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Kachin civilians 
flee Myanmar’s 
‘forgotten war’
DANAI, Myanmar: Seng Moon grabbed her day-old baby
and fled into the thick jungle, joining thousands of villagers
escaping fighting between ethnic Kachin rebels and
Myanmar’s army, now reinforced by a unit notorious for its
brutal “clearance” operations. The insurgency in Myanmar’s
remote northeast has festered for six decades, but unlike the
Rohingya crisis in the far west of the country, it has garnered
few global headlines.

Fighting has surged dramatically this year, displacing
20,000 people since January, adding to the legions already
uprooted by one of the world’s longest-running civil wars.
Often called the “forgotten war”, the Kachin conflict is a
messy struggle over autonomy, ethnic identity, drugs, jade
and other natural resources between the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and the Myanmar state. On
April 11, with the sound of gunfire and fighter jets closing in,
the villagers of Danai township sought refuge in their pad-
dy fields. Three days later shells started falling on their vil-
lage and leaders took the decision for the 2,000 inhabitants
to flee. Seng Moon, 22, had given birth to her daughter only
the day before. “I was still bleeding (from the birth) and I
felt like I was dying,” she told AFP at a camp in Danai town.
“It was so difficult and we had to cross a river.” For the
group that included many young children, as well as the
sick and elderly, progress through the arduous jungle ter-
rain was slow. But they were lucky to encounter local ele-
phant handlers - known as mahouts - who helped ferry the
most vulnerable across a chest-deep river to a displacement
camp in the grounds of a small, wooden church. Ethnic
Kachin are mainly Christians in a nation that is overwhelm-
ingly Buddhist.

33rd Light Infantry 
International focus has been on the crisis in Rakhine

state, from where some 700,000 Rohingya Muslims have
been driven into Bangladesh by a relentless military cam-
paign the UN says amounted to “ethnic cleansing”. An army
unit accused of atrocities against the Rohingya - the 33rd
Light Infantry Division - has now been redeployed to
Kachin. While the scale of violence in Kachin does not match
operations against the Rohingya, experts say the deployment
of the unit is an ominous sign for civilians. “Yes, they are
here,” Kachin state minister for security and border affairs,
Colonel Thura Myo Tin, told AFP without giving any further
details about their mission. Human Rights Watch accuses the
unit of “multiple massacres” in northern Rakhine while
Amnesty International has recorded “violations” against civil-
ians on previous missions to Kachin. “Kachin civilians... have
little hope of divisions like these changing their behavior,”
HRW Myanmar researcher Rich Weir said.

Surge in fighting 
The insurgency in the northeast is one of two dozen ethnic

minority rebellions that have plagued Myanmar since inde-
pendence from British colonial rule in 1948. Civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi said forging nationwide peace was her
main priority after her government assumed power two years
ago, ending decades of military domination. But the army still
retains control over security issues. The Kachin conflict
reignited in 2011 after a 17-year ceasefire collapsed. Clashes
have intensified since 2016, displacing more than 100,000 in
Kachin and the north of neighboring Shan state. Independent
analyst David Mathieson said the military appears to be taking
advantage of the focus on the Rohingya to attack the KIA and
bring it “to the peace negotiation table”. —AFP
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Luxury-loving former first lady laments ‘trying times’

Ex-PM Najib rails at police, 
wife warns of ‘public trial’

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s scandal-hit former leader
Najib Razak and his wife hit out at the media and police
yesterday, after investigators seeking evidence of cor-
ruption were filmed seizing box loads of jewelry, luxury
handbags and cash. Following a surprise victory in an
election on May 9, the new government led by Mahathir
Mohamad has opened investigations into how billions of
dollars disappeared from 1Malaysia Development
Berhad (1MDB), a state fund founded by Najib.

Najib, who has consistently denied any wrongdoing,
and his wife, Rosmah Mansor, have been barred from
leaving the country. Items seized by police from Najib’s
residence and other locations linked to the couple
included 284 boxes of
designer handbags, including
prized Birkin handbags from
Hermes. Dozens of the luxury
bags were filled with cash
and jewelry.

Najib’s lawyer, Harpal
Singh Grewal, told reporters
waiting outside the house that
the former prime minister and
his family were “really very
unhappy” that police had
confiscated clothes and shoes
belonging to his children. “No attempt was made to verify
whether these dresses, shoes, babies clothes and all had
anything to do with the investigations which are ongo-
ing,” he said. In a separate statement, Grewal said the raid
was carried out in a “cavalier and irresponsible manner”.

“The police personnel helped themselves to food and
chocolates in the refrigerator and further demanded that
the meals be prepared for them,” he said, adding that
Najib will continue to cooperate with authorities. The
former premier will make a statement to the Malaysian
anti-graft agency at his home on Tuesday, Grewal told
reporters. A police spokeswoman was not immediately
available to comment.

Malaysia’s unpopular former first lady lamented the
“trying times” since her husband Najib’s ouster from
power, in a plea for public sympathy. Rosmah, who is
widely reviled for her reported luxurious tastes and

tone-deaf attitude towards the struggles of ordinary
Malaysians, issued a statement lashing out at the
police raids, complaining that news of them amounted
to a “premature public trial”. The former first couple’s
world has been turned upside down after Najib’s long-
ruling political machine suffered a shock defeat in May
9 elections.

“It is our hope that the authorities would observe the
rule of law and due process, to avoid a premature public
trial,” Rosmah’s lawyers, Valen, Oh and Partners, said in a
statement on her behalf. “Enforcement agencies should
not be feeding social media trolls, but observe and
uphold strict professionalism at all times,” it added.

“Despite the overwhelm-
ingly trying times afflicted
upon us, we have, and will
continue facil itating, any
inquiry, and avail ourselves to
any requesting authorities,”
Rosmah said in the statement.
But she complained about “the
seemingly compromised
inquiry process, whereby a
series of leaks pertaining to
the probe has made its way
into social media spheres, in

real time”. Rosmah said she was referring to “the
alleged items confiscated,” but did not elaborate.
Rosmah said authorities should “observe the rule of
law and due process, to avoid a premature public trial”
and not leak information to “social media trolls”.

Her call for sympathy is likely to fall on more than a
few deaf ears. Rosmah, 66, is widely mocked for her
imperious manner and reports of multi-million-dollar
jewellery purchases and a vast supply of designer hand-
bags that has earned comparisons to the famed shoe
collection of former Philippine first lady Imelda Marcos.
Among other missteps, Rosmah complained in 2015
about the 1,200 ringgit ($300) house calls from stylists
required to keep her pronounced mane of hair dyed
black. Malaysia’s minimum monthly wage at the time was
900 ringgit. The couple’s downfall has sparked glee on
Malaysian social media, including viral pics of a

disheveled-looking Najib and Rosmah dozing in chairs at
their home early Thursday as police conducted an
overnight search.

At least six countries, including the United States, are
investigating the multi-billion dollar scandal linked to
1MDB. Najib has been instructed by the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) to make his statement
at its headquarters on Tuesday in relation to their probe
on SRC International, MACC’s deputy chief commission-
er, Azam Baki said in a statement yesterday night. SRC
International was a former unit of 1MDB. A member of a
panel that reviewed the MACC’s files on 1MDB found

that the commission had evidence that Najib received
$10.6 million from the unit.

The round-the-clock search at their residence have
prompted some public criticism, including Najib’s
political rivals who are now in government. “As former
victims of early dawn police raids, I must stress my
disagreement in ransacking any home at such an
ungodly hour,” said ruling coalition politician Nurul
Izzah, the daughter of Anwar Ibrahim - a reformist who
was released from jail after being given a full pardon
on Wednesday. “Charge, investigate, prudently,” Nurul
said on Twitter. —Agencies

KUALA LUMPUR: Royal Malaysian police officials take away boxes of seized goods during a night raid early
on Friday on three luxury apartments owned by former prime minister Najib Razak’s family. —AFP

Lurid tale of 
bribery, murder 
looms anew 
for Najib
KUALA LUMPUR: Ousted Malaysian premier
Najib Razak is already in hot water over allega-
tions he looted state funds, but his legal woes
could worsen as calls grow for a fresh look at
an even darker past scandal involving the grisly
slaying of a young model. The lurid earlier affair
centered on allegations that Malaysian officials
took huge kickbacks in the 2002 purchase of
Scorpene submarines from France when Najib
was defense minister. The sensational saga
transfixed Malaysia for years until the authori-
tarian former regime used its leverage to even-
tually bury it, though whispers persist that
Najib, 64, and his wife Rosmah Mansor were
deeply involved.

But Najib was trounced in a stunning May
9 election and Malaysia’s new government has
vowed to investigate not only current allega-
tions that Najib stole billions from sovereign
wealth fund 1MDB, but also lift the lid on other
unresolved scandals under the graft-plagued
former government. “We are very encouraged
by the quick moves so far on (1MDB) and that
the government is taking previous corruption
seriously,” said Cynthia Gabriel, who heads
the Center to Combat Corruption and
Cronyism (C4), a Malaysian NGO. “In this
regard, scandals like Scorpene cannot be

ignored. Pressure is building and it’s going to
get more interesting.” Najib’s immediate con-
cern is allegations that he, his family, and
cronies pillaged billions from 1MDB. He is
barred from leaving Malaysia and police have
seized large amounts of cash, jewels and luxu-
ry items from his home and other sites.

Alleged cover-up 
But 1MDB pales in many ways to the

Scorpene affair, which has sex, submarines,
assassins on the run, and an unfortunate
Mongolian model and translator. It centres on
allegations that French submarine maker DCNS
paid “commissions” of more than 114 million
euros ($134 million) to a shell company linked to
Abdul Razak Baginda, a close Najib associate
who brokered the $1.1 billion submarine deal.
Najib’s opponents said the payments were
kickbacks. Abdul Razak’s Mongolian mistress
Altantuya Shaariibuu, who was said to have
demanded a payoff for working as a translator
in negotiations, was shot dead, her body blown
up with military-grade plastic explosives near
Kuala Lumpur in 2006.

Allegations that Najib and Rosmah were
involved in the killing - carried out by two gov-
ernment bodyguards - were steadfastly denied
by Najib. He also was forced to publicly deny
having had an affair with Altantuya. The case
sank off the radar after a Malaysian court in
2008 cleared Abdul Razak of abetting the mur-
der, sparking allegations of a huge cover-up to
protect Najib, promoted to deputy prime min-
ister by then. But a key figure now looms as a
potential game-changer. Sirul Azhar Umar was
convicted along with another police bodyguard
in the killing, but he has said they were patsies
for “important people” who ordered the mur-

der, and has previously threatened to tell all.
Before he could be jailed, Sirul somehow man-
aged to flee in 2015 to Australia, where he is
believed to be in custody.

Calls for new trial 
Leading Malaysian politician Anwar

Ibrahim, released from jail last week in the
wake of the election and who is expected to
eventually become prime minister, told AFP

on Thursday that Sirul and his accomplice
Azilah Hadri should be granted fresh trials. “At
that time, the judiciary was compromised,”
Anwar, 70, said in an interview. “I don’t know
to what extent Najib was involved or not, but
he’s certainly implicated in some way,” he
added. He noted that all traces of Altantuya
entering Malaysia before her murder were
eliminated, saying that “had to be a higher-up
decision”.—AFP

PEKAN, Malaysia: This file photo taken on April 28, 2018 shows Malaysia’s Prime Minister Najib
Razak and his wife Rosmah Mansor waving to their supporters as they arrive at the nomination
center to hand over election documents. —AFP

Kashmir shuts 
down to protest 
visit by Modi 
SRINAGAR: Indian Kashmir came to a virtual standstill yester-
day as separatist groups called for a shutdown to protest a visit
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the Muslim-majority region
gripped by deadly new tensions and clashes with rival Pakistan.
Shops shut and streets in the main city, Srinagar, were empty
except for police and paramilitary patrols as authorities imposed
maximum security for Modi’s one-day visit.

Authorities cut mobile Internet services in the region and
ordered a curfew in parts of Srinagar. Separatist groups
opposed to Indian rule of Kashmir called for a strike and a
protest march to a city square. Main roads leading to the square
were barricaded by razor wire to stop anyone getting in. “We
are not taking any chances. We’ll do everything to keep the mili-
tants at bay,” a top police officer told AFP on condition of
anonymity.

Authorities closed schools, colleges and universities for the
day in case of student protests. The main venue for Modi’s visit
to Srinagar, the Dal Lake tourist attraction, was made out of
bounds to the public. Modi started the tour in Leh, a remote
high-altitude desert area popular with trekkers, where he
inspected work on a 14-km-long Zojila tunnel connecting the
Kashmir valley with the Ladakh region that is cut off in winter. “I
thank the wonderful people of Leh for the warm welcome. I am
delighted to be here,” Modi said on Twitter. The government said
it would be the longest road tunnel in India and Asia’s longest
two-way tunnel, to be constructed at a cost of $1 billion.

He went on to inaugurate the 330 megawatt Kishanganga
hydropower project in Gurez. The power station is near the de

facto border with Pakistan, which says the project violates the
1960 Indus Water Treaty on sharing waters from the
Himalayas. The World Bank organized two rounds of talks
between the rivals on Kishanganga without resolving their dif-
ferences. “This intransigence on part of India clearly threatens
the sanctity of the treaty,” the Pakistan foreign ministry said in
a statement Friday.

Power dispute 
Modi was to go on to Jammu, in the Hindu-dominated part

of Kashmir, before returning to New Delhi. The visit came a
day after eight civilians - four in India and four in Pakistan -
and an Indian soldier were killed in heavy mortar fire and a gun
battle between Indian and Pakistani forces. There are regular
battles on the frontier that divides Kashmir, which is claimed in
full by both neighbors. —AFP

SRINAGAR: Indian Prime Minister Narinder Modi waves next to
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti during the
inauguration of the Kishenganga hydro project yesterday. —AFP

Raid done in 
‘cavalier’ and 

‘irresponsible’ 
manner: Lawyer

19 dead in India
as truck with 
cement overturns 
AHMEDABAD: A truck overturned in India yesterday killing
19 labourers who were crushed under cement sacks that fell
from the vehicle as it toppled, police said. Six others were
injured in the accident which happened on a busy highway
in western Gujarat state, the latest deadly crash on India’s
notoriously accident-prone roads. “19 persons including 12
women, three teenagers and four men were killed when the
truck coming from Pipavav Port overturned on (the)
Ahmedabad-Dholera highway,” police superintendent R V
Asari told AFP. “All the deceased were laborers going to
work in fields in Anand district. All were buried under the
cement sacks after the truck overturned.” Asari said it
appeared the driver dozed off at the wheel which caused
the truck to skip off the road and flip over. “We are current-
ly engaged in rescue operations. How the accident occurred
needs to be investigated. Primarily it appears that the driver
dozed off,” he added.

In another accident, 11 people were killed Friday in
Uttarakhand state when a speeding truck rammed into a
group of pilgrims walking towards a temple, the Press Trust
of India reported. India has some of the world’s deadliest
roads, claiming the lives of more than 150,000 people each
year. Last month, some 13 children were killed after a train
smashed into a school bus in Uttar Pradesh state. And 21
revellers were killed en route to a wedding when their truck
flew off a bridge in Madhya Pradesh state. —AFP


