
BARCELONA: Aston Martin Red Bull Racing
brought a major aerodynamic update package to
the Spanish Grand Prix and it delivered a major
boost as the outfit closed the gap on their rivals.
This report sums up a weekend of much promise
that culminated in the team’s 50th podium finish in
Formula One history. 

The Spanish Grand Prix is traditionally the race
where Formula One teams bring their first major
upgrade of the season and Aston Martin Red Bull
Racing delivered arguably the largest and most dra-
matic package of the year this time around. 

Both Daniel Ricciardo and Max Verstappen were
pleased with how the new car felt, highlighting the
noticeable improvement in downforce and overall
performance as early as after the opening day of
practice on Friday.

The duo locked out the third row of the grid
and after solid starts, started to make good
progress through the field. The RB14 has been
good on its tyres so far this season and that con-
tinued in Barcelona, with both drivers able to run
a long first stint. 

That allowed Verstappen to lead the race briefly
before he made his one and only stop for fresh tyres.
When the virtual safety car period ended in the sec-
ond half of the race, Verstappen was caught out and
made slight contact with Lance Stroll. 

However, despite damage to his front wing, the
Dutchman showed strong pace for the remainder of
the race and was able to hold off Sebastian Vettel,
winner of two races this season, despite the Ferrari
driver having fresher tyres.

Verstappen crossed the line third to score his
opening podium of the year and first since winning
last year’s Mexican Grand Prix, seven races ago. The
result lifts him into sixth in the drivers’ standings,
one place behind Ricciardo. 

Ricciardo, who triumphed in China earlier this
year, showed patches of good pace, which culminat-
ed in him setting the fastest lap for the third time in
five races this season - and he ultimately ended the
race fifth. 

With two cars in the top five, having made use of
a unique formulation of Mobil 1 motor oil and Esso
Synergy race fuel that has delivered improved pow-
er and fuel efficiency to the RB14 this year, Aston
Martin Red Bull Racing has closed the gap on sec-
ond-placed Ferrari in the constructors’ standings.

The team responded well to the disappointment
in Baku with their second-best result of the season,
which will give them confidence that they can take
the fight to Mercedes, who won in Barcelona with
Lewis Hamilton, and Ferrari. 

Formula One now heads to Monaco, with the next
Grand Prix taking place on the streets of Monte
Carlo on 24th-27th May.

DANIEL RICCIARDO, DRIVER, ASTON 
MARTIN RED BULL RACING: 

“It was certainly a strange race. At the beginning
we had good pace and it seemed like Kimi was a bit
slower than Max and myself. I thought I was faster
than them but then once they picked up the pace I
wasn’t really able to go with them. When we pitted
for the medium tyre we came out in traffic and lost
some rhythm. I also had a spin on the VSC re-start,
struggling to keep heat in the tyres, which really put
me out of the race. Fortunately there were no walls

but it put me in no-man’s land. There were moments
where the car was really fast but it was just too diffi-
cult to get it every lap. I would set the fastest lap
and then the next lap I would nearly spin. There is
potential but it’s just hard to extract consistently at
the moment, so we have some more to learn with this
new package. In the end, it was a pretty boring race
but I’m going to take some positives from the poten-
tial we have. Monaco should be our strongest circuit
to date on raw pace so I’m looking forward to get-
ting there in a few weeks.”

MAX VERSTAPPEN, DRIVER, ASTON 
MARTIN RED BULL RACING: 

“I always feel quite good on this track and today
has been a nice turning point after the first few races
where it hasn’t gone to plan. To come back and get
on the podium is really nice. The car behaved really
well all race on both soft and medium tyres. It felt
balanced and had good pace so I was confident I
could push on and achieve a good result. We lost a
bit too much time at the beginning behind Kimi and
it would have been hard to overtake him. We got a
bit lucky with him having the problem and therefore
allowing us to get an extra place and increase our
speed. After that I could settle down and concen-
trate on my own race. I saw Sebastian approaching
but I knew I had relatively fresh tyres so it would be
hard for him to overtake, this allowed me to manage
the situation quite well. I had some damage to the
front wing which luckily didn’t affect the perform-

ance too much. The piece fell off and it only meant a
small amount of oversteer so I was able to keep a
solid pace and bring it home in third place. We were
quick here in the last sector which is all low speed
corners so looking ahead to Monaco we can hope
for a good result. We will concentrate on the set-up,
get a good balance and hopefully put ourselves in
with a real chance.” 

CHRISTIAN HORNER, TEAM PRINCIPAL,
ASTON MARTIN RED BULL RACING: 

“A solid performance today, picking up a podium,
and our 150th podium which is notable and deserved
achievement for the team. It is also Max’s first podi-
um of the season which will be a good confidence
boost for him after enduring a tricky first four races.
We had strong pace in the race today and managed
to make the soft tyre go pretty much to half distance.
The pit stops got us onto the medium tyre which was
always going to put us in better shape for the last 25
per cent of the race. Unfortunately Max sustained
some damage in contact with the Williams of Lance
Stroll under the Virtual Safety Car but even with that
damage he had enough pace in hand to maintain
track position ahead of Sebastian and make the
podium. Daniel had some consolation in his race
with the fastest lap proving the strength of the
upgrades brought to Spain this weekend.
Unfortunately he lost a bit of ground with a spin
during the VSC period but once again we’ve seen
that we have a competitive race car.”
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HONG KONG: The NSW Waratahs ended Australia’s
40-match losing streak against New Zealand rivals
when they thrashed the Highlanders 41-12 yesterday,
while Richie Mo’unga booted the Canterbury
Crusaders back to the top of the Super Rugby ladder
with a 32-24 victory over the Auckland Blues.

Meanwhile, a last-gasp Hayden Parker drop goal
saw Japan’s Sunwolves down the Western Stormers 26-
23. The Waratahs scored six tries to two in Sydney to
rout the Highlanders, who
played much of the match with
14 men after winger Tevita
Nabura was sent off in the
19th minute for foul play.

The last time an Australian
team beat a New Zealand side
was just over two years ago
when the Waratahs downed
the Chiefs.

The Waratahs began full of
intent and opened an 8-0 lead
after 14 minutes thanks to a
Bernard Foley penalty and a
try to massive winger Taqele Naiyaravoro.

They took complete control once Nabura inexplica-
bly kicked NSW winger Cameron Clark in the head as
he leaped for a high ball. Three minutes later the visi-
tors were down to 13 men when Aaron Smith was
shown a yellow card for a deliberate knock-on.

The Waratahs only scored once during Smith’s 10
minutes in the sin bin, a second to Naiyaravoro, but
they dominated the first half and took a 15-0 lead into
the break.

Israel Folau scored the 49th and 50th tries of his
Super Rugby career in the opening stages of the sec-
ond half as the Waratahs began to run away with the
match. The Highlanders scored twice but two more
Waratahs tries underlined a dominant NSW win. “The
last thing we’d been thinking about (was the losing

streak),” Waratahs captain Michael Hooper said.
“We’d been thinking about what we’ve been doing

each week, incrementally building, and we got a good
result tonight,” he said. 

BRIDGE HAVOC 
It was four tries apiece in wet conditions in

Auckland, where penalties made the difference as the
Crusaders downed the Blues to move a point ahead of

the Wellington Hurricanes.
The Crusaders put away

the bumbling start that affect-
ed them last week against the
Waratahs and were up 7-0 in
the second minute with a try
to George Bridge, who creat-
ed havoc down the left wing
side throughout the game.

The impressive Crusaders
pack kept the Blues on the
defensive for most of the first
half and delivered tries to
Quinten Strange, Matt Todd

and Bryn Hall as they raced to a 29-12 lead with the
Blues points coming from tries to Matt Duffie and
Rieko Ioane.

The Blues tightened their defence and focus in the
second half to be rewarded with two tries by Michael
Collins while the Crusaders, despite dominating territo-
ry, were limited to one penalty by Mo’unga, his second
of the match.

“Conditions made it tough to play, so we wanted to
make sure we played at the right end,” Crusaders cap-
tain Matt Todd said.

“In the first half when we got down their end we
took points. “In the second half, not so much but credit
to the Blues. You give them a sniff and they take it. But
we’re happy. The boys dug deep at the end and did
enough for the win.”

‘WE CREATED HISTORY’ 
The Sunwolves have endured some torrid defeats

since entering the competition in 2016, but they have
now won twice in a row for the first time after last
week’s 63-28 rout of the Queensland Reds. 

The win over the Stormers, their first away from
Tokyo, also extinguished the faint play-off hopes of the
South Africans, who are languishing at the foot of their
conference.  “We created history today,” said
Sunwolves coach Jamie Joseph. 

“We’ve had some lean times, no doubt. But really
we’re headed in the right direction and I think that’s

really pleasing for the players.” 
In sweltering conditions for Hong Kong’s first Super

Rugby game, the Stormers were quickly into the lead
and were ahead 17-10 at the break.

The Sunwolves lifted their game in the second half
and Parker stroked them into the lead for the first time
with a coolly struck penalty on 65 minutes.

In the closing 10 minutes, Stormers marksman Sarel
Marais landed two penalties to regain the lead for the
South Africans before the Sunwolves struck back with
an 80th-minute penalty by Parker and then his post-
siren drop goal. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company
in Kuwait, announced its sponsorship of young Kuwaiti
motorsport champion Zaid Ashkanani during his participa-
tion in the 2018 season of the Porsche Super Cup. This is
Ashkanani’s third consecutive participation in this exciting
challenge held in Barcelona, Spain. 

Zain’s support to the young Kuwaiti racer since the start
of his professional career comes under the company’s
Corporate Sustainability and Social Responsibility strategy
towards supporting the sports sector in general as well as
supporting Kuwaiti champions and athletes, who attain
many titles that add to Kuwaiti sporting accolades around
the world. 

Zain’s sponsorship is in line with its belief in the compe-
tencies of Kuwaiti athletes like Ashkanani, who continues to
display unrivaled determination and dedication to his disci-
pline. Especially that the young racer showed exceptional
automotive skills during his past participations, which led
him to attain many accolades including the first place title
of the Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Middle East.

The Porsche Super Cup is one of the most professional
and challenging car racing competitions in the world. All
racers ride the latest class of the Porsche 911 GT3, which
features a 4 liter engine with 357 kilowatts of power (485
horsepower), making it the most powerful car in this com-
petition’s history. All racers use unified tires and fuel to
ensure fairness between them during races. 

Zain expressed its total confidence in the young racer’s
capabilities, and wishes him the best of luck in achieving
many more titles in his upcoming participations. Zain is
proud to work closely with young talents, and the company
remains committed to supporting and sponsoring different
types of sports, emphasizing its dedication to the elevation
of Kuwaiti youth and sports. 

Zain sponsors Kuwaiti
car racing champion
Zaid Ashkanani in 
Porsche Super Cup

Spanish Grand Prix 
bouncing back in 
style in Barcelona

HONG KONG: Stormers’ Seabelo Senatla (back) scores a try during the Super Rugby match between Japan’s
Sunwolves and South Africa’s Western Stormers in Hong Kong yesterday. — AFP

It was four 
tries apiece in 
wet conditions

Aston Martin Red Bull Racing celebrate with Max Verstappen at the Spanish Grand Prix.

Christian Horner and Max Verstappen chat at the Spanish GP.

Japan’s Sunwolves down the Western Stormers

NSW Waratahs end 40-game 
trans-Tasman losing streak

Ashkanani with Zain officials


