribute to baby
Logan. Sitting alongside his wife Andreia,
Gomes talked about the family’s happiness about
the baby they were expecting and recounted
how hard he had worked to prepare a nursery
for Logan. He spoke briefly about the family’s
terrifying escape down the burning tower in the
middle of the night, and about the moment in
hospital hours later when he was told the baby
had been stillborn. —Reuters
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump demanded
Sunday that the Justice Department investigate whether his
presidential campaign was “infiltrated” or spied on for political
purposes, prompting it to announce it would look into those
issues. Trump has described the infiltration allegations as being
potentially “bigger than Watergate”, but Democrats say he is
attempting to undermine the year-old investigation into Russian
interference in the 2016 election and possible collusion with his
campaign, headed by special counsel Robert Mueller.

“I hereby demand, and will do so officially tomorrow, that the
Department of Justice look into whether or not the FBI/DOJ
infiltrated or surveilled the Trump
Campaign for Political Purposes -
and if any such demands or
requests were made by people
within the Obama
Administration!” Trump tweeted.
Trump’s angry order came amid
building pressure from the year-
old Russia meddling investiga-
tion, and as US media reported
that the Federal Bureau of
Investigations sent a Britain-
based American professor to
speak separately with Trump
campaign advisers in 2016.

A New York Times report described the professor as “an
informant,” saying the federal agency was looking into evidence
that Carter Page and George Papadopoulos had suspicious con-
tacts with Russia. The Washington Post called him “a longtime
US intelligence source”, and said he met with a third campaign
adviser - Sam Clovis - as well as Page and Papadopoulos. Trump
and his supporters have cast the man as a mole possibly sent by
the Obama administration to burrow into his campaign.

The Justice Department tasked its internal watchdog with
looking into the issues raised by Trump. But it paired that
inquiry with an existing “review” of the application process
for FISA national security warrants, which Republicans allege

was abused in connection with the surveillance of Page.

Expanding an ‘ongoing review’ 
“The department has asked the inspector general to expand

the ongoing review of the FISA application process to include
determining whether there was any impropriety or political
motivation in how the FBI conducted its counterintelligence
investigation of persons suspected of involvement with the
Russian agents who interfered in the 2016 presidential election,”
spokeswoman Sarah Isgur Flores said in a statement.

Deputy attorney general Rod Rosenstein, who oversees the
Russia investigation, said: “If
anyone did infiltrate or surveil
participants in a presidential
campaign for inappropriate pur-
poses, we need to know about it
and take appropriate action.”
While Trump allies in Congress
have demanded more informa-
tion about the informant, law
enforcement officials have
refused, saying the source - not
yet officially identified - could
be in danger if named.

Efforts to identify the FBI
informant - and Trump’s claims - have drawn fire from
Democratic lawmakers. “It would be at best irresponsible, and at
worst potentially illegal, for members of Congress to use their
positions to learn the identity of an FBI source for the purpose of
undermining the ongoing investigation into Russian interference
in our election,” said Senator Mark Warner, the Senate
Intelligence Committee’s top Democrat.

“Trump’s claim of an embedded ‘spy’ is nonsense. His
‘demand’ DOJ investigate something they know to be untrue is
an abuse of power, and an effort to distract from his growing
legal problems,” tweeted Adam Schiff, the ranking Democrat on
the House Intelligence Committee. Joaquin Castro, another
House Democrat, responded to Trump’s demand for Justice

Russia election meddling probe may end by Sept 1: Giuliani

Trump ‘demands’ probe of 
‘spying’ on his campaign

Donald Trump Rudolph Giuliani

Migrant door barely 
ajar as populists 
prepare to rule Italy
ROME: The impending arrival of an anti-
establishment, far- right government in
Italy heralds even more controversy over
how to deal with the flow of migrants as it
raises the spectre of mass expulsions. With
a coalition of the anti-system Five Star
Movement (M5S) and the nationalist
League party poised to take power, the
prospects for migrants reaching Italy after
a hazardous sea crossing from Libya look
even dimmer. The outgoing center-left
government has already all but closed the
maritime border following controversial
accords signed with the Libyan govern-
ment as well as local authorities, including
armed groups, in an effort to curb the
migrant influx. Nearly 700,000 people
have landed on Italian shores since 2013.

To stem the tide of human misery, Italy
with EU support has also trained and
equipped the Libyan coastguard so it can
intercept vessels before they reach inter-
national waters. Since the start of this year,
Italy’s interior ministry has tallied 7,100

arrivals via Libya and 3,500 more via
Tunisia, Algeria or Greece. According to
the UN migration agency IOM, the Libyans
have themselves intercepted 6,500 people
seeking to reach the southernmost tip of
Europe.

Now the new, populist government has
signalled it will push EU partners to shore
up the bloc’s external frontiers and accept
an automatic and more equitable shareout
of migrants across the continent. It also
wants to speed up asylum procedures and
repatriate those rejected and those from
countries deemed “safe”.

Arrivals down ‘but not suffering’ 
To help fund the process the govern-

ment would reallocate some of the budg-
et - euro 4.2 billion ($4.8 billion) in 2017
used in rescues, providing sanitary assis-
tance and running reception centers.
Arrivals of migrants to Italy slowed by
some 80 percent from July 2016 to July
2017 after Marco Minnit i , a veteran
secret services coordinator who became
interior minister in Dec 2016, reached an
accord with Tripoli to keep migrants in
detention centers on Libyan soil. Human
rights groups and the United Nations
have blasted most of the centers for their
“inhuman” conditions.—AFP

Department action by tweeting: “@realDonaldTrump - Let
Mueller do his job. Stay out of it. You need to be subpoenaed for
obstruction of justice/conspiracy/money laundering.”
“Obstruction in broad daylight,” Democratic lawmaker Eric
Swalwell wrote.

Trump lawyer Rudolph Giuliani, a former Justice Department
prosecutor and assistant attorney general, told CNN on Friday
that it was unclear whether an FBI informant had been embed-
ded in the campaign, while adding that the agency “should tell us
if there was”. Giuliani also said the investigation into Russian
interference in the 2016 election and possible collusion with
Trump’s campaign could end by Sept 1. Giuliani said the office of
Mueller plans to end the investigation by then, and had shared
the timeline some two weeks ago, The New York Times reported

Sunday. Fox News quoted Giuliani as saying that Mueller told
Trump’s legal team the investigation could be over by Sept 1,
although the timeline was contingent upon the special counsel
interviewing the president by mid-July.

Giuliani said he wants the investigation over by that time so it
does not affect Republicans’ chances in congressional mid-term
elections in November, Fox reported. “You don’t want another
repeat of the 2016 election where you get contrary reports at the
end and you don’t know how it affected the election,” Giuliani
told the Times. Former FBI director James Comey - fired by
Trump last year - announced that the bureau would reopen an
investigation into Hillary Clinton’s misuse of a private email serv-
er just 11 days before the 2016 presidential vote, a move that may
have helped cost her the election. —AFP

Obstruction in 
broad daylight


