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Svitolina beats Halep to win Italian Open

ROME: Elina Svitolina underlined her status as a top
favourite for the French Open by sweeping Simona
Halep aside 6-0, 6-4 to successfully defend her Italian
Open crown yesterday.

In a repeat of last year’s final at the Foro Italico,
Ukrainian Svitolina, seeded fourth, was up against
Halep a day after the Romanian top seed had ousted
Russian Maria Sharapova. But Halep’s hopes of over-
turning last year’s defeat to her 23-year-old opponent
quickly evaporated in a completely one-sided
encounter that saw the Romanian fail to produce a real
challenge.

Svitolina, the world number four, has now success-

fully defended three career titles, in Baku, Dubai and
also Rome; she also won in Brisbane and Dubai this
season to take her 2018 title total to three.

The win also marked Svitolina’s 12th career title on
what was her eighth final in succession. “It was a really
good match, from my side,” Svitolina said. “I dominated.
I was trying to put lots of pressure on Simona with my
game, tried to really take the ball early and open the
court. “It’s amazing that I could do this here a second
time and defend. This is something very, very special.”
The French Open at Roland Garros starts next Sunday,
and Svitolina added: 

“Roland Garros is still a week away, but this gives

me confidence. “Last year, it was the first time for me
going into the Grand Slam as a favourite. This year, it’s
different, I was hoping I was one of the favourites.

“I’m going to take it as a challenge. It’s very impor-
tant to take one match at a time, just go out there and
enjoy playing on the big courts, atmosphere. “Roland
Garros is what we are training for. And I’m gonna give it
the best shot.”

Halep, who was broken four times and lost the open-
ing set in 19 minutes, did not win a game until the start
of the second, 24 minutes in. The world number one
saved match point before bowing out after 67 minutes.

“I was a little bit too stiff with my body. I couldn’t

stay in the rallies, and I missed a lot,” Halep, who was
treated off court for a reported back injury midway
through the second set, said.

“She was solid. She is solid every time I play her. She
deserved to win, for sure. “I want to go (to Roland
Garros), to be ready, to feel good, and to win the first
round. Because always the first round is the toughest.

“Women’s tennis has changed and every tournament
is open. Everyone has a chance to win, even a Grand
Slam,” said Halep, who lost the 2017 French Open final
to Jelena Ostapenko.  Thanks to reaching the final in
Rome Halep will take the top seeding for Roland
Garros. — AFP

Elina top favourite for the French Open

ROME: Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina poses with the trophy after winning the women’s final against Romania’s Simona Halep at Rome’s WTA Tennis Open tournament at the Foro Italico, yesterday in Rome. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James and the
Cleveland Cavaliers thrashed the Boston
Celtics 116-86 on Saturday, powering their
way back into the NBA Eastern Conference
finals. The Cavaliers trimmed the deficit in
the best-of-seven series to 2-1 — avoiding
the 0-3 hole from which no NBA team has
returned to win a series.  They’ll try to even
things up when they host game four today.

The Cavaliers, trying to return to the
NBA Finals for a fourth straight year,
insisted after two double-digit defeats in
Boston that things would be different on
their home floor. They wasted no time in
making it so, racing to a 12-4 lead midway
through the first quarter, which they ended
leading 32-17.

By then, James and George Hill had
already scored more than 10 points apiece,
and half a dozen Cavaliers players finished
by scoring in double digits. James led the
way with 27 points, 12 rebounds and five
assists along with two steals and two
blocked shots.

James made eight of his 12 shots from
the floor, including all three of his three-
pointers, and went 8-of-10 at the free-
throw line. But James, whose 42-point triple
double was in vain in game two, got plenty
of support in a game in which Cleveland
never trailed.

Kyle Korver scored 14 points off the
bench. Hill and Kevin Love scored 13
apiece, JR Smith chipped in 11 and Tristan
Thompson scored 10. Cleveland out-
rebounded Boston 45-34, holding the
Celtics to 39.2 percent shooting.

“We were really good,” James said. “We
had our focus and offensively and defen-
sively we made plays.” Hill and Smith, who
were a combined 1-for-11 from three-point
range in the first two games, had three
apiece and the Cavs drained a total of 17
from beyond the arc.

Jayson Tatum led the Celtics with 18

points. Jaylen Brown, who scored 23 points
in each of the first two games, finished with
10 points and five fouls. He didn’t score at
all until the second quarter.  Terry Rozier
scored 13, but connected on just five of 12
shots from the floor as the Cavaliers
stepped up their defensive effort.

“I think tonight as a group, even when
things broke down, we just covered for
one another,” James said. “We made them
make extra passes, we made them make
extra dribbles. So we were flying around.
I just happened to be one of the guys on
the floor.”

Cleveland led 61-41 at halftime and 87-
63 through three quarters. “It was really a
great defensive game for us,” said
Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue. “I thought
offensively we moved it around a little bit
more, had a lot of assists. I thought JR and
G-Hill did a good job of setting the tone
early, being aggressive, playing with more
pace, more force.

“Having six guys in double figures, that’s
big,” Lue added. “I thought we played an
all-around game tonight, defensively and
offensively.” Third quarters have been
problematic for the Cavs in these playoffs,

but Love opened the period with a three-
pointer, a three-point play and an alley-oop
pass to James as Cleveland stretched their
lead to 69-43.

Cleveland didn’t let up, pushing the lead

to 104-74 with 7:02 remaining. Boston
coach Brad Stevens, whose Celtics have
excelled at home this post-season but fell
to 1-5 on the road, said the venue was
irrelevant. — AFP

Cavs thrash
Celtics, trim
deficit in 
Eastern finals

CLEVELAND: Kevin Love #0 of the Cleveland Cavaliers shoots the ball in the second half
against the Boston Celtics during Game Three of the 2018 NBA Eastern Conference Finals at
Quicken Loans Arena on Sunday. — AFP


