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SURABAYA: The mother of an Indonesian family
of six who launched suicide bomb attacks on
three churches chatted to neighbors about
schooling and swapped recipes, leading what
appeared to be a regular middle-class life and
eluding counter-terrorism forces.   

The family killed at least 18 people, including
themselves, by bombing the churches in Indone-
sia’s second-biggest city of Surabaya on Sunday
in the worst militant attacks in the world’s biggest
Muslim-majority country in more than a decade.
Home was a quiet, relatively affluent neighbor-
hood of Surabaya. Most houses in the area have
hatchbacks and family
cars parked outside and
in front a small yard
more often than not
strewn with toys and
children’s bicycles.

“My wife talked to
the mother all the time
about the children’s ed-
ucation, about recipes.
They often met at the
local market,” said Wery
Trikusuma, who lives next door. “They were
quite open and interactive. They contributed
money to neighborhood repairs for example for
roads. They often left their front gates open to
receive guests, he said, adding it “seemed im-
possible that they could do this”. 

The day after the church bombings, six died,
including four bombers, in another suicide at-
tack. Another family of five blew themselves up,

but the eight-year-old daughter survived. In an-
other blast in an apartment near Surabaya on
Sunday night, three members of a family be-
lieved to have been making bombs were killed
when one device went off by accident. Three
children survived. 

Police also later shot dead four people with
suspected links to the attacks. Police suspect the
attacks were carried out by a cell of the Islamic
State-inspired Jemaah Ansharut Daulah (JAD),
an umbrella organization on a US State Depart-
ment terrorist list that is reckoned to have drawn
hundreds of Indonesian sympathizers of the ex-

tremist group.

Raw intelligence
The families all lived in

ordinary middle-class
districts where neighbors
say they saw few things
to mark them out. “We
had received very raw in-
telligence that there may
be an attack in the week
before Ramadan but not

about when exactly or where,” said a senior gov-
ernment official, referring to the Muslim fasting
month that started on Thursday in Indonesia. “But
there was never any report about an entire family
being used, or that that was even possible.”

Police say the father in the family that at-
tacked the churches, Dita Oepriarto, was head
of the local JAD cell and likely radicalized
decades earlier.  Indonesia set up a counter-ter-

rorism unit, Detachment, or “Densus”, 88, in
2003 which is credited with thwarting hundreds
of plots, but the Surabaya attacks mark the
squad’s biggest challenge in decades. In all,
around 30 people have been killed since Sunday
in the attacks, including 13 of the suspected sui-
cide bombers.

According to the senior government official,
President Joko Widodo decided not to fire top
security personnel when he learnt of the shock-
ing nature of the attacks and instead called for
action to dismantle the networks and said he

would use executive powers to force through a
strengthened anti-terrorism law if parliament
did not act. The presidential palace did not re-
spond to requests for comment. “This attack
demonstrates that entire communities and fam-
ilies can be radicalised,” Rohan Gunaratna, a
Singapore based terrorism expert, said. “This
means that a catch and kill response alone will
not work. The government must engage more
with community leaders, schools, religious lead-
ers in addition to expanding counter-terrorism
capabilities,” he said. —Reuters
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BANDUNG: Police stand guard as Christian devotees attend a Sunday mass at the Saint Petrus church. —AFP

Japanese monk sues 
temple for overwork
TOKYO: A Japanese monk is suing his tem-
ple, claiming he was forced to work non-stop
catering to visiting tourists and that the heavy
workload gave him depression, his lawyer
said yesterday. The monk in his forties is
seeking 8.6 million yen ($78,000) from his
temple on Mount Koya, a World Heritage Site
also known as Koyasan that regarded as one
of the most sacred Buddhist sites in Japan.

The plaintiff began working at a temple
there in 2008 and became depressed around
December 2015, according to his lawyer
Noritake Shirakura. “If you work as a monk,
too often you work without work-hour man-
agement,” Shirakura told AFP. “You provide
labor, but you are told it’s part of religious
training. And if it’s training, you must endure
even it causes you significant hardship.”

“Through this case, we will argue that
such a notion is outdated,” he said. Shirakura
declined to name his client or the temple
being sued, saying the man wanted to pre-
serve his anonymity so he could eventually
return to his job or find a position elsewhere

in the small community of Buddhist monks.
The case argues that the monk was forced to
perform paid labour far beyond his spiritual
duties, and at times worked for more than two
months straight.

In 2015, when the Koyasan area cele-
brated its 1,200th anniversary, he was forced
to work for up to 64 days in a row to handle
a surge of tourists to the site, Shirakura said.
Some days, he worked 17 hours straight, per-
forming various temple functions including
attending to visitors, the lawyer said. The
monk has already won the backing of a local
labor bureau, which acknowledged that the
long stretch of work days without holiday
met the definition of overwork.

In 2017, Kyoto’s renowned Higashi Hon-
ganji temple was forced to publicly apologize
for failing to pay overtime compensation and
engaging in work-place harassment. Over-
work is a major problem in Japan, and death
by overwork is a recognized phenomenon
that even has its own word in Japanese-
”karoshi.” A government report released last
year found there had been 191 cases of
“karoshi” in the 12 months to March 2017,
and that more than seven percent of Japanese
employees logged over 20 hours of overtime
a week. —AFP

China’s LGBTs 
treads cautiously 
BEIJING: China’s LGBT advocates cautiously
organized awareness-raising events across the
country to celebrate International Anti-Homo-
phobia Day yesterday amid concern of growing
intolerance towards LGBT causes.  One of the
events was a 5.17 km run to raise awareness and
celebrate the May 17 anniversary of the day in
1990 when the World Health Organization re-
moved homosexuality from a list of diseases. But
organizers told participants to run on their own
and not en masse. 

An organizer of the runs held in Beijing, Liu Yifu,
told Reuters that they did not dare to stage any
mass events in the capital this year for fear that
proceedings might be interrupted by the authori-
ties. Many event organizers and volunteers spoken
to by Reuters said they had to be wary. Large
gatherings and protests without approval are tech-
nically illegal in China.

On Sunday, two women handing out rainbow
flag stickers during an event in Beijing’s famous 798
art district were hit by security guards, with one
woman falling to the floor during the scuffle, ac-
cording to videos that circulated online. The inci-
dent sparked widespread outrage amongst China’s
LGBT community, with many casting it as just the
latest in a series of measures tightening the space
for LGBT content to be aired on television and dis-
cussed online. 

Liu said content on his run posted on Weibo,
China’s version of Twitter, had disappeared. “Yes-
terday, our event already was forwarded and read
lots of times, then suddenly lots of Weibo posts dis-
appeared, lots of content was deleted. We were
very disappointed.” Beijing LGBT Center, an ad-
vocacy group, organised an event in the capital’s
high-tech district of Zhongguancun, where blind-
folded volunteers wearing handpainted t-shirts
saying “I am gay” stood with arms wide, hoping for
hugs from passersby.

Hu Mianlin, a Beijing university student, told
Reuters she took part because she thought it
would be a more effective way to raise awareness
than just writing articles online. “Even though there
are a lot of LGBT people in China, we still don’t
have rights to get married and don’t have official
approval,” she said. “Official newspapers won’t do
reports on LGBT issues.”

Last week, popular state-backed broadcaster
Mango TV was stripped of its licence to air the
Eurovision Song Contest by the event’s organiz-
ers after censoring a semi-final performance that
had what Chinese state media described as
“LGBT elements”. The channel’s decision to cut
the song, as well as to pixelate rainbow flags in
the audience, was considered particularly shock-
ing to LGBT advocates, as it had previously aired
shows touching on LGBT issues. Award-winning
gay romance “Call Me By Your Name” was
pulled from the Beijing film festival in March,
while a blacklist of banned audiovisual online
content last year also controversially included
homosexuality. —Reuters
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