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(From left) French-Portuguese actress Sara Martins, French actress Firmine Richard, French-Cameroonian Marie-Philomene Nga, French
actress Sabine Pakora, French actress and producer France Zobda, French director Magaajyia Silberfeld, French actress Aissa Maiga, French
actress Nadege Beausson-Diagne, French writer Rachel Khan, French actress Karidja Toure, French actress Assa Sylla, French actress
Maimouna Gueye and French actress and writer Mata Gabin, (front) French comedian and humorist Shirley Souagnon, French actress and
Miss France 2000 Sonia Rolland and French actress Eye Haidara, a group of 16 black women who fight for equality and inclusion of black
women in the French film industry pose on May 16, 2018 as they arrive for the screening of the film ‘Burning’ at the 71st edition of the
Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

Anew documentary about the life of
Whitney Houston claims that the
tragic singer was sexually abused

as a child by her cousin, soul musician Dee
Dee Warwick. The revelation in “Whitney”,
which was made with the co-operation of
the singer’s family, comes late in the film by
Oscar-winning Scottish director Kevin
Macdonald, which was premiered Thurs-
day at the Cannes film festival. Houston’s
assistant, Mary Jones, who Whitney called
“Aunt Mary”, discovered her face down in
a Beverly Hills bath the night she died, told
the filmmakers that she was abused as a
child and was later unable to come to
terms with her sexuality.

It may help to shine a new light on the
singer’s descent into drug addiction and

early death at 48 in 2012. Houston’s de-
structive relationship with the rapper
Bobby Brown is also tackled in the docu-
mentary, by the maker of “One Day in Sep-
tember” about Black September hostage
taking at the 1972 Munich Olympics.
Brown tells the film that drugs had nothing
to do with Houston’s death, although the
coroner said it was a contributing factor.

Dee Dee Warwick was the younger sis-
ter of the soul legend Dionne Warwick. She
also struggled with drug addiction and
died aged 63 in 2008. Macdonald told AFP
that he always wondered what was at the
root of Houston’s unhappiness. “For a long
time I had looked at her on screen and
thought there’s something about this
woman that feels so uncomfortable.  “She

doesn’t enjoy her own body in some way.
She’s very beautiful but not sexual, she
feels uncomfortable in her skin. I began to
wonder whether it was abuse. 

“Then somebody told me that they had
spoken to Whitney about it and that’s what
she had said had happened to her, and she
felt that that was the origins of her unhap-
piness.” Whitney Houston’s soaring gospel
voice made her one of the biggest pop
stars of the 1990s, selling 170 million al-
bums and starring in the smash hit Holly-
wood love story, “The Bodyguard”.
“Whitney” is the second film about the
tragic singer in less than a year. Another
British documentary maker, Nick Broom-
field, released his “Whitney: Can I Be Me”
late last year. — AFP

Tragic star Whitney Houston 
abused as child - documentary

(From Left) US actress
Rayah Houston, British
producer Vanessa Tovell,
US executive producer
Pat Houston, US producer
Lisa Erspamer, British
producer Jonathan
Chinn, British producer
Simon Chinn, British di-
rector Kevin MacDonald,
US producer Nicole David
and British editor Sam
Rice-Edwards pose dur-
ing a photocall for the
film “Whitney” at the
71st edition of the
Cannes Film Festival 
in Cannes, southern
France. — AFP 

Surreal footballer
comedy wins prize at
Cannes film festival

Awacky comedy that features a superstar footballer
bearing a striking resemblance to Cristiano
Ronaldo has won the best film prize in the Critics’

Week section at Cannes. “Diamantino” follows a preening
Portuguese hero whose life falls apart when he misses a
penalty in a World Cup final. Critics at the world’s top film
festival had cheered the debut feature by Portuguese-
American duo Gabriel Abrantes and Daniel Schmidt,
which has subplots about the Panama Papers and gay
adoption.   A hilarious cross between John Waters, Pedro
Almodovar and Monty Python films, the Ronaldo charac-
ter is tormented by images of gigantic pink Pekingese lap-
dogs as he bears down on goal.

Critics’ Week, where directors’ first and second film
are screened, is one of the three main selections at
Cannes. The movies chosen this year were seen as par-
ticularly strong.  A frank yet haunting portrait of a French
male prostitute, “Sauvage”, won its director Camille
Vidal-Naquet the section’s rising star award. “Woman at
War”, a crowd-pleasing Icelandic tale of a female eco ac-
tion hero, won Benedikt Erlingsson and Olafur Egill Egils-
son the best script prize.  The movie, about an
middle-aged choir director who sabotages the island’s
electricity network to save its pristine highlands, has been
called the most feminist film at the festival even though it
was written by men. Cannes’ top prize, the Palme d’Or,
will be announced on Saturday. — AFP

Cumberbatch Cold
War thriller is

snapped up at Cannes

ACold War spy thriller starring “Sherlock” star Benedict
Cumberbatch has been one of the big sellers at the Cannes
film festival, reports said yesterday. “Ironbark” is based on

the story of British spy and businessman Greville Wynne, who
handled the double agent Oleg Penkovsky, a Russian military in-
telligence officer who tipped off Britain and the US about Soviet
missiles in Cuba. The in-
formation he fed through
Wynne-who was arrested
in Budapest and sen-
tenced to eight years in
prison in 1963 — was
among the most important
of the Cold War.

Rights to the film were
sold out across the world,
according to Variety, with
distributors FilmNation
later posting on Facebook
that it “has been a pretty
good Cannes”. The US
company has also sold out
the rights to the starry all-
female big-budget spy
caper “355” starring Jes-
sica Chastain, Penelope
Cruz, Marion Cotillard
and Fan Bingbing, which
was unveiled at Cannes.
Another Soviet era movie,
“Gareth Jones”, about the
Welsh writer of the same name, has also sparked a lot of interest
at the festival. The journalist, played by James Norton of “Mc-
Mafia” fame, helped expose the Holodomor, the man-made famine
that many blame on Stalin in early 1930s Ukraine in which millions
died. Polish director Agnieszka Holland has wrapped shooting in
Poland and Ukraine, with finals scenes due to be filmed in Scotland
later this month. — AFP

In this file photo British actor and cer-
emony host Benedict Cumberbatch
poses on the red carpet before the
2018 Laureus World Sports Awards
ceremony at the Sporting Monte-Carlo
complex in Monaco. — AFP


