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LONDON: England manager Gareth Southgate will name
his 23-man World Cup squad with some experienced fig-
ures such as goalkeeper Joe Hart expected to miss out.
The BBC and Sky Sports reported on Tuesday that 75-
times capped Hart won’t be included among Southgate’s
three goalkeepers after a poor season on loan at West
Ham from Manchester City.
Hart, who has been England’s
first choice goalkeeper for the
last three major tournaments,
was backed by Southgate after
being deemed surplus to
requirements by Pep Guardiola
at City as the 31-year-old
remained first choice during
England’s unbeaten qualifying
campaign. However, Hart start-
ed only half of West Ham’s
Premier League games this
season and conceded 39 goals in his 19 league appear-
ances. Hart’s omission means the experienced trio of
Jordan Pickford, Jack Butland and the uncapped Nick
Pope will be Southgate’s options between the sticks.

Pickford has also yet to feature in a competitive inter-
national, whilst Butland’s only two competitive starts came
in qualifying dead rubbers against Lithuania in 2015 and
2017. Jack Wilshere is also set to miss out despite an
impressive end to the season with Arsenal.

Wilshere was initially included in Southgate’s squad for
March’s friendlies against the Netherlands and Italy, but
was forced to pull out with a knee injury that cost him the
opportunity to make his case. Liverpool’s Adam Lallana is
in contention despite an injury-ravaged season.  Lallana

made his latest comeback in Sunday’s 4-0 win over
Brighton, but made just one Premier League start all sea-
son. In defence, Phil Jones’s return to form and fitness for
Manchester United could see him see off club team-mate
Chris Smalling and Chelsea captain Gary Cahill for a place
alongside Southgate’s preferred centre-back duo of John

Stone and Harry Maguire.
However, at the other end

of the field, Southgate is more
spoiled for options with Harry
Kane and Jamie Vardy both in
fine form. Kane and Vardy
both scored twice as
Tottenham edged out
Leicester 5-4 in a final day
thriller at Wembley to take
their tallies for the season to
41 and 23 respectively.

Both failed to carry their
club form onto the international stage at Euro 2016, and
former England captain Alan Shearer has encouraged
Kane to bolster his reputation around the globe by per-
forming on the biggest stage. “It’s a huge tournament for
Harry because of what happened two years ago,” said
Shearer on Tuesday. “To put himself on the global stage,
he is known all around Europe obviously, but to put him-
self on a world stage he has to go out and perform and
score goals in this tournament.”

Another former England great Gary Lineker, who won
the World Cup Golden Boot in 1986, believes Kane will
relish the responsibility of spearheading England’s cam-
paign in Russia.

“There are certain individuals that embrace that pressure

and embrace that opportunity to show you can do it on the
biggest stage and Harry is that sort of guy,” said Lineker.
Southgate has two more warm-up friendlies, against

Nigeria on June 2 at Wembley and Costa Rica in Leeds five
days later, to fine tune his preparations before England’s
World Cup begins against Tunisia on June 18. —AFP
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LONDON: Ray Wilson, a member of the England
team that beat West Germany in the 1966 World Cup
final, has died aged 83, former club Everton
announced. An outstanding left-back, Wilson won 63
caps with 1966 a memorable year for him as he won
the FA Cup with Everton at Wembley and a few
weeks later the World Cup as hosts England beat
West Germany 4-2 at the same stadium.

Wilson had bene diagnosed with Alzheimers in
2004. “Everton Football Club is deeply saddened to
learn of the passing of Ray Wilson,” read a statement
on the club website. “Unquestionably one of the finest
footballers to wear the royal blue jersey, Ray passed
away on Tuesday evening, aged 83.”

Wilson, named Ramon after pre-World War II film
star Ramon Navarro and married for 61 years to Pat,
who survives him, and the father of two boys, Russell
and Neil, never lost his love for Everton whom he
joined in 1964.  “He loved it at Goodison, absolutely
loved it,” Pat said last year. “He still does. If they are
on television, that is it. He sits there and watches it,
transfixed.” Wilson was revered by both Everton and
his first club Huddersfield and he was honoured in
April this year when their Premier League clash was
officially designated Ray Wilson Day.

Wilson played almost 300 matches for
Huddersfield having been signed aged 17-year-old
when he was working on the railways-it was thanks to
Bill Shankly that he made the move to left-back from
left-half in the 1956/57 campaign. He moved to
Merseyside in 1964.

Huddersfield paid a fulsome tribute to him on their
website. “Huddersfield Town is devastated to learn of
the passing of World Cup winner Ramon ‘Ray’ Wilson.
“Ray is arguably the most successful and best-known
player ever to pull on a Huddersfield Town shirt, hav-
ing been a key member of England’s World Cup-win-
ning team in 1966. — AFP
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LONDON: Sam Allardyce was sacked as manager of
Everton yesterday after just six months in charge
despite guiding the Premier League club away from
relegation danger to a mid-table finish. The former
England manager, 63, was brought in as Ronald
Koeman’s replacement in November, but his rudimenta-
ry style of play has proved deeply unpopular with fans
of the Merseyside club.

“We have made the decision that, as part of our
longer-term plan, we will be appointing a new manager
this summer,” said new chief executive Denise Barrett-
Baxendale. “On behalf of the chairman, board of direc-
tors and Mr Moshiri, I’d like to thank Sam for the job he
has done at Everton.”

“Sam was brought in at a challenging time last sea-
son to provide us with some stability and we are grate-
ful to him for doing that,” she added. Former Watford
and Hull City manager Marco Silva is the favourite to
take over and could complete the move to Goodison
Park six months after the club failed to prise him away
from Vicarage Road.

Despite signing an 18-month deal, Allardyce
appeared resigned to his fate after Sunday’s 3-1 defeat
at former club West Ham, during which Everton sup-
porters called for his sacking. “I can’t quite say confi-
dent after all the rumours I’m reading in the paper,”
said Allardyce, when questioned about his future.
“Generally there’s no smoke without fire. We’ll wait and
see when we meet up.”

Allardyce last month dismissed a survey sent to
supporters asking them to grade his performance out
of 10 as a mistake on the part of the club’s marketing
director, who he said does not “understand” how foot-
ball works.

As part of the questionnaire, supporters were asked

whether they agree with the statement: “I have a high
level of trust in the current manager and coaching staff
at Everton e.g. in making the right decisions to get the
best out of the team.”

Allardyce, whose previous clubs include Bolton,
Newcastle, Sunderland and Crystal Palace, landed his
dream job with England in 2016 but that turned sour
after only one match, with Allardyce stepping down fol-
lowing a newspaper sting.

Everton were unwilling to pay a reported compen-
sation fee of £15 million ($20 million) wanted by

Watford for Silva when Koeman was sacked. However,
Silva himself was then dismissed by Watford in January
with the Hornets citing disruption caused by Everton’s
“unwarranted approach” for a major dip in form. A
change in manager could also affect Wayne Rooney’s
future at the club.

England’s all-time top scorer had reportedly agreed
terms on a £12.5 million move to DC United in Major
League Soccer last week. Rooney had seen his involve-
ment limited under Allardyce, but could be convinced
to stay at his boyhood club by a new regime. —AFP
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LONDON: Jose Mourinho and Antonio Conte renew hos-
tilities with the stakes heightened when Manchester
United and Chelsea face off in Saturday’s FA Cup final
needing silverware to mask this season’s flaws.

Conte’s need is the greater. Having missed out on
Champions League football for next season, many expect
the Wembley showpiece to be the Italian’s final match in
charge at Stamford Bridge, regardless of the outcome.

If it is, nothing will give Conte more joy than bowing
out by winning a cup competition for the first time as a
coach by beating the man with whom he has clashed most
regularly and bitterly since arriving in England. Conte
labelled Mourinho a “little man” and “fake” at the peak of
their spat in December.

Days earlier, Mourinho had appeared to allude to a
suspension given to Conte for allegedly failing to report
match-fixing when coaching at Siena.  Conte later won an
appeal, clearing him of any wrongdoing in the case.

The root of their feud comes from Conte’s success in
his first campaign at Chelsea, just a season after
Mourinho’s second spell at Stamford Bridge ended in the
Portuguese being sacked having won just four of Chelsea’s
first 16 league games, in December 2015.

On his first return as a visiting manager, Mourinho
protested at what he perceived as Conte’s “humiliating”
celebrations in a 4-0 victory for the Blues over United.
Conte then warned his players at the start of this season
not to let their standards slip to the levels of “the last sea-
son with Mourinho”.

In hindsight, the Italian was right to warn against com-

placency as Chelsea have fallen well short of the form they
showed in storming to the title last season. A fifth-placed
finish in the Premier League was confirmed when they
capitulated 3-0 to Newcastle on the final day of the sea-
son on Sunday.

“To finish fifth is a big disappointment. How damaging
is it not to be in the Champions League? You’ll have to ask
the club about that,” Conte said, only intensifying specula-
tion about his future.

“If we play like this in the FA Cup final, we don’t have a
chance. We have six days to change our approach, our

desire, our will to fight because we can do much better.”
Mourinho has at least ensured Champions League

qualification for next season via a second-place finish in
the Premier League. However, a record 19-point gap to
champions Manchester City and a deeply disappointing
Champions League last-16 exit to Sevilla means the
Portuguese is also left hanging on until the final game of
the season to deliver a trophy that would silence some of
the critics of United’s often turgid performances, lacking in
the invention and flair displayed by rivals City and
Champions League finalists Liverpool. —AFP
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Europe angered 
by FIFA’s new 
soccer plans
LYON: Europe’s top leagues, players and clubs lined up
yesterday against FIFA president Gianni Infantino’s plans
for two new global competitions saying his approach was
rushed and lacking in detail. UEFA’s Professional Football
Strategy Council (PSFC) said it had “serious reservations”
about the whole process and criticised the speed and lack
of consultation from the sport’s global governing body.

FIFA has proposed creating a 24-team Club World Cup
tournament, to be staged every four years, as well as a
Global Nations League which would culminate in an eight-
team tournament — effectively a mini-World Cup-every
two years.

According to a FIFA report seen by Reuters, the two
tournaments, backed by a consortium of private investors,
are expected to generate at least $25 billion over a 12-year
cycle. FIFA president Gianni Infantino has been trying to
push through the proposals in the already hectic period
leading up to this year’s World Cup in Russia.

Following a meeting in Lyon, the PFSC said its members
had not been properly consulted and added in a statement
that it “unanimously expressed serious reservations about
the process surrounding the FIFA Club World Cup and
Global Nations League proposals.”— Reuters


