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BELGRADE: In the cafes of Novi Pazar, a predominantly
Muslim town in southern Serbia, Turkish football clubs
Fenerbahce or Galatasaray stir more emotion than Belgrade’s
Red Star or Partizan. It is just one sign of Turkey’s growing
presence in the Balkans, where many have doubts over what
their Ottoman-era master has in mind for the region. “Since
the end of the (Cold War) world, Turkey has had a very active
policy in the Balkans,” says Jean Marcou, an associate
researcher at the French Institute of Anatolian Studies in
Istanbul. “Turkey contributed to
the stabilization of conflicts” that
tore apart the former Yugoslavia
in the 1990s and to “efforts to
reconstruct different countries,”
Marcou told AFP.

On that count, there is a sense
of gratitude, but an assertive
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
wants Turkey to play a major
role in the world and especially
in its former sphere of influence.
The Ottomans controlled the
Balkans from the 14th to the 19th
century. They drew top public servants and leaders from the
volatile region to help run an empire which stretched up to
modern-day Austria and Hungary, and across North Africa
and the Middle East.

‘Erdogan rules Kosovo’ 
Today, Erdogan holds a rally in the Bosnian capital Sarajevo

to drum up support among the Turkish diaspora for the snap
elections he called for June 24. Last month, Muslim-populated
Novi Pazar even made the Turkish president an honorary citi-
zen. Analysts said Erdogan’s “neo-Ottomanism” did not sit well
with everyone in a region where membership of the European
Union is seen as the way forward. For the Balkan nations “who
intend to enter the EU, Turkey currently cannot serve as a
model”, said Enver Robelli, a Switzerland-based analyst.

Turkey has been trying to join the EU for years but its

own membership bid has got bogged down in recriminations
over Erdogan’s record on human rights and democratic
norms, especially after a failed coup in 2016. In March,
Turkey mounted an operation with Kosovo intelligence serv-
ices - apparently without clearance from the courts - to
repatriate six people it said belonged to the US-based
movement of Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom Ankara
blames for the coup.

“Erdogan rules Kosovo,” the GazetaExpress local news
website wrote at the time.
Kosovo Prime Minister Ramush
Haradinaj said the operation was
“unacceptable and contrary to
our values”. He dismissed
Kosovo’s interior minister and spy
chief over their involvement,
sparking a tart response from
Erdogan. “Hey Kosovo’s prime
minister, under whose instruction
did you take such a step? “
Erdogan said.

‘Vassal’ policy 
Similar indignation was seen in Bosnia in February when

Sarajevo dropped plans to proclaim Turkish Nobel literature
laureate Orhan Pamuk an honorary citizen. Claiming the move
was prompted by “fear ... of Erdogan,” the opposition
denounced what they called the authorities’ “vassal policy”.
The weight of history breeds suspicion in Serbia, an
Orthodox Christian nation. At Bosnian Serb political rallies,
chants that their entity of “Republika Srpska is not Turkey”
can be heard.

Marcou said that despite the strains, the “Turkey-Serbia
partnership was eventually safeguarded, reinvigorated in par-
ticular by the Russian-Turkish rapprochement, starting in
2016”. For Belgrade, it “is a boon, especially on the economic
level”, he said. Serbian Trade Minister Rasim Ljajic said
recently “there is not a week without a Turkish investor arriv-
ing in Serbia”. His country is already home to about 400

Turkish companies. This month Serbian President Aleksandar
Vucic made a stop in Turkey on his way to Moscow.

Turkish companies control Pristina airport and plan to
build one in Vlore, in southern Albania. Turkish firms also own
the Kosovo KEDS/KESCO power firm and are favorites to
build the planned Belgrade-Sarajevo highway.

Funds for mosques 
According to Marcou, the Turks are not in the Balkans

“only to help economic development, but also to rehabilitate
the Ottoman heritage and establish cultural cooperation”.
Some 10,000 students in around 150 Bosnian schools learn

Turkish, which is the third foreign language behind English
and German. Turks have funded the mosque in Mitrovica,
Kosovo’s biggest, with two million euros ($2.4 million). They
also spent Ä30 million for a mosque in Tirana, planned to
become the most important place of worship for Balkan
Muslims later this year. 

For Robelli, Ankara exerts “real influence”. “Kosovo,
Bosnia, Albania and Macedonia are considered former terri-
tories of the Ottoman empire and are treated as part of the
neo-Ottoman world,” he said. “One should have no illusions,”
Robelli added. “Kosovo is not in a position, like Germany, to
resist Turkish pressure.”  —AFP
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Sudan teen death 
penalty puts focus
on women’s rights
KHARTOUM: When a Sudanese
teenager was sentenced to death last
week for killing her husband, who had
allegedly raped her, activists knew that a
new fight had begun for women’s rights
in Sudan. Noura Hussein, 19, received the
sentence for the “intentional murder” of
the man her father had forced her to
marry. “Noura is facing death. Her case
has brought us close to an execution,”
said Sudanese women’s rights activist
Wini Omer, who witnessed the sentenc-
ing on May 10. “The situation is danger-
ous and necessitates taking women’s
rights more seriously so that we can
protect them,” she said.

Hussein’s case has triggered outrage,
with activists launching a campaign
called “Justice For Noura” and the
United Nations’ women’s agency
appealing for clemency. The teenager’s
plight has also focused attention on
issues facing women in Sudan such as
marital rape, child marriage, forced mar-
riage and the arbitrary application of
Islamic law, along with tribal traditions
that often target women.

Rights group Amnesty International
says Hussein was forcibly married at the
age of 16, and that when she refused to
consummate the marriage, her husband
invited two of his brothers and a male
cousin to help him rape her. When he
tried to rape her a second time, she
stabbed him to death, said Amnesty.
Sudanese law allows children above 10
to be married. “In our arguments we
raised the issue that it was a forced mar-

riage and that she was raped,” Hussein’s
lawyer, Adil Mohamed al-Emam, told
AFP. “The court discussed it but did not
recognize that she was raped.” Emam
says he will appeal against the sentence.

‘Regime ideology’ 
Days after Hussein was sentenced,

another Sudanese woman was lashed 75
times at a police station in the Sudanese
capital after a court found her guilty of
marrying without her father’s approval.
Omer has also faced the wrath of
Sudan’s controversial public order law,
which she says primarily targets women.
In one case a prosecutor accused her of
“indecent dressing”, although she had
worn a skirt, top and headscarf whilst
waiting for a bus on a Khartoum street.
A court found her not guilty. In a second
case, Omer said she was accused of
prostitution after police stormed an
apartment where she was with friends.
She was detained for five days.

“Women in Sudan have been system-
atically oppressed since 1989,” Omer
told AFP, referring to the year when
President Omar al-Bashir seized power
in an Islamist-backed coup. “It is the
regime’s ideology that discriminates
between men and women,” she said,
dressed in a black top and leggings.
Activists want Sudanese laws to be
amended, particularly the security act,
which gives security agents sweeping
powers to make arbitrary detentions.

“It’s not about the judge, the problem
is with our laws themselves,” said lead-
ing human rights activist Mudawi
Ibrahim Adam. “Imagine you can be
detained up to nine months without
charges under the security act,” he said.
He was detained for several months
amid a crackdown on opposition
activists in 2016. —AFP
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PRIZREN, Kosovo: People sit next to a stone bridge overlooking this town on April 15, 2018.  —AFP

Hitler definitely 
died in 1945 
PARIS: Adolf Hitler definitely died in
1945 in Berlin, from taking cyanide and a
bullet, according to French researchers
who were given rare access to fragments
of the dictator’s teeth held in Moscow.
“The teeth are authentic, there is no
possible doubt. Our study proves that
Hitler died in 1945,” professor Philippe
Charlier told AFP. “We can stop all the
conspiracy theories about Hitler. He did
not flee to Argentina in a submarine, he
is not in a hidden base in Antarctica or
on the dark side of the moon,” Charlier
said. The study, which Charlier co-
authored with four other researchers,
was published Friday in the scientific
magazine European Journal of Internal
Medicine. The analysis of Hitler’s bad
teeth and numerous dentures found
white tartar deposits and no traces of
meat fibre - the dictator was vegetarian,
Charlier said.

In March and July 2017, Russia’s
secret service the FSB and the Russian
state archives authorised a team of
researchers to examine the bones of the
dictator, for the first time since 1946, he

said. The French team was able to look
at a skull fragment presented as being
from the Fuhrer, which showed a hole
on the left side which was in all proba-
bility caused by the passage of a bullet.
The scientists were not authorised to
take samples from this fragment. As it
stands, the fragment’s morphology was
“totally comparable” to radiographies
of Hitler’s skull taken a year before his
death, the research found. If this study
confirms the generally accepted view
that Hitler died on the 30 April, 1945, in
his Berlin bunker with his companion
Eva Braun, it does also shed new light
on the exact causes of death, Charlier
said. “We didn’t know if he had used an
ampule of cyanide to kill himself or
whether it was a bullet in the head. It’s
in all probability both,” he said.

The examination of the teeth did not
find any traces of powder, which indi-
cates there was not a revolver shot to
the mouth, more likely the neck or the
forehead. Equally, bluish deposits seen
on his false teeth could indicate a
“chemical reaction between the cyanide
and the metal of the dentures,” the
researcher said. Charlier, a specialist in
medical and legal anthropology, was also
involved in the analysis of the mummified
heart of Richard Lionheart. —AFP


