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GENEVA: The agenda of the 71st session of the World
Health Assembly, which kicked off yesterday, includes
several important topics to promote global health securi-
ty and support health system capabilities, Kuwaiti Health
Minister Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah said. This came in his
statement on the sidelines of the opening of the 71st ses-
sion, which runs from 21 to 26 May at the United Nations
headquarters in Geneva.

The Minister of Health explained that Kuwait’s partici-
pation in this huge global meeting is an opportunity to
meet with health leaders and specialists and to present
achievements of the State of Kuwait in these areas, docu-
mented by indicators, as well as exchanging experiences
with the heads and members of participating delegations,
consultants and experts of the World Health Organization
(WHO). Sabah stressed the Kuwaiti Ministry of Health’s
pride in cooperating with the WHO through participation
in decision-making and recommendations through the
World Health Assembly, the Executive Council and the

Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean.
He also pointed to the ministry’s keenness to imple-

ment these decisions and benefit from them to modernize
and develop health policies, strategies and programs in
line with the latest international developments to address
the challenges related to international health systems,
including the health system in Kuwait.

The Kuwaiti Minister pointed out that health condi-
tions in the occupied Palestinian territories, including
East Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan, would
also be discussed in the regional and international frame-
works to identify the difficulties faced by the brethren in
the occupied Palestinian territories in the medical and
health sector.

He added that topics discussed by this General
Assembly are huge, saying that Kuwait is keen to partici-
pate in the discussions, especially those dealing with the
preparedness and response plans to health emergencies,
pandemic, influenza and follow-up implementation of the
Convention on the International Health Regulations.

He also noted that there is correlation between nega-
tive climate impacts on health and environment and
their impact on physical activity, which will be the sub-
ject of a broad debate at the World Health Assembly
deliberations. At the same time, he explained that the
Assembly would also address the Global Strategy for
Women’s and Children’s Health, including maternal and
infant nutrition. —KUNA

Amir meets Jazeera Airways
Chief, briefed on new terminal

Participation in World
Health Assembly
significant: Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-sabah received Chairman of
Jazeera Airways Marwan Boodai at Seif Palace yes-
terday. During the meeting,
the chairman briefed His
Highness the Amir on the
opening of the new Jazeera
Airways terminal at Kuwait
International Airport,
including facilities and new
technologies.

His Highness the Amir
praised this project, which is
a watershed in the civil avia-
tion field and contributes to
strengthening the national
economy, pointing to the pri-
vate sector’s prominent role in this field. Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-
Sabah attended the meeting.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received National

Security Apparatus (NSA) Chairman Sheikh Thamer Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown
Prince also met with Dean of the Arab and foreign

corps in the United Kingdom
and Ireland, Ambassador of
Kuwait Khaled Al-Duwaisan.

In other news, Kuwaiti First
Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah held ta lks  with
Bri ta in ’s  Senior  Defense
Advisor on the Middle East
Lieutenant General Sir John
Lorimer, focusing on issues
of mutual interest.

In his meeting with the sen-
ior British military officer, the Kuwaiti defense minister
spoke of his country’s camaraderie with Britain, as both
officials also exchanged viewpoints on matters of com-
mon concern. The meeting brought together a number
of officials from the Kuwaiti defense ministry. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Chairman of Jazeera Airways Marwan Boodai briefs His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the
opening of the new Jazeera Airways terminal at Kuwait International
Airport. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with National Security Apparatus (NSA) Chairman Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with Dean of the Arab and foreign corps in the United
Kingdom and Ireland, Ambassador of Kuwait Khaled Al-Duwaisan.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with
Britain’s Senior Defense Advisor on the Middle East Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer.

Shamal Az-Zour 
logs one million 
man-hours without 
Lost Time Accident
KUWAIT: Shamal Az-Zour Al-Oula KSC, the owner
and operator of the Az-Zour North One Power and
Water Plant, announced that the company has reached
1,000,000 man-hours at the plant without a Lost Time
Accident, the equivalent of 10 individuals working safe-
ly for 50 years.

The milestone comes only three years after the
Operation and Maintenance team took over operation
of the first three gas turbines in June 2015 to provide
early power during construction of the site. Beginning
with 45 employees, the company has grown 146 percent
since the start of operations to 111 employees.

Shamal Az-Zour CEO Paul Frain said, “Safety is,
and always has been, of the utmost importance to us
here at Shamal Az-Zour, and we are proud to reach
this key milestone which we could not have achieved
without the incredible hard-work and dedication of
our entire team. Working very hard to keep a strong
culture of safety on site, our employees work diligent-
ly to maintain a safe work environment by following
proper safety procedures, using the correct protec-
tive equipment, and focusing on every detail with
determination. This milestone means that for three
years we’ve met our safety goal each day, every day,
and we look forward to maintaining this commitment
in the years to come.”

With a history of excellence in workplace safety,
Shamal Az-Zour follows its parent companies, Engie
and Sumitomo, in applying their standards for a safe
work environment and bases its safety procedures on

their guidance while embracing an ‘Educate,
Encourage and, if necessary, Enforce’ policy that
focuses on safety procedures and practices whilst
keeping in mind the impact it has on operations and
the environment. The Health, Safety and Environment
team is constantly on the lookout for unsafe behavior
and the management team carry out a ‘safety walk’
every week, and the staff are involved in the decision-
making process and contribute significantly to safety
procedures.

Shamal Az-Zour Al-Oula is 40 percent owned by a
private consortium comprising ENGIE (formerly GDF
SUEZ), Sumitomo Corporation, and AH Al Sagar and
Brothers. The remaining 60 percent is owned by the
Government of Kuwait , through the Kuwait
Investment Authority (KIA: 5 percent), the Public
Institution for Social Security (PIFSS: 5 percent) and
the Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP:
50 percent). The Government of Kuwait will sell 50
percent of the total ownership through an Initial
Public Offering (IPO) to Kuwaiti citizens later this
year. The government will retain a 10 percent stake
following the IPO. 


