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Whenever the all-female Nigerian biker
group D’Angels hit the streets, people
would stare in amazement at the sight

of women on motorbikes. So they made up their
minds to use the attention for a good cause.
Enter the Female Bikers Initiative (FBI), which
has already provided free breast and cervical
cancer screening to 500 women in Nigeria’s
commercial capital Lagos. This August, D’Angels
and another female biker group in Lagos, Ama-
zon Motorcycle Club, plan to provide free
screening to 5,000 women - a significant under-
taking in a country where many lack access to
proper healthcare.

“What touched us most was the women,”
D’Angels co-founder Nnenna Samuila, 39, told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation by phone from
Lagos. “Some asked if the bikes really belonged
to us. Some asked if they could sit on our bikes.
We decided to use the opportunity to do some-
thing to touch women’s lives.” Breast and cervi-
cal cancer are huge killers in Nigeria,
accounting for half the 100,000 cancer deaths
each year, according to the World Health Or-
ganization. Screening and early detection can
dramatically reduce the mortality rate for cer-
vical cancer in particular.

But oncologist Omolola Salako, whose Lagos
charity partnered with the FBI last year, says

there is not enough awareness of the need for
screening. “Among the 600-plus women we have
screened since October, about 60 percent were
being screened for the first time,” said Dr Salako,
executive director of Sebeccly Cancer Care. “It
was the first time they were hearing about it.”
Even if women do know they should be screened,
affordability is a barrier, said Salako, whose char-
ity provides the service for free and also raises
funds to treat cancer patients.

Raising awareness
This year the bikers will put on a week of

awareness-raising and mobile screening, after
which free screenings will be available at Sebec-
cly every Thursday for the rest of the year.Mem-
bers of the two clubs and any other female bikers
who want to join in will ride through the streets,
to schools, malls and other public places, distrib-
uting fliers and talking to women about the im-
portance of screening. “All the bikers turn up,”
said Samuila, one of five women on the FBI’s
board of trustees. “We just need to tell them, this
is the location for the activity, and this is what
we need you to do.” Last year their funds, from
private and corporate donors, could only stretch
to two mastectomies, and they hope they will be
able to sponsor more treatments this year.  

“We encourage this person to come, and then

she finds out that something is wrong and you
abandon her,” said Samuila, a former telecoms
executive who now runs her own confectionery
and coffee company. “We would love to be able
to follow up with whatever comes out of the
testing.” This is just the latest in a number of
projects the bikers have organized. In 2016 they

launched Beyond Limits, a scheme to encourage
young girls to fulfil their potential beyond soci-
etal expectations of marriage and babies.  They
travel to schools to give talks and invite senior
women working in science, technology and in-
novation to take part. — Reuters
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Kelly Jumbo, Jeminat Olumegbon, Kene Okafor, Jo Isiorho; members of the Female Bikers Initiative (FBI),
during an awareness ride in Lagos, Nigeria in 2017. — Reuters

ADutch art expert revealed Tuesday
that he has discovered a previously
unknown portrait by Rembrandt,

which he bought 18 months ago at a Lon-
don auction for around £130,000 (148,00
euros). Dating from about 1634, “Portrait
of a Young Gentlemen” is the first un-
known painting by the Dutch master to
turn up in more than four decades and is
likely worth millions. It was bought in late
2016 by Dutch art dealer and expert Jan
Six at a Christie’s auction in London. “He
knew instantly when he looked at it that it
was a Rembrandt,” his spokeswoman
Ronit Palache told AFP. “He has a huge
knowledge about Rembrandt, and has
spent years and years researching him. So
he was unbelievably excited and also
afraid that everyone would see how ex-
cited he was.”

The painting has now been authenti-
cated by other art historians, including an-
other leading Dutch expert on Rembrandt,
Ernst van der Wetering, she added. It is
undated and unsigned. And nothing is
known about the painting’s history and
provenance other than that before being
auctioned it had belonged to a British
noble family for about six generations. The
compelling portrait, which shows a young
man dressed in a black cloak with a dis-
tinctive white lace ruffle staring out of the
painting, will go on display for a month at
the Hermitage Museum in Amsterdam
from Wednesday. 

The lace collar closely resembles oth-
ers by Rembrandt, such as in the portraits

of newly married couple Marten Sool-
mans, and Oopjen Coppit bought in 2015
for 160 million euros by France and the
Netherlands in a joint purchase from the
wealthy Rothschild family. Art dealer Six,
who has also written a book about his dis-
covery, intends to sell the newly-found
painting after it has been on display in Am-
sterdam. But his spokeswoman refused to
be drawn on how much it could fetch at
auction, merely saying: “It will be more
than £130,000.” It is believed the painting
is also part of a double portrait, but further
investigation about the canvas’s history
will be needed to solve the mystery, said
Palache. — AFP

New Rembrandt found after 
being bought at London auction

Art dealer Jan Six reacts as a painting at-
tributed to famous Dutch Master Rembrandt
is put on display at the Hermitage museum
in Amsterdam, Netherlands. —AP

The Miss America Organi-
zation is putting women in
its three top leadership

positions following an email scan-
dal involving former male leaders
of the scholarship group. The or-
ganization tells The Associated
Press it is appointing Regina
Hopper as president and CEO of
the Miss America Organization,
and Marjorie Vincent-Tripp as
chairwoman of the board of the
Miss America Foundation.

Coupled with Gretchen Carl-
son leading the Miss America Or-
ganization’s board of trustees, the
group is moving on from the
email scandal with women firmly
in charge. “By putting female
leadership in place, we hope to
send a strong signal.” Hopper told
the AP. “We want young women
to see Miss America as a place
where they can come and benefit
and be empowered.” Hopper, a
former Miss Arkansas, attorney
and TV journalist, replaces Sam
Haskell, whose emails about the
intellect, appearance and sex lives
of former Miss Americas led to
his departure and a revamping of
the group’s top leadership in De-
cember. She is a former corre-
spondent for CBS News, where
she won an Emmy for her work on
the show “48 Hours.”

The scandal began when the
Huffington Post published leaked

emails showing pageant officials
ridiculing past Miss Americas, in-
cluding crass and sometimes vul-
gar comments about them. The
emails included one that used a
vulgar term for female genitalia to
refer to past Miss America win-
ners, one that wished that a par-
ticular former Miss America had
died and others that speculated
about how many sex partners one
former Miss America has had.
Haskell declined to comment on
the new leadership. Vincent-
Tripp, who was Miss America
1991, formerly served on the Miss
America Board of Trustees. She is
an assistant attorney general in
Florida, and formerly worked as a
TV journalist. 

As chair of the Miss America
Foundation, she is responsible for
educating the public about the
foundation’s values and building
public support. Carlson, Miss
America 1989, was named chair-
woman of the Miss America board
in January after the email scandal
rocked the organization. Her sex-
ual harassment lawsuit against
Fox News Chairman Roger Ailes
led to his departure. Hopper said
she hopes young women will re-
alize that Miss America is now
being led by women who have
been through the program and
have been helped by it, and that
they will seek the same benefits
from it. — AP
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Photo contestants attend a welcoming ceremony for the Miss America
competition on the Atlantic City, NJ, Boardwalk. — AP 


