
LE MANS: Marc Marquez reeled off his
third win on the bounce in the French
MotoGP yesterday as home favourite and
pole sitter Johann Zarco crashed out.
Marquez took his 38th success in the top cat-
egory unchallenged from Danilo Petrucci
(Ducati Pramac) with Italian veteran Valentino
Rossi (Yamaha) in third.  “I saw that the track
had a little bit less grip than yesterday and
especially this morning,” said Marquez in the
paddock.  “But I’m happy because this victo-
ry is important on a circuit where normally
we struggle.”

Zarco had the home fans at Le Mans’
Bugatti circuit dreaming of a rare French
win after his record-setting pole 24 hours
earlier but the Yamaha Tech star slid out of
contention on lap seven. Zarco’s premature
exit left Marquez in control in a race that
after early drama turned into something of a
procession.

The result tightened Marquez’s grip on the
MotoGP standings with the defending four-
time champion on 95 points. His closest pur-
suer is Maverick Vinales, albeit 36 points
behind, with Zarco on 58 points in third, and
seven-time world champion Rossi two points
further adrift.

At the start, Zarco was quickly displaced
at the front by track specialist Jorge Lorenzo,
as behind Andrea Iannone on a Suzuki came
to grief at the sixth corner. Andrea
Dovizioso’s Ducati then swept past Lorenzo
but no sooner had the Italian made his move
than he too crashed.

It was then hapless Zarco’s turn to exit,

stage left, as the French MotoGP idol parted
company with his bike with 20 laps remain-
ing.  With the great gallic home hope out of
the picture it didn’t take long for Marquez to
make his decisive move as Lorenzo back ped-
alled, eventually finishing sixth.

If the MotoGP race was lacking in
whiteknuckle excitement, the same was cer-
tainly not the case in the Moto3 Grand Prix
with Spain’s Albert Arenas awarded the win
after Fabio Di Giannantonio was demoted to
fourth for cutting a corner. Honda’s Italian
rider crossed the line first at Le Mans’ Bugatti
circuit but was hit with a three-second penal-
ty, with KTM’s Arenas promoted from second
to first. “That’s fantastic, it’s hard to believe,”
said the 21-year-old, celebrating his first win
since his debut season in 2014.

Andrea Migno and Marcos Ramirez joined

Arenas on the all KTM podium.  Another
KTM rider, Marco Bezzecchi leads the cham-
pionship standings on 63 points, with Di
Giannantonio four points behind in second
and his Honda teammate Aron Canet in third,
three points further back.  Bezzecchi held
onto the championship lead despite a final
bend crash with Honda’s Jorge Martin.

In Moto2, championship leader Francesco
Bagnaia then made it three wins out of five
this season. Kalex’s Italian rider set off from
pole and held off all challengers to add this to
his wins in the opening race in Qatar and at
the Grand Prix of the Americas. Joining him
on the Kalex-dominated podium were
Spaniards Alex Marquez and reigning Moto3
champion Joan Mir. Bagnaia moved up to 98
points in the Moto2 standings, 19 points clear
of Miguel Oliveira. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Max Muncy had two RBIs and Ross
Stripling was fabulous in six innings of one-run, four-hit
pitching as the Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the
Washington Nationals 4-1 on Saturday in the first game
of a day-night doubleheader at Nationals Park. Los
Angeles won for the second straight outing after it ended
a six-game losing streak with Thursday’s 7-0 win at
Miami. Conversely, the loss was Washington’s third in its
last 16 games.

Stripling (1-1) struck out nine and didn’t walk a batter
in his 96-pitch stint. He was followed to the mound by JT
Chargois, Josh Fields and Kenley Jansen, who each threw
a scoreless inning. Jansen earned his seventh save of the
season. Washington outfielder Howie Kendrick exited the
game in the second inning with what turned out to be a
right Achilles injury. Kendrick got twisted around making
a catch at the warning track in left-center for the second
out of the inning and needed to be carted off the field
after being looked at by the training staff. He was placed
on the 10-day disabled list
after the contest and will
receive an MRI.

DODGERS 5, NATION-
ALS 4 (GAME 2)

Pinch hitter Matt Kemp
ripped a two-run double off
Washington closer Sean
Doolittle in the ninth inning to
propel Los Angeles to a
thrilling come-from-behind
victory and complete the
sweep of the doubleheader.
Kemp’s double came after singles to lead off the inning
by Austin Barnes and Logan Forsythe and made a loser
out of Doolittle (1-2), who suffered his first blown save of
the season. Los Angeles’ Kenley Jansen earned his eighth
save of the season, and second of the day, with a perfect
ninth that included one strikeout. The Dodgers’ come-
back denied Max Scherzer’s bid to became the major
league’s first eight-game winner. Scherzer left with a 4-2
lead after seven innings of two-run, five-hit pitching, in
which he struck out 13 and walked three in his 121-pitch
outing. Scherzer now has 104 strikeouts on the year,
becoming the fastest pitcher ever to reach 100 K’s in a
season. He did it in 63 innings.

REDS 5, CUBS 4 (11 INNINGS, GAME 1)
Center fielder Billy Hamilton walked with the bases

loaded in the 11th inning to drive in the winning run and

Scooter Gennett had two hits as host Cincinnati won a
thriller over Chicago in walk-off fashion in the first game
of a day-night doubleheader. Scott Schebler walked to
open the last of the 11th inning against Justin Wilson (1-1)
before Tucker Barnhart singled and Adam Duvall walked
to load the bases. Schebler trotted home on Hamilton’s
walk as his teammates emerged from the dugout to cele-
brate. Ian Happ was a single short of the cycle and
scored two times for the Cubs, who had won two of
three. The benches emptied after Amir Garrett celebrat-
ed a strike out of Javier Baez to end the seventh inning.
The two stared at each other as players came to the field.
No punches were thrown and nobody was ejected.

CUBS 10, REDS 0 (GAME 2)
Center fielder Jason Heyward had a three-run triple

and drove in four runs, Ian Happ homered and left-han-
der Jose Quintana pitched seven scoreless innings as
Chicago split its doubleheader with Cincinnati.

Heyward tripled in the final
three runs of a five-run fifth
inning when his bases-loaded
looper down the right field line
bounced off the glove of diving
second baseman Scooter
Gennett and rolled into the right
field corner. Heyward made his
first start since coming off the
7-day concussion disabled list
Friday. Happ homered in each
game of the doubleheader, and
his homer in the second game
was his seventh of the season

and the 14,000th in Cubs history. Quintana (5-3) gave up
one hit, walked four and struck out seven.

INDIANS 5, ASTROS 4
Corey Kluber fanned 10 batters to move into fifth place

on Cleveland’s all-time strikeouts list and allowed two runs
on six hits over seven innings to beat host Houston. With
his fourth strikeout, Kluber (7-2) moved past CC Sabathia
into fifth with 1,266 career punchouts. The two-time Cy
Young Award winner is five strikeouts behind Bob Lemon
and Early Wynn for third in team history. Michael Brantley
and Yan Gomes hit solo home runs and Edwin
Encarnacion, Jason Kipnis and Jose Ramirez each added
an RBI for the Indians, who fell 4-1 on Friday to open the
three-game series and had lost three of four. Carlos
Correa, Alex Bregman and Marwin Gonzalez all homered
late for the Astros, though their comeback bid fell short.

YANKEES 8, ROYALS 3
Gary Sanchez highlighted a four-hit showing by hit-

ting two solo homers as New York beat host Kansas
City. Gleyber Torres hit a tiebreaking three-run home
run off Danny Duffy (1-6), Giancarlo Stanton hit a
mammoth solo homer and Aaron Hicks hit an inside-
the-park homer as the Yankees won for the 20th time in
24 games and hit five homers for the first time since
June 10 against the Baltimore Orioles at Yankee
Stadium. Hicks became the first Yankee to hit multiple
inside-the-park homers in a season since Hall of Famer
Mickey Mantle did it in 1958 off Pedro Ramos, Dick
Donavan and Early Wynn. He also became the first
player to hit multiple inside-the-park homers before the
end of May since former Royal Brian McRae in 1991.

RED SOX 6, ORIOLES 3
Rafael Devers, Mookie Betts and Andrew Benintendi

all homered as Boston defeated visiting Baltimore. Rick
Porcello (6-1) earned the victory for Boston after suf-
fering his first loss of the season in his last start. He

gave up three runs and six hits in six innings, striking
out nine while walking three. Dylan Bundy (2-6) ran
into trouble with homers once more and took the loss.
He gave up four runs on five hits, including the three
home runs, in six innings and struck out eight. Bundy
allowed four homers in the first inning and did not retire
a batter in a May 8 loss to Kansas City and now has
given up 13 homers in 53 2/3 innings this season.

MARINERS 7, TIGERS 2
James Paxton pitched a complete game, retiring the

final 15 batters he faced, as host Seattle defeated
Detroit. The left-handed Paxton (3-1), making his first
home start since throwing a no-hitter May 8 at
Toronto, allowed two runs on three hits, with one walk
and eight strikeouts. It was Paxton’s second career
complete game and second in his past three starts.
Jean Segura and Ben Gamel hit home runs for the
Mariners off Mike Fiers, who allowed four runs on six
hits in five-plus innings, with one walk and two strike-
outs, to drop to 4-3. — Reuters
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NEW DELHI: Individual brilliance
notwithstanding, cricket remains a
team sport and the fancied Royal
Challengers Bangalore discovered
that the hard way as they exited the
Indian Premier League (IPL) playoff
race after yet another middle-order
meltdown.

Bangalore fans probably took a
playoff berth for granted when the
two-time runners-up managed to
retain two of the biggest names in
contemporary cricket, along with
middle order prospect Sarfaraz Khan,
in January.

Skipper Virat Kohli’s 530 runs in 14
matches and top order colleague AB
de Villiers’ 480 in two fewer games
suggest they were in no way to blame
for the team’s shortcomings. Their
brittle middle order, however, con-
stantly performed as they did in
Saturday’s 30-run loss to Rajasthan
Royals, which eventually sealed their
playoff fate.

Mandeep Singh’s 252 runs from 14
matches was the best by a Bangalore
middle order batsman this season.
Sarfaraz, retained for 17.5 million
rupees ($257,409) in a move that sur-
prised many, managed to amass just
51 in six innings.

“Too much batting stress on just
AB de Villiers,” a dejected Kohli said
after the Rajasthan loss.  “A guy like
AB, who has the ability to hit fours

and sixes, was knocking it around. We
needed more smart decision-making
there and guys were just not up to the
mark and that is disappointing to see.

“It’s not something that should be
repeated by five, six guys in a row.
One or two guys is okay, but the oth-
ers should have applied themselves
and that wasn’t the case tonight.”
Needing 165 to beat Rajasthan,
Bangalore were cruising at 75 for one
in the ninth over with de Villiers (53)
and Parthiv Patel (33) well set before
the wheels came off their chase cour-
tesy of some poor shot selections by
subsequent batsmen.

Bangalore’s middle order woes
were also evident last season, despite
having big-hitting West Indian Chris
Gayle open the batting to share the
scoring burden with Kohli and de
Villiers. “We wanted to strengthen a
middle order that hasn’t been our
strength for the last few years,” Kohli
said. “It’s something we need to look
forward to in the next season. We
need to be more smart about how we
compose our team, I guess.

“The bulk of the scoring responsi-
bility and pressure can’t always be on
a guy like AB all the time in the mid-
dle order. “Guys need to step up at
the right times. We certainly want to
take up the responsibility but there
have to be contributions at important
stages.” —Reuters

Fancied Bangalore pay price
for brittle middle order

Marquez cruises 
at Le Mans as 
Zarco crashes out

WASHINGTON: Howie Kendrick #12 of the Washington Nationals grabs his leg after injuring it while making a catch
in the eighth inning against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Nationals Park during game one of a doubleheader on
Saturday in Washington, DC. — AFP

Kluber fanned 
10 batters to 

move into 
fifth place 

Yankees’ Hicks hits second inside-the-park homer of season

Washington Nationals drop series 
opener to Los Angeles Dodgers 4-1 

LE MANS: Winner Repsol Honda Team’s Spanish rider Marc Marquez celebrates on the podi-
um after the MotoGP race of the French motorcycling Grand Prix yesterday, in Le Mans,
northwestern France. — AFP

Lightning edge 
Capitals 3-2, 
move one win 
from NHL Final
MIAMI:  Ryan Callahan and Cedric Paquette scored
goals in the opening seconds of the first two periods
Saturday and the Tampa Bay Lightning beat
Washington 3-2, moving within one victory of the
NHL Final.  Paquette scored the opening goal just 19
seconds into the first period off an assist from

Callahan, who found the net 33 seconds into the sec-
ond period to give the Lightning a 3-0 advantage.
They sandwiched their scores around Ondrej Palat’s
first-period tally.

The host Lightning, who dropped the first two
games of the playoff series on home ice, seized a 3-2
lead in the best-of-seven Eastern Conference final
with game six today in Washington. “We’ve got to get
a start like that again,” Callahan said. “We know it’s
going to be emotional.”

The Capitals had not dropped three games in a row
since January.  The Lightning, who have five playoff
wins on the road this year, are 7-0 in playoff games in
Washington. Either Tampa Bay or Washington will
face the Western Conference winner, either Las Vegas
or Winnipeg, in the Stanley Cup Final. Vegas carries a
3-1 edge in that series into Sunday’s game five at

Winnipeg.  The Capitals, on their deepest playoff run
since a 1998 finals appearance, must win to force a
seventh game in Florida on Wednesday and see their
fans endure yet another heartbreak. 

Washington led the NHL in the regular season the
past two seasons only to lose in the second round to
eventual champion Pittsburgh each time.  But this
month saw a breakthrough as the Capitals eliminated
the defending champion Penguins in six games in the
second round.  Since Russian star Alex Ovechkin’s
arrival, the Capitals have lost seven NHL playoff series
in a seventh game.

Tampa Bay’s Ondrej Palat scored his sixth goal of
the playoffs 9:04 into the opening period and
Callahan’s goal gave the Lightning a commanding
edge.  But the Lightning were outshot 26-7 the rest of
the way. “We sat back too much,” Callahan said. “I

have to give credit to them. 
There are going to be momentum swings. We have

to get it back quicker.” Russian Evgeny Kuznetsov
scored for the Capitals 4:21 into the second period,
but they came no closer until the game moved into the
dying seconds.  The Capitals lifted goaltender Braden
Holtby for an extra attacker late in the third period
and Ovechkin took advantage, the Capitals’ captain
blasting a slapshot into the net with 96 seconds
remaining in regulation time.  Again Washington sent
Holtby to the bench for an extra attacker but Tampa
Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. The Russian netminder
denied the Capitals three times in the final minute and
the Lightning held on the for a victory that touched
off an on-ice celebration. “He has been our backbone
all year,” Callahan said of the Lightning goalie. “He’s
the reason why we’re here.” — AFP


