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Expat public sector employees
down 23 percent in one year

Seven members per Kuwaiti family in average; 2.7 per expat family
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The total number of expatriates working in the
public sector has decreased one year since the policy of
replacing foreign employees with citizens was launched,
recent official statistics has shown. The total number of
expatriates working in state departments dropped from
82,061 in 2017 to 80,933 in 2018, ie 23.14 percent of the
total manpower working for the government, according to
statistics released by the Civil Service Commission (CSC);
the state department responsible for employment in the
public sector. Furthermore, the statistics show that CSC
has terminated the contracts of 1,128 non-Kuwaitis in the
2017-2018 fiscal year. 

Family members
Recent Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI)

statistics showed that an average Kuwaiti family includes
seven members, while non-Kuwaiti families have an aver-
age of only 2.7 members per family. Statistics also

showed that the average birth rate among citizens is 24
per 1,000, while the average for expats is eight per
1,000. On the other hand, the death rate is 2.5 per 1,000
amongst Kuwaitis and 0.9 per 1,000 amongst non-
Kuwaitis. Statistics showed that 63 percent of the expa-
triate population comprises of males, while expat
females form only 37 percent. 

Lease contract 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s (MoC)

assistant  undersecretary Mohammed Al-Enezi
received the form of the unified lease contract pro-
posed by the deputy chairman of the real estate
brokers union Emad Haidar. Informed sources said
the new lease will be subjected to studies to be offi-
cially used throughout Kuwait, with the aim of regu-
lating the real estate market and putting an end to
the chaos dominating it, as well as scrap lease forms
bought at bookstores and stationery shops pending
the shift to e-contracts. 

Final statement 
The parliament’s budgets and final statements commit-

tee met to discuss the 2018-2019 proposed budget, the
final statement of the 2016-2017 fiscal year and the State
Audit Bureau remarks, the committee’s head MP Adnan
Abdulsamad said. The committee also discussed govern-
ment bodies’ delay in recruiting in the last three months of
the fiscal year, despite the Environment Public Authority’s
(EPA) reports that its new structural organization
increased the number of vacancies. 

Al-Ghouss Street 
The engineer responsible for the execution and mainte-

nance of the Al-Ghouss Street project Khalid Al-Meraj
said that 42.5 percent of the project has been completed,
noting that this was ahead of the scheduled rate of com-
pleting 32.8 percent by the end of May. Meraj added that
the project was one of the most urgent and important proj-
ects currently executed by the roads authority with the aim
of improving the capacity of roads in residential areas sur-

rounding the project route as well as reducing traffic con-
gestion along Fahaheel Expressway and other connected
roads. Meraj explained that the project includes six main
intersections, three flyovers, a tunnel and a two-lane 807-
m-long U-turn bridge above the Fifth Ring Road. 

With the advent of the holy month of
Ramadan, people get into a shopping
frenzy and usually complain about high

prices. This is repeated every year, but whose fault is
it? Are people exaggerating the issue or is there a
real hike in prices? Do the complaints stem from a
lack of a shopping culture or the greed of some mer-
chants who deliberately raise prices during this peri-
od for more gains? 

As usual, some parliamentarians began demand-
ing that the ministry of commerce tighten control
over greedy traders because of negative repercus-
sions on the standard of living of low-income people.
MP Mohammed Al-Dallal said “the government
should develop a clear methodology to confront the
phenomenon of the rise in prices because this is no
longer acceptable,” calling for the activation of the
consumer protection law and its implementation and
regulation to control prices. Also, MP Khalil Al-Saleh
pointed out that official statistics indicate an
increase in inflation in Kuwait compared to other
Gulf countries. 

I believe that the government is required to take
serious action to control price increases, not only to
confront those who are trying to raise prices and
earn more money, but to deal with poor living condi-
tions and inflation as well. Kuwait’s consumer infla-
tion index rose by 0.98 percent this January com-
pared to January 2017.

I think inflation in Kuwait is imported, especially
since we import most goods - from a needle to a car
- amid global inflation as well. Also, the availability of
cash with people contributes to the pace of con-
sumption of many types of goods and services.

I think we need to control our consumerist behav-
ior and thus reduce the impact of inflation on the
economy. For example, it is not reasonable for peo-
ple to rush to buy a lot of food for one meal such as
iftar in Ramadan and throw a large amount of waste
at the end of the day, as well as racing to make luxu-
ry purchases. I think we need a huge media aware-
ness campaign through the national committee for
consumer protection. This committee should carry
out sudden inspections of food stores and check the
expiry dates of foodstuff and impose strict penalties
on price manipulators. 

I guess it is natural for a merchant to seek signif-
icant gains, especially when there is a demand for
his goods. So it is natural to raise prices to achieve
the greatest possible profit. But I do believe that
there is a need to understand the culture of shop-
ping, which is to buy only what we need and not for
showing off the abil ity of buying everything
because we have the money.

Prices in Ramadan 
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local spotlight

Kuwait calls for int’l partnership against chemical weapons use

Search for missing diver
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The relations and security information department
at the interior ministry said search and rescue teams are
searching for a citizen after he was reported missing in Al-
Aryaq area in the south of Kuwait. The man reportedly went
missing while practicing free diving with a friend on Friday
afternoon. The Interior Ministry sought help from joint opera-
tions of the Kuwait army, divers and several navy boats and
coastguards, along with a Kuwait army chopper and drone,
the department said in a statement. Permission was granted
from Saudi authorities to expand the search and rescue oper-
ations, the statement adds.

Durra to receive
Indian maids’
requests after Eid
KUWAIT: An informed source at the Al-Durra Company for
Domestic Labor Recruitment placed the responsibility of
bringing domestic helpers from abroad on the foreign ministry.
Bilateral agreements should be signed with labor-exporting
countries as soon as possible so that requests can be met, par-
ticularly amid the crisis the local market is experiencing cou-
pled with a lack of requests at the company’s offices, Al-Rai
reported yesterday quoting the anonymous source.

The company is ready to bring in female Indian workers
within one month from the date in which the foreign ministry
signs a cooperation agreement with its Indian counterpart, the
source said. Durra will deal with six offices designated by the
Indian government, the source indicated, adding that the
agreement will be signed next week while the company will
start receiving requests after Eid Al-Fitr.

Meanwhile, the source revealed that there have been com-
munications with domestic help offices in Vietnam to reach an
agreement to receive workers of both genders, but a final
agreement has not been reached yet. Furthermore, he indicat-
ed that Ethiopia still does not accept the Kuwaiti foreign min-
istry’s conditions of psychological tests for helpers and that
they have no crime record. As for the Philippines, the source
said the company is communicating with approved offices in
Manila to sign agreements with them. 

PARIS: Kuwait called on Friday for creating an internation-
al solid partnership to punish those who evade punishment
when using chemical weapons. This came in a statement by
Sami Al-Sulaiman, Kuwait’s Ambassador to France on side-
lines of a conference on partnership to address evasion of
punishment for use of chemical weapons, where around 33
countries and organizations were taking part. Sulaiman,
who represented First Deputy Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to the
conference, said it was important to create a new mecha-
nism within the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to determine parties using
chemical weapons.

Kuwait, he said, was keen on participating in all inter-
national efforts to support global peace and security.
Kuwait, said Sulaiman, also supported the OPCW and
was a member in an agreement that prohibited produc-
tion, storing and use of chemical weapons. Conferees
discussed how to collect evidence to determine the par-
ties responsible for use of chemical weapons, and how to
impose sanctions on individuals or entities with relation
to the chemical weapons. — KUNA

PARIS: Kuwait’s Ambassador to France Sami Al-Sulaiman (second from right) participates in the conference on partnership to address evasion of punishment for use of
chemical weapons. — KUNA

55 evacuated
in crackdown
against ‘bachelors’
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality’s public relations department
said the emergency team of the Capital governorate dealt
with many complaints about ‘bachelor’ residences as per
decree 125/2008, adding that 55 residences were evacuated
coinciding with a campaign that was launched by the munici-
pality’s public relations department. Head of the emergency
team Zaid Al-Enezi said inspectors dealt with 208 complaints
about ‘bachelor’ residences in areas where renting apartments
for single expatriate men is illegal. In other news, the Capital
inspection department of the Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition destroyed 310 kg of fish unfit for human consump-
tion during a recent crackdown at Souq Sharq.


