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OIC summit urges providing int’l
protection for Palestinian people

ISTANBUL: Concluding the Seventh Extraordinary
Session of the Islamic Summit Conference, kings and
Heads of State and Government of the Member States of
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) adopted a
final communique in response to the latest developments
in the occupied Palestinian territories. They urged dis-
patching an international fact-finding committee to the
occupied Palestinian territories to investigate the recent
Israeli massacres against the Palestinian people in Gaza
Strip and providing international protection to the
Palestinians.  The gathering, held upon the invitation of the
President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Chair of
the Thirteenth Session of the Islamic Summit, reviewed
the brutal Israeli aggression against the Palestinian people
and the il legal inauguration of the US Embassy in
Jerusalem.

In their final communique, the OIC leader said: “Having
reviewed the alarming situation and growing tensions in
the occupied territory of the State of Palestine,
“Expressing our profound appreciation to President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan for calling for the convening and
hosting of this extraordinary Islamic Summit on an issue
of such importance for Ummah (Muslim nation),
“Proceeding from the historical, moral and legal responsi-
bility placed on the Muslim Ummah and in full solidarity
with Palestine and its people, We condemn in the
strongest terms the criminal actions of Israeli forces
against the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, particularly in the Gaza Strip, where unarmed
Palestinian civilians are exercising their legitimate right of
peaceful protest against this inhumane and absolutely ille-
gal occupation; and hold Israel, the occupying Power, fully
accountable for the grave atrocities in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, particularly the latest episode of
willful murder of at least 60 civilians, and injuring of near-
ly 2700 others on 14 May.

“We declare that these acts constitute savage crimes
committed by the Israeli forces with the backing of the US
Administration, including through shielding the Israeli
occupation in the UN Security Council from accountabili-
ty; also note that these crimes have been committed
against the backdrop of the illegal decision by the US
Administration to officially move its embassy from Israel
to the occupied City of Jerusalem, which has further
emboldened the Israeli government in its reckless behav-
ior towards civilian Palestinian population.

“We call on the international community, in particular
the UN Security Council, to uphold its legal obligations to
defend the international law and order as they relate to
Palestine; to act in line with its legal and moral obligation
to ensure accountability for these unchecked crimes that
Israel, the occupying power, is carrying out with impunity;
and to put an end to these atrocities, and to provide inter-
national protection for the Palestinian people.

International protection
“We call for the international protection of the

Palestinian population including through dispatching of
international protection force. We request the OIC
General Secretariat to act immediately to establish an
international independent Committee of Experts to inves-
tigate the crimes and massacres committed by the Israeli
forces against the peaceful and unarmed demonstrators in
the Gaza Strip, to determine the culpability of the Israeli
officials and communicate the findings to relevant interna-
tional bodies. “We call upon the UN Security Council, the
UN General Assembly, the UN Secretary General, UN
Human Rights Council, the special rapporteurs and the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to take neces-

sary actions to form an international investigation com-
mittee into the recent atrocities in the Gaza Strip, and
enable the committee to initiate field investigation, within
a precise timeframe, and ensuring enacting a clear mecha-
nism to determine the culpability of the Israeli officials
with a view to ensuring justice for the victims and put an
end to the impunity of the perpetrators.

“We call on the UN Security Council, the General
Assembly and the Human Rights Council to uphold their
responsibilities in this regard
and invite all  countries to
mobilize their efforts to bring
this issue to the agenda of the
UN General Assembly, the UN
Security Council , and the
Human Rights Council urgent-
ly. We appreciate the role of
the state of Kuwait as a non-
permanent member of the
United Nations Securi ty
Council  and its immediate
reaction to the bloody events
in Gaza and its request to the
Security Council for an emergency meeting on 15 May
2018, welcoming the Kuwaiti steps by proposing a draft
resolution on the protection of civilians regretting the
block from the United States for the press statement in
response to those unfortunate events.

“We reaffirm the need to coordinate and work
together with the international and regional organiza-
tions, including the Arab League, the European Union
and the African Union on this issue. We reaffirm the cen-
trality of the Palestinian cause and the status of Al-Quds
Al-Sharif (Jerusalem) to the Muslim Ummah; renew our
principled support for the Palestinian people in their

pursuit to attain their inalienable national rights, includ-
ing their right to self-determination and the establish-
ment of their independent and sovereign Palestinian
State on the borders of 4 June 1967, with Al-Quds Al-
Sharif as its capital; and invite all countries to officially
recognize the State of Palestine.

“We reaffirm our position that Al-Quds shall remain
the eternal capital of Palestine and that the inauguration
of the US embassy in Jerusalem neither alters the legal

status of the occupied City, nor
legitimizes its illegal annexation
by Israel, the occupying power.
“We affirm support for the his-
torical Hashemite Custodianship
assumed by His Majesty King
Abdullah II Ibn Al-Hussain on
Muslim and Christian holy sites
in Al-Quds, which was reaf-
firmed by the agreement signed
between His Majesty King
Abdullah II and His Excellency
Mahmud Abbas, President of
the State of Palestine on 31

March 2013; and for the role of the Jordanian Department
of Al-Quds and Al-Aqsa Mosque Islamic Waqf in pre-
serving and defending Al-Haram Al-Quds Al-Sharif.” 

Continuous efforts
The OIC leaders, according to the communique,

praised the continuous efforts exerted by King
Mohammad VI, of Morocco, the Chair of Al-Quds
Committee, in defending the holy city and supporting the
resilience of the Palestinian people.  They applauded the
efforts made by Bayt Mal Al-Quds Agency of Al-Quds
Committee.  They considers that any state that follows,

accepts or acquiesces in the US Administration’s move or
any similar step adopted by other countries is complicit in
undermining international law and order.

They expressed determination to respond to these
shameful actions with appropriate measures; and decided
to take all necessary steps to prevent other countries
from following the illegal US example by transferring their
embassies to Jerusalem.  In this regards, they condemned
the relocation by Guatemala of its embassy to Jerusalem,
and declared their determination to take the appropriate
political, economic and other measures against countries
which recognize the holy city as the capital of Israel or
relocate their embassies thereto. 

They mandated the OIC Secretariat to prepare recom-
mendations on appropriate measures that can be imple-
mented in this regard. They called on all OIC member
states to openly condemn such action and to pursue all
available legal and diplomatic avenues to defend
Palestinian national rights from all hostile and illegal
actions from the United States or any other party, and to
support decisions adopted recently by the Palestinian
leadership to advance the Palestinian rights.

They affirmed that countries running for international
posts seeking the OIC’s support for their candidature will
be assessed based on their positions regarding the
Palestine question, in particular on Jerusalem. They called
on the member states and the wider international commu-
nity to ban imports from the illegal Israeli settlements and
take measures against individuals and entities involved in
or beneficiaries of the perpetuation of occupation and
settlement regime. They also decided to take all possible
measures and to pursue all possible political, legal and
diplomatic avenues to defend the legitimate rights and
aspirations of the Palestinian people against Israeli
aggressions. — KUNA

Call for immediate action to investigate Israeli’s crimes

Kuwait’s 
int’l role

appreciated

ISTANBUL: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen in a group photo with the leaders participating in the extraordinary Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) Summit. — KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has submitted a draft
resolution to the United Nation Security Council Friday
calling to making arrangements to guarantee safety and
protection of the Palestinians civilians in the occupied
territories, including the Gaza Strip.

The draft resolution states that the State of Kuwait
condemns in the strongest terms the use of force by the
Israeli occupying forces against Palestinian civilians in
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and particularly in the Gaza Strip, in violation
of international humanitarian law, international human
rights law, and relevant resolutions, and expresses its sor-
row at the loss of innocent lives.

It also calls for the “full lifting of the blockade and the
restrictions imposed by Israel on the movement and
access into and out of the Gaza Strip, including through
the immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of
the crossing points of the Gaza Strip for the flow of
humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons in
accordance with international law.”

Kuwait’s draft resolution requests the intensification of
efforts by the UN Secretary-General and the United
Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process to assist, in cooperation with concerned part-
ners, in immediate efforts to de-escalate the situation and
promote respect for international humanitarian law, inter-
national human rights law and the relevant UN resolu-
tions, with a view to contributing to the deterrence of
violence and to protection of the civilian population as
well as towards an environment conducive to dialogue.

It also requests the Secretary-General to examine the
present situation and to submit a written report, no later
than 30 days from the adoption of the present resolu-
tion, containing his recommendations on ways and
means for ensuring the safety, protection and well-being
of the Palestinian civilian population under Israeli occu-
pation.  The draft resolution expressed Kuwait’s “grave
concern at the escalation of violence and tensions and
the deterioration of the situation in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in partic-
ular since 30 March 2018, and its severe impact on the
safety and well-being of the Palestinian civilian popula-
tion.” Grave concern is also voiced over “the loss of
civilian lives and the high number of casualties among
Palestinian civilians, particularly in the Gaza Strip,
including casualties among children.”

It condemns “the use of force by the Israeli occupying
forces, including the use of live ammunition against civilian
protesters, and the killing, injuring and maiming of civilians,
including children, medics and journalists, reaffirming the
right to peaceful assembly and peaceful protest.”

Existing prohibitions
The draft resolution emphasizes that there are exist-

ing prohibitions under international humanitarian law
against attacks intentionally directed against civilians,
which in situations of armed conflict constitute war
crimes, and recalling the need for States to end impunity
for such criminal acts and to pursue measures of
accountability towards this end, stressing in this regard
the importance of ensuring independent, impartial and
transparent investigations in accordance with interna-
tional standards.  It also voices alarm at the exacerbation
of the dire humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip, and
stressing the urgency of achieving a sustainable solution
to this crisis in line with international humanitarian law,
foremost with a lifting of the Israeli blockade.

It also stresses the particular impact that armed con-
flict has on women and children, including as refugees
and displaced persons, as well as on other civilians who
may have specific vulnerabilities, including persons with
disabilities and older persons, and stressing the protec-
tion and assistance needs of affected civilian popula-
tions. Recalling that a lasting solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict can only be achieved by peaceful
means in accordance with international law and the rele-
vant UN resolutions, the draft resolution stresses the
need for the Security Council and Member States to
strengthen further the protection of civilians in armed
conflict.  It stresses that the deliberate targeting of civil-
ians and other protected persons, and the commission of
systematic, flagrant and widespread violations of appli-
cable international humanitarian and human rights law in
situations of armed conflict may constitute a threat to
international peace and security.  The draft resolution
demands that Israel, the occupying Power, immediately
cease its military reprisals, collective punishment and
unlawful use of force against civilians, including in the
Gaza Strip.

Calling for exercise of maximum restraint and calm by
all parties to avert the further destabilization of the situ-
ation, the draft resolution demands that Israel, the occu-
pying Power, scrupulously abide by its legal obligations
and responsibilities under the Fourth Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War of 12 August 1949.

It also calls for full respect by all parties for interna-
tional humanitarian law, including in regards to the pro-
tection of the civilian population, and reiterates the need
to take appropriate steps to ensure the safety and well-
being of civilians and ensure their protection.

Kuwait’s draft resolution, reaffirms willingness to
respond to situations of armed conflict where civilians

are being targeted or
humanitarian assistance to
civilians is being deliber-
ately obstructed, including
through the consideration
of appropriate measures at
the Security Council’s dis-
posal in accordance with
the Charter of the United
Nations.

It demands all parties to
cooperate with humanitar-
ian personnel in order to
allow and facilitate unim-

peded access to the civilian population, and calls for the
cessation of all forms of violence and intimidation
directed against humanitarian personnel.  It also urges
the provision of immediate and unimpeded humanitarian
assistance to the Palestinian civilian population in the
Gaza Strip, bearing in mind critical medical, food, water
and fuel needs, and urges increased support to the UN
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East, recognizing the vital role of the Agency,
alongside other UN agencies and humanitarian organi-
zations, in providing humanitarian and emergency assis-
tance in the Gaza Strip.  The draft resolution under-
scores the need for immediate and significant steps to
stabilize the situation and to reverse negative trends on
the ground, calling for efforts to ensure accountability
for all violations of international humanitarian law and
international human rights law towards ending impunity,
ensuring justice for all victims, deterring violations, pro-
tecting civilians and promoting peace.

It calls for renewed and urgent efforts to create the
conditions necessary to launch credible negotiations to
achieve, without delay, an end to the Israeli occupation
that began in 1967 and a comprehensive, just and lasting
comprehensive peace based on the vision of a region
where two democratic States, Israel and Palestine, live
side by side in peace with secure and recognized bor-
ders, on the basis of the relevant United Nations resolu-
tions, the Madrid terms of reference, including the prin-
ciple of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative and the
Quartet Roadmap, as called for in resolution 2334 (2016)
and its other relevant resolutions. 

Constructive dialogue
The tabling of the draft resolution is part of Kuwait’s

efforts to push for constructive dialogue over this vital
humanitarian issue, a senior Kuwaiti diplomat said late
Friday. Kuwait’s permanent representative at the UN

headquarters in New York, Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi said that negotiations on the draft resolution
would be scheduled on the level of experts tomorrow,
affirming that his country will seek to constructively
negotiate with the Council’s 15 members to come out
with a fruitful result. He affirmed that Kuwait, since join-
ing the UNSC as a non-permanent member, had been
actively involved in issues connected with the Middle
East region, adding that the GCC state had mostly
pushed for highlighting Arab matters, namely the
Palestinian cause.

The draft resolution, submitted to the Council mem-
bers, called for providing international protection to
occupied Palestinian territories in addition to the lifting
of the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip by Israel.

The document also encouraged intensifying UN
efforts to de-escalate the situation in the region and
reinforcing the respect of international and humanitari-
an laws.  The draft resolutions also called on the UN
Secretariat to provide a written report in no more than
30 days regarding the situation in the occupied
Palestinian territories and asked for recommendations
that would ensure the safety of Palestinians under
Israeli occupation.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti senior diplomat touched on
his country’s efforts within the mainframe of the
UNSC, saying that Kuwait was part of a historic dele-
gation, which vis i ted parts of  Myanmar and
Bangladesh to check on the oppressed Rohingya
Muslim minority escaping from Myanmar’s Buddhist
extremists. Ambassador Otaibi also touched on the
UNSC resolution 2401 concerning the ceasefire in
Syria, saying that he was disappointed that the resolu-
tion-tabled by Kuwait and Sweden last February-was
not allowed to be fully implemented, which might have
saved many lives in Syria.

The resolution called for a 30-day ceasefire to allow
medical and humanitarian teams to offer help to those
caught in the chaotic situation in Syria.  The Kuwaiti
diplomat called for resolving the Syrian crisis through
UNSC resolution 2254, which endorses a roadmap for
peace in Syria and the Geneva Communique of 2012.  On
the situation in Yemen, Otaibi said that Kuwait called for
referring to the GCC initiative, UNSC resolution 2216
concerning Yemen, and the outcome of the national
Yemeni dialogue as the bases for talks for peace in the
fellow Arab country. He affirmed that Kuwait will contin-
ue its policies of promoting preventative diplomacy,
mediation and reconciliation as it did 40 years ago dur-
ing its first tenure as non-permanent UNSC member in
1978-1979. — KUNA
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