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NEW DELHI: The chief minister of India’s southern
Karnataka state quit yesterday after just two days in
office, rather than face a confidence vote his minority
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was unlikely to win. The move
could allow the main opposition Congress party, which
ruled the state for the past five
years, and a regional party to
form the government. They have
117 seats in the 225-seat state
legislature.  

The alliance could galvanize
opponents of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ahead
of a general election that must
be held by May next year. Some
analysts, however, said the
Karnataka developments were
unlikely to hurt the prospects of
Modi’s BJP next year, but investors will be closely watch-
ing elections in three other major states this year. “The
impact of the Karnataka political outcome will be short-
lived,” said VK Vijayakumar, chief investment strategist at
Geojit Financial Services. “From now on, till elections to

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chattisgarh later this year,
economics will dictate the direction of the market (rather)
than politics.”

Newly elected Karnataka lawmakers had been due to
hold a “trust” or confidence vote in the assembly on the

orders of the Supreme Court,
which intervened after the
opposition had protested the
state governor’s decision to
invite the BJP to form a state
administration. Karnataka BJP
leader B S Yeddyurappa, who
had been sworn in as the chief
minister on Thursday, said he
would resign rather than try to
prove that he had the support
of a majority of the legislators.

The BJP, which rules 21 of
India’s 29 states, emerged as the single largest party in
Karnataka, but its 104 seats left it short of a majority.
Karnataka, home to India’s technology hub of Bengaluru,
is the only southern state where the BJP has held power. In
an emotional speech carried live by most Indian TV news

channels, Yeddyurappa said his party would now work
towards increasing the number of parliamentary seats for
the BJP in the state to help Modi’s re-election bid.
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi hailed Yeddyurappa’s deci-
sion as a victory. “I am proud that they have been shown
that in India power, corruption and money is not every-
thing but the will of people is everything,” he said in a rare
news conference.

Blow to BJP 
“The mandate was not for Congress and Janata Dal.

They lost the election but they indulged in opportunist poli-
tics,” Yeddyurappa told the assembly. “I have faced the test
of fire all my life. I will lose nothing if I lose power. I am
going straight to the governor’s house to give my resigna-
tion,” the 75-year-old said. Opposition lawmakers cheered
and flashed V for victory signs as Yeddyurappa left the
assembly followed by his supporters.

The buildup to the resignation saw accusations of
bribery and poaching made against the BJP after the state
governor asked Yeddyurappa to try to form an administra-
tion even though he did not have a majority. Congress went
to the Supreme Court to try to prevent the BJP from form-

ing a government in the prosperous state, home to the IT
hub of Bangalore. The court ruled Thursday that
Yeddyurappa should be allowed to take an oath of office.
But a day later it said Yeddyurappa must pass a vote of con-
fidence to prove his majority yesterday. India’s top court
met a third time yesterday to reject a move by Congress to
stop Yeddyurappa appointing a speaker of his choice.
Congress and its ally accused the BJP of offering up to $15
million to their members to switch sides in the vote. Modi’s
party strongly denied the allegation. Congress and Janata
Dal even moved their lawmakers to luxury hotels outside the
state to make sure they were not tempted to switch sides
ahead of the vote. Reports said their mobile phones had
been confiscated so they could not be contacted by rivals.

Gandhi repeated the corruption charges yesterday and
accused Modi of personally approving the offering of
bribes. “You’ve seen openly how the PM directly author-
ized purchasing of (lawmakers) in Karnataka, so the idea
that PM spreads in the country that he is fighting corrup-
tion is a blatant lie,” Gandhi said. Congress has been des-
perate to cling on to Karnataka, its last major bastion. It
has lost 12 state elections since the BJP took national pow-
er in 2014.— Agencies 

BJP drops bid to govern Karnataka
Congress to stake claim to form govt with ally

Iran wary as EU 
presents plans to 
save nuclear deal
TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it would wait to see whether
Europe produces tangible results in overcoming US sanc-
tions before it decides whether to stay in the nuclear deal,
as a top EU official visited Tehran to present plans for
maintaining trade ties. “The ball is in the court of the EU.
They have presented different proposals, we will see if
they materialize,” said the head of Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization Ali Akbar Salehi. He was speaking after
meeting European Union Energy Commissioner Miguel
Arias Canete, the first high-level Western official to visit
Iran since the US withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powers earlier this month.

Canete called the nuclear deal “fundamental for peace
in the region” as he outlined EU plans to continue oil and
gas purchases and protect European companies from US
sanctions as they are phased in over the next six months.
He also had detailed talks with Oil Minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh on practical solutions, which he said included
plans for direct payments between central banks and
state-backed insurance for shipments. 

A group of experts later met their Iranian counterparts
to hash out the details. Zanganeh said there were no plans
to change Iran’s pattern of oil exports, which amount to 3.8
million barrels per day, with 70 percent going to Asia and
20 percent to Europe. Salehi acknowledged Europe’s
efforts to protect trade but said: “We want tangible results,
otherwise we take our own decisions. I personally don’t
want to see such decisions being taken.” Iran has threat-
ened to resume industrial uranium enrichment “without lim-
it” unless its interests are preserved by the remaining par-
ties to the deal, which also include China and Russia. Salehi
said the Iranian people had lost trust in the nuclear agree-
ment and that if trade benefits were not protected “they
will lose more confidence...  and we will be forced to leave.”

EU firms eye exit 
Despite vows by European leaders to protect EU firms

from US sanctions, several companies - including France’s
Total and Holland’s Maersk - have already said it will be
impossible to stay unless they receive explicit exemptions
from Washington. “For sure there are clear difficulties
with the sanctions,” Canete said at a press conference
alongside Salehi. “We will have to ask for waivers, for
carve-outs for the companies that make investments.”
Canete was due to meet Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif today.

Iran’s trade with the European Union is around €20 bil-
lion, evenly split between imports and exports. Oil
accounts for some 90 percent of EU imports from Iran,
going primarily to Spain, France, Italy, Greece, the
Netherlands and Germany. Iran has the world’s fourth-
biggest oil reserves and second-largest gas reserves. But it
has only finalized two major energy deals since the sanc-
tions were lifted: Total’s $4.8-billion South Pars 11 project
with the China National Petroleum Corporation, and a
$740 million deal with Russia’s Zarubezhneft to develop
the Aban and Paydar oilfields. —AFP

Saudis detain 
activists ahead of 
driving ban lift
DUBAI: Saudi authorities have arrested seven promi-
nent women’s rights advocates, dividing public opinion
just weeks before the kingdom is set to lift its driving
ban on women. Without naming those detained, Saudi
Arabia’s state security apparatus said seven people had
been arrested for “attempting to undermine the security
and stability of the kingdom... and to erode national
unity”. “Work is still underway to identify everyone
involved” and take legal measures against them,
according to a security spokesman quoted yesterday
by state news agency SPA. 

Those arrested are facing accusations including
making “suspicious contact with foreign parties”, pro-
viding financial support to “hostile elements abroad”
and recruiting government workers. The crackdown
comes even as the kingdom breaks with long-held
restrictions on women and the mixing of the genders,
with its driving ban on women slated to end June 24.
But there were warnings that Riyadh would not tolerate
those pushing for change outside its authority. Activists
told Human Rights Watch that in Sept 2017, on the same
day authorities announced the driving ban would be
lifted, the Royal Court had called up prominent activists
and warned them not to speak to the media.  

‘Chilling smear campaign’ 
With a front page reading “Your betrayals have

failed”, Al-Jazirah newspaper named two of those
arrested as activists Loujain Al-Hathloul and Aziza Al-
Yousef. On Twitter - a popular tool of communication
for Saudi Arabia’s young population - opinions were

sharply divided. “No place for traitors among us,”
SaudiNews50 wrote. The news website’s post also car-
ried images of five of those detained: Hathloul, Yousef,
Eman Al-Nafjan, Mohammed Al-Rabiya and lawyer
Ibrahim Al-Madmyegh. 

Supporters of  Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, seen as the architect behind a succession of
social reforms emanating from Riyadh, backed the
sweep. Referring to the detainees as “agents of the
embassies”, political analyst Naif Al-Asaker tweeted
that anyone who did not support their arrest was
either a “covert  partner” or s imply “ignorant”.
Amnesty International condemned the commentary of
the arrests as a “chilling smear campaign” and an
“extremely worrying development for women human
rights defenders” in the country.

For other Saudis, the treatment of trailblazers who
fought for many of the reforms now coming to fruition
was a shock. “This round of arrests was strictly target-
ing Saudi feminism,” tweeted Saudi-American activist
Nora Abdulkarim. Abdullah Al-Aoudh, a Saudi-educat-
ed scholar now at Yale Law, said the charges did not
add up. “For those who consider these arrests to be in
defense of religion and religious scholars, I’d just like to
remind you that the scholars and intellectuals of the
country are in jail... in the same scenario,” he tweeted.

Reform ‘frenzy of fear’ 
The detainees had not only fought for the lifting of

the driving ban, but also against the kingdom’s enduring
guardianship laws. Saudi Arabia’s guardianship system
requires women to obtain permission from their fathers,
brothers, husbands or even sons for a host of life deci-
sions. Activists Hathloul and Nafjan in 2016 signed a
petition to abolish Saudi Arabia’s male guardianship
system, according to HRW. Madmyegh, a semi-retired
lawyer, has stepped up to represent fellow rights advo-
cates in recent years. Many Saudi activists say social
change will only be cosmetic without dismantling the
kingdom’s guardianship system.— AFP 

BANGALORE: Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa (bottom right) of the Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) addresses the Karnataka State Legislative Assembly session before resigning from his post at the Vidhana Soudha yesterday. — AFP 

Chief minister 
resigns to 
avoid vote

TEHRAN: Head of  the Iranian Atomic Energy
Organization Ali Akbar Salehi (right) greets European
Union Energy Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete
before a meeting in the capital yesterday.— AFP 


