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SARAJEVO: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
arrived in Bosnia yesterday to hold his only election rally
outside Turkey, while other EU countries have banned
such events ahead of Ankara’s presidential and parlia-
mentary elections next month. The capital Sarajevo was
chosen for the event after countries such as Germany,
Austria and the Netherlands have barred Turkish politi-
cians from holding such rallies, stoking tensions between
Ankara and Brussels.

Turkey is scheduled to hold presidential and parlia-
mentary elections on June 24, with three million expatri-
ate Turks allowed to vote, including 1.4 mill ion in
Germany. Thousands of people, many wearing scarves
and banners carrying pictures of the Turkish leader, and
waving Turkish flags, converged on Sarajevo’s largest
sports venue, Zetra, where the rally was to be held. And
giant billboards welcomed Erdogan in Turkish and
Bosnian. Security was tight, with local media reporting
that crowds of up to 20,000 were expected. 

Rally for ‘Sultan Erdogan’ 
Despite the ban in other European countries, Bosnia

had not been expected to stop Turkish politicians from

campaigning on its soil, given the close ties between
Bosnian Muslim leader Bakir Izetbegovic and his SDA
party and Erdogan’s ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP). According to Bosnian media, the AKP is
planning to open a representative office in Bosnia soon.
“We will show that he (Erdogan) has friends and that
there are those who are proud of him,” Izetbegovic, the
Muslim member of Bosnia’s tripartite presidency, told
his supporters last week. The Turkish leader was not
liked in the West and there were many “who do not like
him in this country”, because “he is a powerful Muslim
leader that we have not had for a long t ime,”
Izetbegovic argued. 

Nevertheless, support was not unanimous. In an ironic
front page article, the daily newspaper Vecernji list asked
whether, after the rally for “Sultan” Erdogan, Sarajevo
might not soon be welcoming Russian leader Vladimir
Putin or even Syrian leader Bashar Al-Assad.

‘We will die for him’ 
“Why hold a rally in Bosnia rather than in Turkey. Of

course, I mind,” pensioner Spomenka Beus, 74, told AFP.
But, Muhamed Yanik, a 20-year-old student, said he had

travelled 28 hours by bus from Germany to see Erdogan.
“If he says so, we will die for him,” Yanik said. But others,
such as theatre director Dino Mustafic, felt Erdogan’s
visit harked back to the colonial times of the Ottoman
Empire, when the Balkans, notably Bosnia, were ruled by
the Ottomans for more than four centuries until 1878. The
event would be an occasion for “poor local people to
euphorically applaud their sultan,” he tweeted. 

Bosnian Serb leader Milord Dodik accused the Turkish
leader of “interfering” in Bosnia’s affairs. Turkey has
excellent relations with Bosnia and Turkish companies
have played a major role in the country’s reconstruction
following its 1990s inter-ethnic war. Erdogan has called
snap presidential and parliamentary elections for June 24,
bringing the polls forward by a year-and a half. Half of
Bosnia’s 3.5 million citizens are Muslims, a third are Serbs,
while Croats make some 15 percent of the population.

His supporters were expected to arrive from all over
Europe, from Germany, Austria, Belgium, Scandinavia, the
Netherlands Switzerland, Italy or Hungary. The expatri-
ate European vote is generally a source of support
Erdogan’s AKP and officials are keen to rouse a strong
turnout in Europe. The early election in Turkey is set to

accelerate its transition to the new presidential system
with full executive powers which critics fear will lead to a
one-man rule. —AFP 

Erdogan holds election rally in Bosnia
Thousands of people converge on Sarajevo’s largest sports venue

India court jails 
ex-diplomat for 
spying for Pak
NEW DELHI: An Indian diplomat convict-
ed of passing state secrets to Pakistan’s
intelligence services has been jailed for
three years, her lawyer said yesterday.
Madhuri Gupta was found guilty in a New
Delhi court on Friday of “spying and
wrongful communication of information”
while posted to the Indian embassy in
Islamabad. Gupta, 61, was arrested in 2010
for allegedly passing information to the ISI,
the intelligence wing of India’s arch-rival
Pakistan.

The low-level diplomat was detained for
alleged breaches of India’s official secrets
act and held for two years before being
released on bail. Her lawyer, Joginder
Dahiya, said Gupta would appeal her sen-
tencing in a higher court. “She has already
been in custody for about 21 months. She
should have been released on the basis of
the time she has already spent in jail,” he
told AFP.

Gupta avoided more serious jail time
because the information she passed to
Pakistani handlers in 2009 and 2010 was
not military in nature, the Press Trust of
India reported. As a second secretary,
Gupta was among the lowest ranked offi-
cials at the highly-sensitive embassy in the
Pakistani capital. She has always denied
the charges and claims she was falsely
implicated by embassy and foreign min-
istry officials with whom she had a
strained relationship.

But the court determined that her
actions had tarnished India’s reputation
and compromised its security, handing the
maximum possible jail term for the
offences. The information “passed on by
the accused (was) categorically sensitive
information which could have been useful
to the enemy country... and its secrecy was
of utmost importance,” PTI reported.
“Therefore, she does not deserve any
leniency in punishment.”

Indian police say Gupta had been
under surveillance for six months before
being taken into custody in 2010. Nuclear
rivals India and Pakistan routinely accuse
one another of sending spies into their
countries, and it is not uncommon for
either nation to expel diplomats accused
of espionage. —AFP 

Sadr meets
Abadi, hinting 
at coalition
BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-
Abadi met with Moqtada Al-Sadr on Saturday,
less than 24 hours after the Shiite cleric’s bloc
was declared winner of Iraq’s parliamentary
election, the clearest sign yet they could work
together to form a coalition. “During our meet-
ing, we agreed to work together and with other
parties to expedite the process of forming a
new Iraqi government,” Abadi said at a joint
press conference. “It will be a strong govern-
ment, capable of providing to its citizens serv-
ices, security and economic prosperity.”

Sadr, a long-time adversary of the United
States who also opposes Iranian influence in
Iraq, cannot become prime minister because he
did not run in the election. However, his bloc’s
victory puts him in a position to have a strong
say in negotiations. His Sairoon electoral list
captured 54 parliamentary seats, 12 more than
Abadi’s. “Our door is open to anyone as long as
they want to build the nation, and that it be an
Iraqi decision,” Sadr said. 

A bloc led by Hadi Al-Amiri, one of the
most powerful figures in Iraq, came in second.
Amiri, who leads an umbrella of paramilitary
groups, has maintained close ties with Iran
for decades. Before the election, Tehran pub-
licly stated it would not allow Sadr’s bloc to
govern close ally Iraq, with which it shares a
border. Iran has influenced the choice for
prime minister in the past. Winning the
largest number of seats does not automati-

cally guarantee that Sadr will be able to
hand-pick a prime minister. 

Parties will have to align themselves to try
and form a bloc large enough for the parlia-
mentary majority necessary to nominate a
candidate. The government should be formed
within 90 days of the official results, but
negotiations are expected to drag on for
months. The election dealt a blow to Abadi,
but he could still emerge as a compromise

candidate palatable to all sides because he
has managed the competing interests of the
United States and Iran - unwitting allies in the
war against Islamic State - during his term in
office. In recent days, Sadr also met with
Ammar Al-Hakim, whose Hikma Movement
trai led in seventh place, as well  as with
ambassadors from Iraq’s neighboring coun-
tries including Saudi Arabia, Tehran’s main
rival in the Middle East.— Reuters 

SARAJEVO: Supporters of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan wave Turkish national flags during a pre-election rally yesterday. — AFP 

Madhuri Gupta

SARAJEVO: Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan (left)
meets Chairman of the Tripartite Presidency of Bosnia
and Herzegovina Bakir Izetbegovic yesterday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: This handout picture released yesterday shows Iraqi Prime Minister Haider
Al-Abadi meeting Iraqi Shiite cleric and leader Moqtada Al-Sadr. —AFP 


