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Expat workers increased in one year;
drop in last three months of 2017

Lawmaker slams ministries’ failure to implement ‘Kuwaitization’
KUWAIT: The number of expatriate labor
forces in Kuwait increased slightly in one year
according to recent statistics, but the govern-
ment’s efforts to address the country’s demo-
graphic imbalance by reducing foreign laborers
might have started to bear fruit as the
same statistics show that expat workers’
numbers dropped within the last three
months of 2017.

The total number of expat workers
increased from 1,610,575 as of
December 31, 2016 to 1,668,725 as of
the end of 2017, according to statistics
released recently by the Labor Market
Information System of the Central
Stat ist ica l  Bureau. As a resul t  of
58,150 foreign employees entering the
local market, expats’ percentage in
Kuwait’s labor market increased slightly from
81.9 percent in late 2016 to 82 percent in late
2017, while the percentage of Kuwaiti work-
ers dropped from 18.1 percent to 18 percent
within a year.

On the other hand, the statistics show that the
number of expat workers dropped by around
0.3 percent in three months as they had made up
82.3 percent of the market by September 30,
2017. And while this slight drop reflects Kuwait’s
ongoing efforts to reduce the number of foreign
workers in Kuwait, the government continues to
receive criticism and accusations of failure to
push forward of the ‘Kuwaitization’ of jobs as
effectively as possible.

Creating more jobs
Chairman of the parliament’s employment and

public sector staff replacement committee MP
Khalil Al-Saleh has meanwhile criticized the
health ministry for failure to terminate long-serv-

ing expatriate employees in order to create more
jobs for Kuwaiti candidates. “What harm will the
health ministry suffer if it terminates the contracts
of expat doctors who are over the age of 65, can-
not carry out surgeries and have become admin-
istrative employees?” Saleh told Al-Rai daily. He
was responding to statements made recently by
Head of the Civil Service Commission (CSC)
Ahmad Al-Jassar, in which he stressed that expats
remain irreplaceable in the education and health
ministries despite ongoing efforts to replace
expatriate employees in the public sector with
national manpower.

Saleh argued meanwhile that expats at the
education ministry constitute a large number,

adding that the ministry must carry out a good
plan to ‘remedy the issue’. He said that there are
still expat teachers teaching social subjects
despite the availability of Kuwaiti graduates who
are not accepted because there is ‘no need’ for
them, yet new expat teachers are still hired for
these subjects.

Saleh preferred that employment not be limit-
ed to graduates from Kuwait University’s college
of education and graduates from other colleges
should be accepted to become teachers, while
giving incentives to those with rare specialties,
adding that the education ministry must accept
every university graduate who wants to be a
teacher. “Our work in the committee is based on
making Kuwaitis replace expats in state depart-
ments, especially if there are Kuwaitis who can do
what others are doing,” he said, adding that it is
no longer acceptable to appoint expats in admin-
istrative jobs, and only expats the country needs
should remain. Jasser had stated earlier this week
that 2,595 unemployed Kuwaiti citizens have
rejected jobs that the CSC have nominated them
for as of the end of 2017, but did not specify
which kind of jobs were offered.

Postgraduates’ visas
Meanwhile, an official source at the Public

Authority for Manpower said the decision to stop
granting visas to postgraduates and graduates
under 30 will go in effect at the start of July. The
law was to be implemented at the beginning of
the year, but was postponed for more studies and
to remove legal loopholes, Al-Rai reported quot-

ing the source. The source said the decision aims
at attracting experienced people from outside the
country who are over 30, apart from instructing
businessmen and private companies to use
national labor and create new job opportunities

for youth, especially for those with university
degrees. The source said the authority is working
on allowing expats to renew their work permits
six months before they expire for companies that
subscribe to the “Ashal” service.

‘Sheep death’ video
threatens ban on 
livestock shipments 
to Middle East
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A number of Australian legislators yesterday
demanded an official ban on exporting sheep to the
Middle East in response to footage circulating in
media outlets worldwide showing hundreds of sheep
shipped from Australia to Middle Eastern countries
including Kuwait and other GCC states dying because
of thermal fatigue.

Yesterday, parliamentarian Susan Lee introduced legis-
lation that would “gradually phase out the live sheep
export trade in the Middle East over the next five years.”
The bill is titled “Long-term sheep export ban for 2018.”
“A decision will be made to immediately suspend the
export of live sheep over the three months of the summer,
from July to September,” she said. 

The draft resolution has the support of the Green Party
and the Labor Party in the Australian parliament, and if the
resolution is passed, the shipment of shiploads of live
Australian sheep to the Middle East will be finished by
2023, Australian media, like the SBS news network, said.
Lee said she had “decided to introduce the legislation
after disturbing video footage surfaced earlier this year,
showing the death of sheep in appalling conditions on
flights to the Middle East,” Australian newspapers and
media reported.  

“The opposition will support the bill,” Australian Labor
Party spokesman Joel Fitzgibbon said. “Member bills are
not the best way to encourage legislation, but that’s what
happens when the government today gives way to a very
important issue for the Australian community,” he told
reporters in Canberra. 

Meanwhile, former National Party leader and Australian
Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce rejected the bill,
stressing that “the decision has many drawbacks. If the live
sheep trade is closed, you will make people poorer,” the
minister told reporters yesterday. Prime Minister Malcolm

Turnbull told parliament yesterday: “The government sup-
ports the export trade, which respects the society’s views
on animal well-being. We are taking immediate action to
ensure that animal welfare is maintained.”

Kuwait’s Al-Mawashi company, the largest importer of
Australian live sheep, had revealed that it is looking to find
other secure sources of livestock as a result of Australia’s
talk of banning the trade.

Osama Boodai, chief executive officer of Al-Mawashi,
was quoted by the Northern Daily Leader of Australia
stating that those on the Middle Eastern side of the trade
were also outraged at the footage on board sheep ships,
saying “those conditions were not acceptable to any of
us.” Boodai visited Australia to talk to politicians and
farmers about the reality of conditions on livestock ves-

sels. “People are judging us without having all the facts in
front of them,” he said.

Al-Mawashi, which incorporates the Kuwait Livestock
Transport and Trading, is a majority government-owned
business focused on food security rather than maximising
profits, he explained. It was subsidized by the Kuwait
Government until it became self-sustaining and has been
importing Australian sheep for four decades.

“Kuwait is not an agricultural region but given we sense
the threat to livestock imports, we have started building
our own flock and are hoping to increase its capacity,” he
said. “However, there are real limitations to our production
potential and ability to ever be self-sufficient. That’s why
for countries in the Gulf, the livestock trade is a matter of
national food security.”

MSAL officials
charged with
usurping 
public funds
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Anti-Corruption Authority
(Nazaha) yesterday announced referring a male
manager and a female employee at the Ministry
of Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL) to the pub-
lic prosecution over charges of usurping public
funds. Nazaha explained that with the help of
her immediate boss, the employee had been
stealing money. 

Smoking areas
The comprehensive court yesterday ordered

mandating the ministry of justice to allocate
smoking areas at the new court complex in
Farwaniya and Jahra. The court order came
based on a case filed by lawyer Khalid Al-
Otaibi, who accused the courts of violating the
environment protection law by not setting spe-
cial places for smokers. Otaibi explained that
people smoke in all offices, corridors and stair-
cases in these buildings. 

Mega projects
A government report said the government

urged ministers and concerned state bodies to
execute six mega development projects with a
total value of around $1.2 billion within the 2018-
2019 plan. According to the report, the projects

include Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port, South Mutlaa
purification plant, a new maternity hospital, a new
pediatric hospital, Kuwait center for creativity
and leadership and developing Blajat Street. 

Oil sector
Chairman of the Oil and Petrochemicals

Industries Workers Federation Mohammed Al-
Hajri warned the government against making any
decision that might completely ‘paralyze’ the oil
sector and cause further tensions. “The govern-
ment should learn the lesson from previous expe-
riences,” he stressed, criticizing at what he
described as ‘provocative statements’ made by
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh, “who used to be an oil minister and should
have known better that imposing the strategic
payroll alternative on oil sector workers will force
them to seek other jobs.” In other news, the
Ministry of Health (MoH) recently adopted some
conditions and regulations to regulate workers
who are paid on a monthly basis, including using
fingerprint devices and subjecting them to a reg-
ular leave policy. 

Cabinet condemns launch
of missiles on Saudi Arabia
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti cabinet yesterday strongly condemned
the Houthi militia’s recent launch of ballistic missiles on south-
ern Saudi city of Khamis Mushait.  The missiles were success-
fully intercepted by the Royal Saudi Air Force.  During a routine
meeting held Monday at Seif Palace and chaired by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, the cabinet said the vicious aggression by the
Houthis targeting the Kingdom’s security and stability demon-
strates the group is not serious in responding to the interna-
tional efforts seeking an end to the conflict in Yemen.

The ministers reaffirmed Kuwait’s support to Saudi Arabia and
whatever measures the Kingdom might take to maintain its secu-
rity and stability, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said after the meeting.  They also
prayed for perpetual security and safety for the Kingdom under
the wise leadership of King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

By the same token, the cabinet condemned the recent sui-
cide attacks that hit northern Baghdad, killing and wounding
many innocent people. It reiterated Kuwait’s firm stance in
rejection of all forms and motives of terrorism, Saleh added.  In
addition, the cabinet condemned the act of terrorism that
recently killed a police officer in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, when a
bomb hit a military armored vehicle, reaffirming Kuwait’s sup-
port to Egypt and whatever moves it might take to protect its
security and stability. The cabinet deplored the recent school
shooting incident that occurred in Santa Fe, Texas, US, killing
and wounding several people. The ministers said that such
criminal acts that target innocent people run against all faiths
and human values.  The meeting stressed Kuwait’s unwavering
stance rejecting all forms of terrorism, as well as the country’s
support to the international community to fight it and dry up its
sources. The ministers offered condolences to President Miguel
Diaz-Canel of Cuba, and the Cuban people over the victims of
the recent plane crash in Havana. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Two murder crimes were reported in Kuwait
within the past 48 hours. In the first case, Farwaniya
criminal investigators yesterday arrested a number of
Arab expats for stabbing a compatriot to death yester-
day at dawn, said security sources. Investigations
showed that the suspect and his accomplices had gone
to the victim’s house at dawn yesterday, where they had
an argument, during which the suspect used a knife to
stab the victim. The suspect then fled the scene, leaving
the victim to bleed to death. The killer and his associ-
ates were arrested a few hours later. A case was filed
and further investigations are in progress. 

In the other case, a 28-year-old bedoon man shot
another stateless resident, 33, dead with an AK-47 rifle.
The suspect then gave himself up at Ferdous police sta-
tion out of fear he may be killed by the victim’s family.
The suspect said he saw the victim in a tailoring shop in
Sulaibiya Co-op, so he got his rifle and shot him, saying
that the killing was in revenge for killing his brother 15
years earlier, for which he was jailed for seven years.
The victim’s body was recovered by the coroner, while
the suspect was charged with murder.

New traffic law
The Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) Undersecretary Lt

Gen Mahmoud Al-Doussary yesterday held a meeting
with MoI assistant undersecretary for operations
affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-Sayegh, acting assistant
undersecretary for traffic affairs Maj Gen Fahd Al-
Sowayye, acting assistant undersecretary for legal
affairs Brig Farraj Al-Rasman and acting relations and
security media manager Brig Tawheed Al-Kandari. 

The meeting was dedicated to review traffic law
number 67/1976 and discuss setting a new traffic law
that will help maintain traffic safety on all roads and
include stricter penalties, namely for reckless and stunt
drivers who jeopardize their and others’ lives. Doussary
called for coming up with full visions of the new law as
soon as possible so that it could be referred to the leg-
islature to be passed without any delay. 

Vehicle impounded
Responding to social media videos showing a reck-

less driver doing stunts while driving in Farwaniya,
MoI’s relations and security media department said that
the vehicle used was located and impounded, and that
further investigations are in progress to identify the
driver and arrest him. 

Family rescued
Salmiya marine rescue forces were dispatched to

rescue a family of four stranded on a boat opposite
Kuwait Towers, as water was leaking into the yacht. The
family members, including a child, were rescued and
returned safely to the yacht club.  

Man stabbed to
death; suspect
shoots foe dead

KUWAIT: This picture provided by the Interior Ministry
shows the murder weapon used in killing the victim in
the Farwaniya crime.

Graduates’
visa halt

starts July 1

A picture allegedly showing rotting bodies of sheep that died en route to the Middle East. Source: Animals
Australia


