
BERLIN:  Ante Rebic ruined Jupp Heynckes’ farewell
as Bayern Munich coach on Saturday with the Croatia
striker scoring twice as Eintracht Frankfurt claimed an
upset 3-1 win in the German Cup final.

The victory gave Eintracht boss Niko Kovac his first
trophy as a coach in his final match before leaving to
take over from Heynckes at Bayern.  After Rebic’s
opening goal, Robert Lewandowski equalised for
Munich early in the second half.

However, Rebic added his late second before substi-
tute Mijat Gacinovic tapped into an empty net just
before the whistle to delight Frankfurt fans and break
Bayern’s hearts. “Everyone said that we’d be beaten
out of the stadium,” said Frankfurt’s Ghana midfielder
Kevin-Prince Boateng.

“But we showed heart and it was Bayern who
were beaten.”  This  was
supposed to be Heynckes’
farewell party with Bayern
sending their 73-year-old
head coach into retirement
with the German cup and
league double having
wrapped up a sixth straight
Bundesliga title.

“It was an avoidable
defeat and sometimes defeat
belongs to sport,” said
Heynckes graciously. “We
made a serious mistake before they went 1-0 up. If you
don’t exploit your chances, then you can’t win a cup
match like that.

“We also had bad luck, hitting the post twice, but
we didn’t play with fluency or power and Eintracht are
worthy cup winners.” It is exactly 30 years since
Eintracht last won the German Cup as they lifted the
trophy for the fifth time.

“I am happy that we have won the cup after 30
years,” said Rebic.  “The team deserves it, Bayern are
always the favourites, but at the end it was us who won
the cup.” Bayern made a bright start in the capital
when Lewandowski hit the underside of the Frankfurt

bar with just eight minutes gone.
However, Frankfurt scored from their first clear

chance. When Bayern midfielder James Rodriguez
was robbed of possession in midfield, Kevin-Prince
Boateng threaded a pass through to Rebic.  The
Croatia striker dodged the challenges of Bayern cen-
tre-backs Niklas Suele and Mats Hummels to plant
his shot past Bayern keeper Sven Ulreich with 11
minutes gone.

The shock goal sent a ripple of panic through the
Bayern ranks as it was the third straight game they
have fallen behind.

CLEAR PENALTY 
Bayern went close with 25 minutes gone when

Lewandowski fired wide of the empty goal after Franck
Ribery and Thomas Mueller
had already opened up the
Eintracht defence. It should
have been 2-0 to Eintracht
eight minutes before half-
time when Rebic squared for
Jonathan De Guzman, who
was unmarked, but the mid-
fielder stumbled with the
goal at his mercy.

Tempers started to fray as
Frankfurt defender Jetro
Willems was booked for

body-checking Joshua Kimmich but it stayed 1-0 at
the break. Bayern drew level on 53 minutes when Suele
combined with Kimmich, who picked out Lewandowski
near the penalty spot to slot home the equaliser.

Mats Hummels hit the post with a header with ten
minutes left, but Frankfurt-and Rebic-were not to be
denied. The Croatia international again burst in
between Suele and Hummels and brilliantly lifted the
ball over Ulreich. The referee checked the replay on
advice of the video assistant referee, but the goal
stood to make it 2-1 on 82 minutes. Bayern were
denied calls for a clear penalty after a foul on Javi
Martinez deep into added time.

“It was a penalty, but we shouldn’t start criticising,”
added Heynckes, while Kovac admitted: “I have to say-
it was a penalty”. With all Munich players in the
Eintracht half and time running out, Frankfurt sealed
the victory when Gacinovic got on the end of a Bayern

corner, sprinted the length of the pitch to slot into an
empty net in the 96th minute.

The Eintracht squad mobbed the 23-year-old
and the referee blew the whistle to trigger the
Frankfurt party. — AFP

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The third edition of the Eighty
Percent Women’s Football Tournament under
the patronage of the minister of youth and
sports and in collaboration with LaLiga
kicked off last night at Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium.

During a press conference held on
Saturday at Jaber Stadium, Rawya Al-Hajri,
Co-Founder and General Manager at
Eightypercent.co, said the championship is
held in the context of an interest in women’s
sports in general and women’s football in par-
ticular, and offers the teams to gain experi-
ence, raise the level of fitness and develop
their technical side. 

“We are very pleased with the success
achieved every year and with our partnership
with Gulf Bank. We look forward to organiz-
ing future tournaments that involve enthusias-
tic female sports lovers and raise awareness
of the opportunities available for females to
showcase their skills and talent, while encour-
aging others to lead healthy and active lives,”
Hajri said.

The tournament comprises of 16 teams
divided into four groups. Each group consists
of four teams competing in a league style. The
first and second-placed teams from each
group qualify for the quarterfinals. The play-
ers will showcase their football skills and abil-
ities during the tournament, which culminates

in an exciting championship match. The event
is being organized by Eighty Percent, a
socially driven sports company established by
three young Kuwaiti women dedicated to
sports and fitness. The tournament encour-
ages women to incorporate playing sports as
part of leading an active and healthy lifestyle. 
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MOSCOW:  Russian state media
yesterday cited an unconfirmed
report that Chelsea football club
owner Roman Abramovich’s British
visa has run out, while his spokesman
declined to comment.

Russian state news agency TASS
and other media picked up a report
on The Bell website, which said an
acquaintance of Abramovich and two
in his inner circle had told it the bil-
lionaire’s British visa ran out three
weeks ago and he is waiting for a
new one.

Amid a spiralling diplomatic crisis
between Britain and Russia over the
poisoning of a former Russian dou-
ble agent, there have been calls in
Britain for sanctions that would hurt
super-rich Russians who have homes
in London.

Abramovich formally has residency
in Jersey in the Channel Islands, a tax
haven, but has never taken it up. The
Sunday Times put his wealth at 9.3
billion pounds ($12.5 billion) on its
Rich List this year. He has owned
Chelsea since 2003.

Abramovich’s spokesman John
Mann told AFP he could not comment
because “it’s a personal issue.” Mann
gave the same response to TASS. The
Bell published the Russian-language
report on Sunday. It said it had
received “no comment” responses
from Abramovich’s spokesman and
the Home Office.

AFP also requested a comment on
the issue from the Home Office in
London, but none was immediately
forthcoming. The report quoted a
source in Abramovich’s entourage as
saying that Britain had not refused to
issue a new visa to Abramovich but
was considering his application.

Russia’s Sport-Express website
cited sources in Abramovich’s
entourage as saying that it had taken
a long time for his application to be
processed but he was due to get a
new British visa shortly.

The Bell was started by the former
editor-in-chief of the RBC media
group, Elizaveta Osetinskaya. Under
her leadership, RBC was known for
high-profile investigations. — AFP
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BERLIN: Frankfurt’s Croatian head coach Niko Kovac (C) and Frankfurt’s players celebrate with the trophy after
the German Cup DFB Pokal final football match FC Bayern Munich vs Eintracht Frankfurt at the Olympic
Stadium in Berlin on Saturday. — AFP

A press conference which was held on Saturday at Jaber Stadium. — Photo by
Joseph Shagra

Ronaldo, Bale 
score in Real 
draw, Zinedine 
son makes debut
MADRID:  Real Madrid’s final Champions
League rehearsal was running perfectly on
Saturday until Cristiano Ronaldo was sub-
stituted and Vil larreal scored twice to
snatch a 2-2 draw.  Gareth Bale and
Ronaldo put Real in cruise control at the
Estadio de la Ceramica but the Portugese,
along with Luka Modric, was taken off
shortly after the hour and Villarreal came
surging back.

It was two substitutes that did it, Roger
Martinez unleashing a stunning strike into
the top corner before Samu Casti l le jo
struck the equaliser five minutes from time. 

Castillejo took advantage of some hesi-
tation from Luca Zidane, Zinedine Zidane’s
20-year-old son, who was making his debut
for Real in goal.  “I am happy for his debut,
i t  is  an important day for him and his
coach,” Zidane senior said afterwards. 

“For his father, we will see what he says
at home.” The draw means any hopes Real
had of snatching La Liga’s runner-up spot
off city rivals Atletico are ended but their
attention will quickly turn to Liverpool and
next weekend’s showdown in Kiev.

Villarreal jump above Real Betis into fifth.
If Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp had been

spying for signs of weakness he would have
found few in the opening hour, when Real
looked slick, clinical and set for a comfort-
able victory.  But, defensive frailties were
exposed again and perhaps this result
underlines that if Ronaldo can be neu-
tralised, this is still a team that is far from
unbeatable.

“We are ready,” Zidane said. “We have
not had any injuries today and we are ready
to play our last  match and our f inal .”
Ronaldo was withdrawn after 61 minutes,
the 33-year-old showing no sign of discom-
fort  in what was his f irst  outing since
spraining his ankle against Barcelona a
fortnight ago. 

Bale too will hope his smart turn and fin-
ish could yet earn him a start ing spot
against Liverpool, even if Zidane has shown
propensity for ignoring the Welshman’s
league form in the past. 

After scoring twice against Celta Vigo
last weekend, Bale was excellent again here
and he at least heads to Ukraine knowing
he could not have done much more. He has
now scored 17 goals in 19 matches this year
when playing more than 60 minutes.

“Gareth has never lowered his level,”
Zidane said. “I am happy with his role, for
what he does, he has not changed any-
thing.”

ZIDANE NAMES STRONG SIDE 
Liverpool wil l  have played only one

match in 20 days by next weekend and
Zidane opted for rhythm over rest, picking a

strong team that could be close to his line-
up in seven days’ time. 

The Frenchman, however, has tended
towards caution in Europe and it would be
a surprise if Bale and Isco both started
ahead of Lucas Vazquez, and even Marco
Asensio, next weekend. There was a debut
in goal for Zidane’s son Luca, who joined
Real’s academy when Zidane was playing
for the club in 2004 and has been a regular
presence in the squad this season. 

Luca was born in May 1998, a month
before his father inspired France to win the
World Cup. Bale opened the scoring in the
10th minute with a goal largely of his own
making as he fooled Daniele Bonera by run-
ning over Modric’s pass, before driving into
the bottom corner. 

Ronaldo doubled the advantage before
half-t ime, nodding home a nonchalant
Marcelo cross from the outside of the
Brazilian’s foot as Real strolled into the
interval. But Ronaldo and Modric trun-
dled off and the game turned on a brilliant
shot from Martinez, who j inked inside
from the left and found the far top corner.
If Luca Zidane could have done little to
stop that one, he might have done better
with the equaliser as he rushed out to
intercept a clipped ball over the top but
failed to claim. 

Castillejo touched it round his flailing
opponent and clipped a sharp finish into
the empty net. Earlier in the day, Sevilla
maintained their strong end to the season
with a 1-0 win over Alaves. They finish sev-
enth, below Real Betis, who slipped to a
surprise 3-2 defeat at Leganes.  — AFP

Victory gives Eintracht boss Niko Kovac his first trophy

Rebic ruins Heynckes farewell as 
Frankfurt shock Bayern in cup final

‘I’ll never 
change’, says 
coach Conte, 
warns Chelsea
LONDON: Antonio Conte has warned
Chelsea he will never change his
demanding ways as the FA Cup winning
boss waits to discover if he will be
sacked. Conte ended a troubled season
on a high note thanks to Chelsea’s 1-0
victory over Manchester United in
Saturday’s final at Wembley.

Eden Hazard’s first half penalty was
followed by a backs to the wall display as
Conte won the second trophy of his two-
year reign in what may prove his final
game in charge. Whether FA Cup glory
will be enough to convince Chelsea own-
er Roman Abramovich not to sack Conte
remains in doubt after the Blues finished
fifth in the Premier League and missed
out on Champions League qualification.

The Italian has been embroiled in a
turbulent campaign marred by his feud
with the club’s hierarchy over their fail-
ure to back his transfer plans following

last season’s Premier League title tri-
umph. Conte is also said to have infuri-
ated several Chelsea stars with his
intense personality and regimented
training sessions.

But the former Juventus and Italy
coach is adamant his managerial style
has made him a “serial winner” who
should be respected. In a clear warning
that he will never stop pushing his play-
ers or demanding boardroom backing,
Conte emerged from the jubilant
Chelsea dressing room to send a defiant
message to his club.

Still soaked in champagne from the
post-match celebrations, Conte said:
“After two years the club knows me
very well. If they want to continue to
work with me, they know me. “I can’t
change. My way is always the same;
hard work and to build a strong mentali-
ty with my players.

“I can’t change. I’m this and I think my
past speaks very clear as a player and as
a manager. “You can say what you want,
but I’m a serial winner. “I showed this in
England in a difficult moment for the
club. I’ve showed this today, because we
found the right way to win this trophy.

“There are moments that you have a
lot of questions for yourself. To win in
this way this season gives me more satis-
faction than my wins in the past.” — AFP


