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he will observe the day-long fast, but is excited to
resume one custom in particular: gathering around the
television with his family to watch month-long drama
series aired specially during Ramadan. IS had clamped
down on satellite dishes and any form of entertainment
seen as contrary to religion. “We missed these Ramadan
traditions. For four years under IS, we were banned from
watching these series,” Hussein said. 

‘People are free’   
Already, Ramadan feels different, with those opting

not to fast eating publicly without fear of retribution.
Young men gather at a restaurant in the city centre, sip-
ping on chilled fruit juices under the scorching sun. An
employee carefully slices slabs of meat that will be bar-
becued for juicy sandwiches.  “During IS’ reign, we could
only open our restaurants two hours before breaking the
fast,” says owner Dakhil Al-Farj.  Anyone seen eating
during the day was arrested by the hisbah, or religious
police, he recalls. 

“Now, we start serving customers at 10 am. People
are free. Those that want to fast do, and those that don’t
are also free not to,” Farj says. IS’ defeat in Raqa came
at a heavy price. Residents are still losing their lives to
the sea of unexploded ordnance left behind by the
jihadists. Bombing raids by the US-led coalition back-
ing the offensive against IS flattened entire neighbor-
hoods, and rebuilding efforts have been slow. Many dis-

tricts still have no electricity or running water, and
there are barely any jobs. 

That means many are unable to afford a lavish iftar,
the sunset meal that breaks the daytime fast. In one
street market, Syrians stroll among stalls piled high with
fragrant oranges, bananas, bright white cauliflowers,
potatoes and deep purple aubergines. Huran Al-Nachef,
a 52-year-old Raqa native, will pick up a few tomatoes,
cucumbers, and potatoes for a modest meal. “It’s all
obscenely expensive and there’s no work,” says Nachef. 

Affording iftar   
His children look for odd jobs every day to try to pro-

vide for their families, but can barely break even. “Those
with money can prepare iftar, but those poor like me
can’t help but feel sorry for themselves,” he says. Nadia
al-Saleh, another resident, shuffles into a bustling bakery
to pick up maarouk, a brioche-like pastry covered in
sesame seeds that is ubiquitous during Ramadan. “We’re
buying some pastries to make the kids happy, make them
feel the Ramadan spirit,” says Saleh, whose hair is cov-
ered by a dainty midnight-blue shawl. “We’re still home-
less. We’re living with other people, our husbands have
no work. Our situation is really tough.” 

But baker Hanif Abu Badih is feeling optimistic.
“There’s no comparison. Despite all the destruction, peo-
ple are extremely happy that the nightmare is over,” he
tells AFP, dressed in a traditional bright white robe.
Under IS, he was sentenced to 40 lashes and three days
in prison, and his bakery was forced to close for two
weeks. Why? One of his youngest employees tried to
hide when the hisbah was rounding up men for obligato-
ry prayers. “This year, we are going to fast without IS.
We’re going to live however we want, in total freedom,”
says Abu Badih.  — AFP 

Free of IS, Syrians
in Raqa mark...

MUSCAT: Muslim devotees gather to share an Iftar dinner, the first meal after the daytime fast during the holy month of Ramadan, in front of the newly built Sayeda Fatima mosque in the Omani capital Muscat. — AFP 

LONDON: Prince Harry and his new wife Meghan
began married life yesterday after their spectacular,
rule-breaking wedding, but will be delaying a honey-
moon as they turn immediately to royal duties.  The
newly ennobled Duke and Duchess of Sussex tied the
knot in Saturday’s ceremony at Windsor Castle, where
they were greeted by around 100,000 people lining the
streets and watched by millions around the world.  

The couple laughed and smiled as they drove a vin-
tage Jaguar to their evening party hosted by Harry’s
father Prince Charles, where actor Idris Elba reportedly
took a turn as DJ. Hollywood actor George Clooney
and tennis star Serena Williams also attended the
black-tie do for around 200 close family and friends, in
a house in the grounds of the castle.

After stunning the crowds with a sweeping Givenchy
gown during the ceremony, Meghan changed into a
sleek Stella McCartney halterneck dress for the evening
affair. On her finger was a large aquamarine ring, which
belonged to Harry’s late mother, Diana. The couple will
not be taking a honeymoon immediately, as they are
due to attend a charity garden party for Prince Charles,
the heir to the throne, at Buckingham Palace on
Tuesday. Meghan and Charles have reportedly forged a
strong bond, and he stepped in to escort her to the
altar at the wedding after her own father pulled out fol-
lowing a media furor and subsequent heart surgery.

The wedding was like no other the royal family has
ever staged, a mix of the pageantry that Britain does so
well, and celebrity razzmatazz and African-American
culture.  The couple held hands throughout, a gospel
choir sang “Stand By Me” and US pastor Michael
Curry delivered a passionate, lengthy address about the
power of love, referencing slavery.

Meghan, a mixed-race television actress, also made

her mark by walking up the aisle partly on her own, and
giving a speech at the evening reception. “Kisstory:
Harry & Meg’s historic change for monarchy,” head-
lined The Sun yesterday, with a photograph of the cou-
ple kissing on the steps of St George’s Chapel. “If ever
there was a wedding to symbolize modern, multi-cul-
tural, multi-racial Britain, yesterday’s was it,” the
Sunday Mirror wrote in an editorial. “Disney could not
have come up with a better princess,” said the Sunday
Telegraph, while The Mail yesterday simply said: “Harry
ever after!”

‘Strong woman’ 
Harry and Meghan were due to return to their home

at Kensington Palace in London after staying overnight
in Windsor, a residence of Queen Elizabeth II.  The pic-
turesque town was transformed into a sea of Union
Jack flags for the wedding, with the world’s media mix-
ing with thousands of well-wishers, many of whom
camped out for days.

“Thank you to everyone who came to Windsor and
those who followed from around the UK, the
Commonwealth, and the world,” the royal family tweet-
ed.  The new duchess previously expressed a desire to
“hit the ground running” with her royal duties, and the
designer of her dress, Givenchy’s Clare Waight Keller,
said: “She knows what she wants.” She said the bride
had been “incredibly composed” before the ceremony,
adding: “She’s exactly what you see on TV.... She’s a
strong woman... and it was really an absolute joy work-
ing with her.”

As a member of the monarchy, Meghan now has her
own section of the royal.uk website, which highlights
her charity work-and plays down her acting career.
The section “About the Duchess of Sussex” notes her
activism from an early age, as well as her work with
UN Women, One Young World and World Vision, with
only a passing reference to “filming in Toronto”. Fans
have to delve into the biography section for details
about Meghan’s near 15-year career as an actress,
including in hit US television series “Suits”, shot in
Toronto. —  AFP 

Harry and Meghan 
go straight to work 
after lavish wedding

PARIS: Where others failed, sometimes spectacular-
ly, French surgeon Emmanuel Martinod has helped
people whose windpipes have been ravaged by can-
cer and other diseases to live and breathe normally
again. At least one of his patients, sporting a new tra-
chea, has taken up long-distance running. Since 2009,
Martinod and his team at Avicenne Hospital near Paris
have carried out more than a dozen trachea trans-
plants using donor aortas reinforced with custom-
made internal scaffolding, called stents.

Hailed by one US throat surgeon as a “major
advance”, the reconstructive technique was detailed
yesterday in the Journal of the American Medical
Association (JAMA), and presented at a medical con-
gress in San Diego, California. Previous efforts to
rebuild the windpipe and airways from scratch had

focused on using artificial tubes seeded with the
patient’s own stem cells. This approach was made
famous-and then notorious-by disgraced Italian sur-
geon Paolo Macchiarini, who performed synthetic tra-
chea transplants on eight patients from 2011 to 2014. 

Seven died from complications, and the where-
abouts of the eighth is unknown. It was later revealed
that Macchiarini falsified results in published studies.
Martinod struck on the idea of using aortas-the
largest artery in the body-from deceased donors to
replace damaged sections of trachea, the roughly 10-
centimetre (four-inch) tube of cartilage and tissue that
connect the larnyx to bronchial tubes feeding into the
lungs. The thick walls of aortas are designed to with-
stand a lifetime of pressure, chaneling blood pumped
by the heart.

Harvested from donors, the arteries can be frozen to
minus 80 degrees Celsius (minus 112 degrees
Fahrenheit) and stored, ensuring an ample supply. The
freezing process, Martinod discovered, had another
huge advantage: it removed the need for a life-long reg-
imen of medications to prevent the immune system from
rejecting a transplanted organ or body part.  — AFP 

Surgeon builds 
windpipes from 
arteries
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The month-long battles have been the toughest
fought by the Syrian army and its allied forces this year
against opposition forces in pockets around the capital,
defense experts say. Despite extensive use of air power
that has left many parts of the area leveled to the
ground, troops and allied militias have sustained heavy
losses as they encounter tough resistance from diehard
militants waging a battle to the end. In a live broadcast,
a reporter with Syrian state TV said the Syrian army
operations in the Hajar Al-Aswad area were nearing
their end and insurgent lines were collapsing as
columns of smoke rose from the area behind him.

Syrian state news agency SANA said troops were
about to close in on militants holed up in a small area of
high density buildings north of Hajar Al Aswad. “The
fighting skills of the army are foiling all the efforts by
the terrorists to prevent the army from completing the
liberation of the area,” SANA said. The Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights earlier said buses had
entered the enclave after midnight to take out fighters
and their families. 

They had left towards the Syrian Badia, a sparsely
populated expanse of territory east of the capital that

extends to the border with Jordan and Iraq, it said.
Offices torched 
Islamic State militants had torched their offices in

the Yarmouk enclave, the Observatory said. Negotiated
withdrawals have been a common feature of the Syrian
war in recent years as the government, aided by the
Russian military and Iran-backed forces, has steadily
clawed back territory. The rebels have mostly been giv-
en safe passage to northwestern Syria. In the last two
months alone, the United Nations says 110,000 people
have been evacuated to northwestern Syria and rebel-
held areas north of Aleppo. 

The opposition has called it a policy of forced dis-
placement amounting to demographic change to drive
out Assad’s opponents.  The Syrian government has
said nobody is forced to leave and those who stay must
accept state rule. While Assad has vowed to win back
“every inch” of Syria, the map of the conflict suggests a
more complicated time ahead from now on.    

The US military is in much of the east and northeast,
which is controlled by Kurdish groups that want auton-
omy from Damascus. It has used force to defend the
territory from pro-Assad forces. Turkey has sent forces
into the northwest to counter those same Kurdish
groups, carving out a buffer zone where anti-Assad
rebels have regrouped. In the southwest, where rebels
hold territory at the Israeli and Jordanian border, Assad
faces the risk of conflict with Israel, which wants his
Iranian-backed allies kept well away from the frontier
and has mounted air strikes in Syria. —  Reuters

Syrian troops battle 
to crush IS militants...

MORONI: Comoros has put former President Ahmed
Abdallah Mohamed Sambi under house arrest just days
after he was questioned over his role in a scheme to sell
citizenship that investigators say was riddled with cor-
rupt practice. The Interior Ministry said it had decided
to put Sambi under house arrest after he tried to incite
his supporters following his questioning by investiga-
tors at his home on Tuesday. 

Sambi, another ex-president Ikililou Dhoinine, who

succeeded him, and 10 other senior officials from their
administrations have been banned from travelling.
Sambi, who was in power from 2006 to 2011 and has
denied the allegations against him, was not immediately
available to comment on the house arrest order.

Comoros launched a program with the United Arab
Emirates and Kuwait in 2008 to sell citizenship to
stateless people in those countries, known as Bedoon,
in return for cash to help develop the poor Indian
Ocean archipelago. However, an investigation by the
Comoros parliament released earlier this year found
that thousands of passports were sold outside official
channels via “mafia” networks and at least $100 million
of revenues went missing. President Azali Assoumani
has said the scheme has since been suspended and
promised to hold those who broke the law or embez-
zled money to account. —  Reuters

Comoros ex-leader 
under house arrest;
passport row rages  


