
Aboy who takes his parents to court for hav-
ing him is one of a wave of Arab films making
people sit up and take notice at the Cannes

film festival. Not since 1970 have two Arab films
been in the running for the Palme d’Or top prize and
female Arab directors are particularly making a
splash this year. Lebanese film-maker Nadine
Labaki’s highly-anticipated third film “Capernaum”-
about a 12-year-old boy with an axe to grind about
being born into a miserable, loveless existence-has
racked up a string of distribution deals ahead of its
premiere last night.

And two first-time female directors made im-
pressive debuts with films about suffocating social
conventions in Syria and Morocco. But while the
#MeToo movement continued to make waves, with
several Hollywood actresses ditching frilly frocks for
pants for their photo shoots, Arab film-makers ap-
peared more concerned with social alienation.
Labaki, who set her first film “Caramel” in a Beirut
beauty parlor, zooms in on neglected children and

migrants in “Capernaum”, which has drawn compar-
isons with Charlie Chaplin’s story of a street boy,
“The Kid”. Labaki said she found the idea staring
her in the face one night when she was driving home
from a party.

Stars born in the gutter.
“I stopped at a traffic light and saw a child half-

asleep in the arms of his mother, who was sitting on
the tarmac begging.” The encounter spurred her to
use a mostly hard-up, amateur cast including a Syr-
ian refugee child for the lead role. Going toe-to-toe
with her and the likes of Spike Lee for the Palme
d’Or-won only twice in 70 years by Arab directors-
is A.B. Shawky, with his feel-good first feature about
an Egyptian leper and his orphan friend, also played
by amateurs. A year after the award-winning “The
Nile Hilton Incident”, a noirish tale of murder and
corruption set during the 2011 revolution in Cairo,
“Yomeddine” serves up less political fare. “What I
really want to do is highlight marginalized groups. I
wanted to give a voice to people who don’t neces-

sarily have anybody to speak for them,” said Aus-
trian-Egyptian writer-director Shakwy.

Similarly, the Moroccan entry about an unmar-

ried woman threatened with jail for falling pregnant
is actually more preoccupied with class divisions.
The film shows a middle-class, 20-year-old from a
Casablanca family scrambling to avoid bringing
shame on her family after an unwanted pregnancy.
The real victim in the affair, however, is not the one
left holding the baby. “I found that the debate about
the condition of women in the Arab world was being
reduced to the issue of patriarchy and chauvinism,
which to me falls short of the mark,” director
Meryem Benm’Barek told AFP. “Whether you are a
man or a woman, what determines whether or not
you are a victim is your social status,” she said.

Tunisia director Mohamed Ben Attia’s “Dear
Son”, about a father trying to trace his son who
has run away to join the Islamic State group, is also
more family drama than a political broadside. The
birthplace of the Arab Spring, which has been
mired in economic crisis ever since, is estimated to
have supplied more jihadists in Syria than any
other country. — AFP
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Owner Edmund Fry ( left) attends to guests seated for traditional English afternoon tea at the Rose Tree
Cottage in Pasadena, north of Los Angeles, California, where Meghan Markle has been a guest and owner
Edumund Fry has offered her tips on how to correctly partake in afternoon tea. — AFP photos

Edmund Fry (right) leads guests past a cardboard cutout of Meghan Markle to their table 
for traditional English afternoon tea at The Rose Tree Cottage.

Months before meeting the
Queen for the first time and
having a “cuppa” with her

Majesty, Meghan Markle brushed up on
tea drinking etiquette at a cottage near
Los Angeles-where she was apparently
a natural. “Well, she learned it all here,”
Edmund Fry, the British-born owner of
Rose Tree Cottage in Pasadena, told
AFP in an interview this week. “On a
scale of one to 10, by the time she fin-
ished coming to us, I would say she
would probably be a 9.5. “But I have to
say that because I want her to come
back for the other half point.” 

Fry said the California-born actress,
who will marry Prince Harry this week-
end, on several occasions visited the
picturesque tea room-decked out with
all things British-where she was given
the inside track on tea drinking. “She

came with friends and was very relaxed
and very much in control,” he recalled.
He said he shared some tips on the
quintessential tea experience with the
soon-to-be new member of the royal
family, as she munched on traditional
finger sandwiches and scones.

No slurping or dribbling 
“I do believe that I mentioned, as I

always do, that the handle of the cup is
always left at three o’clock of course ...
and the spoon always needs to be left at
six o’clock and 12 o’clock,” said the 77-
year-old, who dresses in tails and white
gloves while serving and educating his
customers. He added that Markle
seemed like a natural on her repeated
visits and was unlikely to make any faux
pas-like slurping or using her napkin to
blow her nose or wipe her glasses  —

while sipping tea with the Queen. “I re-
member telling her one of the habits in
this country is people tend to get much
more palsy walsy with their cup ... and
they move it in front of them,” Fry said,
raising his eyebrows in despair. 

“Maybe it’s because they have a ten-
dency to dribble, I’m not sure,” he added.
“But this is not a good thing to do.” An-
other no-no he shared with Markle, he
said, was changing the table setting. “If
you were at the palace, you wouldn’t
dream of moving the cutlery and the sil-
ver or the china away from the place
where it should be,” he said. Traditional
English scones served with tea should
also be sliced sideways and topped with
jam and clotted cream before each half is
eaten separately, pleaded Fry, who looks
like a character straight out of “Downton
Abbey.” “You don’t want to put the two

halves together because it ends up look-
ing like a quarter pound hamburger, and
the last thing you want is people having
cream come down their jowls,” he said in
his cut-glass British accent. 

And please, when drinking tea, re-
frain from slurping or clinking the cup
with the spoon when stirring, he added.
As for crooking the little finger while
holding the cup and saucer, Fry said that
was optional. “It’s not wrong to have
your finger in, but ladies tend to leave
the pinky slightly crooked,” he said. Fry
said he will be celebrating Harry and
Meghan’s nuptials on Saturday with a
wedding party, and will always keep a
table open for the newlyweds. “She will
always have a table here, and Harry of
course,” he said. “There will be the time
when he wants real bacon and he’ll come
here for it.” — AFP

Egyptian director AB Shawky (left) and producer Dina
Emam pose as they arrive for the screening of the
film “Yomeddine” at the 71st edition of the Cannes
Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

Tea is served at 
The Rose Tree Cottage.


