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of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said that the
Bureau has rejected some 40 projects of which the Cabinet
approved nine. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani held the previous
Assembly responsible for allowing the government to raise

the price of petrol but members of that Assembly said the
decision was taken during summer recess.

Also during the debate, MP Safa Al-Hashem clashed
with MPs Hamdan Al-Azemi and Abdulkarim Al-Kundari
after she criticized the prime minister over government
policies. The two lawmakers blamed Hashem for criticiz-
ing the premier now but did not sign the non-coopera-
tion motion against him following his grilling two weeks
ago. MP Khalil Al-Saleh criticized that out of the capital
spending of KD 3.2 billion, health projects account for
just 10 percent while education projects account for
only two percent.

National Assembly 
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denuclearization of the Korean peninsula and made
clear on several occasions that precondition for denu-
clearization is to put an end to anti-DPRK hostile poli-
cy and nuclear threats and blackmail of the United
States,” Kim said.

North Korea has always defended its nuclear and
missile programs as a necessary deterrent against per-
ceived aggression by the United States, which keeps
28,500 troops in South Korea, a legacy of the 1950-53
Korean War. North Korea has long said it is open to
eventually giving up its nuclear arsenal if the United
States withdraws its troops from South Korea and
ends its “nuclear umbrella” security alliance with
Seoul, though South Korean officials have said the
North may be willing to compromise.

The United States has insisted on complete, verifi-
able, and irreversible dismantling of North Korea’s
nuclear weapons and the facilities needed to build the
weapons as soon as possible. Asian stock markets
dipped after North Korea called off the talks with the
South. Cancellation of the Singapore summit could see
tension flare again even as investors worry about
China-US trade friction. “This will weigh on the
Korean reconstruction beneficiaries that have had a
strong run on peace and even reunification hopes
recently,” JPMorgan analysts wrote in a note.

South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-hwa
spoke to Pompeo by telephone and discussed North
Korea’s postponement of the talks with the South,
the foreign ministry said in a statement. Pompeo told
Kang Washington would continue to make prepara-
tions for the US-North Korea summit, bearing in
mind the recent action by North Korea, it said. Kim
Kye Gwan’s statement came only hours after North
Korea denounced the US-South Korean military
exercises as a provocation and pulled out of the talks
with the South.

Earlier KCNA denounced the “Max Thunder” air
combat drills, which it said involved US stealth fighters,
B-52 bombers and “nuclear assets”. American stealth
F-22 fighters were spotted in South Korea earlier in
May, but a spokesman for the US military command in
South Korea said no B-52s were scheduled to take
part in the drills. Neither B-52s or B-1B bombers were
present at last year’s Max Thunder drills, according to
a South Korean defense ministry official. The drills

would go on as planned and were not aimed at any
third party, the ministry said.  

Cancellation of the first meeting between a serving
US president and a North Korean leader, would deal a
major blow to what would be the biggest diplomatic
achievement of Trump’s presidency. Trump has raised
expectations for success even as many analysts have
been skeptical about the chances of bridging the gap
due to questions about North Korea’s willingness to
give up a nuclear arsenal that it says can hit the
United States.

Kim Kye Gwan derided Bolton’s suggestion that dis-
cussions with North Korea should be similar to those
that led to components of Libya’s nuclear program
being shipped to the United States in 2004. “(The)
World knows too well that our country is neither Libya
nor Iraq which have met miserable fate,” Kim said. “It
is absolutely absurd to dare compare the DPRK, a
nuclear weapon state, to Libya which had been at the
initial stage of nuclear development.”

The outburst could be aimed at testing Trump’s
willingness to make concessions ahead of the summit,
which is to be preceded by a visit to Washington next
week by South Korean President Moon Jae-in. A US
government expert on North Korea said Kim Jong Un
may also be trying to gauge whether Trump is willing
to walk away from the meeting. Joshua Pollack, of the
Middlebury Institute of International Studies in
California, said Pyongyang appeared irritated by the
US administration’s vow to maintain sanctions in spite
of North Korean concessions.

“The North Koreans want a change in tone from the
US, and at least so far, they’re not hearing one,” he
said. The doubt thrown over the summit comes a week
after Trump abandoned the 2015 nuclear deal between
Iran and six world powers, under which Tehran curbed
its nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of most
international sanctions. China said yesterday all parties
“should show goodwill and avoid mutual provocation”
to create a conducive atmosphere for denuclearization
on the Korean peninsula.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, in comments to a vis-
iting North Korean delegation, said China supported
North Korea’s efforts to develop its economy, improve
relations with the South and its dialogue with the
United States, the official Xinhua news agency report-
ed. The North-South talks had been due to focus on
plans to implement a declaration that emerged from an
inter-Korea summit last month, including promises to
formally end the Korean War and pursue “complete
denuclearization”. South Korea described the North’s
decision as “regrettable”. —  Reuters
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United States opened its embassy in Jerusalem.
The Israeli premier spoke of Guatemala’s early

recognition of the state of Israel after its creation in
1948 and said he would visit the country of 16 million on
his next visit to Latin America. “I look forward to
assessing with you the practical ways... that we can
advance this friendship and this alliance,” Netanyahu
said. “But today, I just want to say how delighted we are
to have you.” Morales called it a “transcendental
moment for future generations” who will “remember
that friendly countries took courageous decisions in
favor of Israel and we do this because you have a spe-
cial place in our hearts.”

The US embassy move on Monday was accompanied
by mass protests and clashes along the Gaza border
that saw Israeli forces kill some 60 Palestinians. Israel
has faced international criticism over its use of live fire.
It says its actions are necessary to defend the border
and stop mass infiltrations from the Palestinian enclave,
which is run by Islamist movement Hamas. On Monday,
tens of thousands had gathered near the border while
smaller numbers of stone-throwing Palestinians
approached the fence and sought to break through, with
Israeli snipers positioned on the other side.

Most of those killed were shot by Israeli snipers, the
Gazan health ministry said, in the bloodiest day in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict since a 2014 Gaza war. Israel’s
army said “it appears that at least 24” of those killed
were militants, mainly from Hamas and Islamic Jihad. It
said explosive devices and firebombs were used, while
Israeli soldiers were also shot at. But there were numer-
ous calls for an independent investigation into the
deaths, with Britain, Germany, Switzerland and Belgium
among those supporting such action.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the
European Union have previously called for an inde-
pendent probe, with 116 Palestinians killed by Israeli
forces since a campaign of protests on the Gaza-Israel
border was launched on March 30. Morales’s decision
to move Guatemala’s embassy has been seen as partly
influenced by his evangelical religious beliefs.
Evangelicals want to see Jews rebuild their temple in
Jerusalem, which according to their beliefs would facili-
tate the second coming of Christ. The move is also seen
by some as a gesture to elicit US support at a time when
Morales stands accused by Guatemalan prosecutors of
accepting illegal campaign contributions.

Senior Palestinian official Saeb Erekat made refer-
ence to those allegations in a scathing attack yesterday.
“The Guatemalan government has chosen to stand on
the wrong side of history, to side with violations of
international law and human rights, and to take a hostile
step against the Palestinian people and the Arab world,”
he wrote in a statement.

“We are not surprised that a president that has
objected to UN investigations into corruption and abus-
es of power has decided to further violate international
resolutions.” Former Guatemalan foreign minister
Gabriel Orellana has said Morales’s embassy move has
the effect of banishing his country “to the fringes of the
United Nations”. Jerusalem’s status is perhaps the
thorniest issue in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
US embassy relocation infuriated the Palestinians.

The Palestinian Authority said yesterday it was
recalling its envoys to Romania, the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Austria after their ambassadors attended
an Israeli reception marking the US embassy move. On
Tuesday Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas withdrew
his top representative to the United States. Israel occu-
pied the West Bank and east Jerusalem in 1967 and later
annexed east Jerusalem in a move never recognized by
the international community. Israel considers the entire
city its capital, while the Palestinians see east Jerusalem
as the capital of their future state.— AFP 
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Turkey has expressed outrage over the killing by
Israeli forces on Monday of 60 Palestinians during
protests and clashes on the Gaza border and also
blamed tensions on the US decision to move its
embassy for Israel to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv.

Ankara also withdrew its ambassador to
Washington Serdar Kilic for consultations after the
bloodshed, which came on the same day the embassy
move took place. Kilic arrived back in Ankara yester-
day afternoon, state media said. Erdogan will tomor-
row host an emergency summit meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Istanbul
which he has said will send a “strong message to the
world” on the whole issue. 

The Turkish leader has engaged in intense tele-
phone diplomacy to drum up support for the summit,
speaking to leaders including Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani, Saudi King Salman, Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas and Jordan’s King Abdullah. Yet it
remains to be seen which leaders will be present at the
summit which will immediately be followed by a giant

rally called by Erdogan in Istanbul to support the
Palestinians. Deputy Prime Minister Recep Akdag said
Turkey wanted to evacuate wounded Palestinians from
Gaza for treatment but had yet to receive the neces-
sary permissions from Egypt or Israel.

Erdogan, who regards himself as a champion of the
Palestinian cause, this week has accused Israel of
“genocide” and told Netanyahu he is leading an
“apartheid state” while having the “blood of
Palestinians” on his hands. Netanyahu described
Erdogan as “an expert on terror and slaughter” as a
leading supporter of Palestinian Islamist group Hamas.
Erdogan hit back, saying Hamas is a “resistance move-
ment”. Meanwhile Netanyahu’s son Yair posted on his
personal Instagram account the slogan “F....k Turkey”
with the letter “c” turned into the crescent on the
Turkish flag, Israeli media including Haaretz reported. 

The Netanyahu family spokesman put out a state-
ment saying: “Yair Netanyahu is a private person, and
his Instagram page is also private.” Meanwhile the
Turkish presidency said that on a visit to London on
Tuesday Erdogan met a delegation of ultra-orthodox
Jews from anti-Zionist group Neturei Karta, a very
small splinter group on the margins of ultra-Orthodox
Jewry. They oppose the existence of a Jewish state
before the coming of the Messiah. They had previously
met with former Iranian president Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, who became notorious for his verbal
diatribes against Israel. — AFP 

Israeli envoy
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KUALA LUMPUR: Reformist Anwar Ibrahim declared a
“new dawn for Malaysia” yesterday after his release from
prison paved the way for a return to national politics as
presumptive successor to Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad following a stunning election upset. In scenes
that captivated Malaysians, the charismatic 70-year-old
returned to the national spotlight after the country’s king
quashed a widely criticized sodomy conviction that had
put Anwar behind bars for three years.

To ecstatic cries of “Reformasi!” (Reform) - Anwar’s
rallying cry-he took selfies with his former prison guards
and vowed before hundreds of journalists and supporters
to back efforts to take the country in a new direction.
Anwar said he had forgiven Mahathir, 92, who had him
imprisoned two decades ago but has become his unlikely
ally. “Now there is a new dawn for Malaysia,” said Anwar,
flanked by his wife Wan Azizah Wan Ismail and other
members of his political party. 

“The entire spectrum of Malaysians, regardless of race
or religion, have stood by the principles of democracy and
freedom. They demand change.” Anwar has cast a long
shadow over Malaysian politics for decades. He enjoyed a
meteoric rise in the now-ousted Barisan Nasional (BN)
coalition before a spectacular falling out with his then-
boss Mahathir in 1998 that saw Anwar thrown in jail for
sodomy and abuse of power. Upon his release in 2004, he
joined and revitalized the opposition coalition that finally

ousted BN last week. 
Anwar’s release yesterday from his second jail term for

an unrelated sodomy conviction sets up a tantalizing
reunion with his nemesis-turned-ally Mahathir. Mahathir
has said he expects to run the government for one to two
years but has signaled that the reins would be turned over
to Anwar eventually.

Anwar said his history with Mahathir was water under
the bridge, as they shared the same goals of reforming the
government and cleaning up a massive corruption scandal
involving former prime minister Najib Razak. “Bury the
hatchet? It’s been a long time already,” Anwar said when
asked about Mahathir. “I have forgiven him.” Anwar indi-
cated that he had no immediate plans to get deeply
involved in politics, but would support Mahathir’s govern-
ing efforts as a “private citizen”. Anwar’s release caps a
remarkable reversal of fortune made possible by the BN’s
unexpected electoral drubbing a week ago.

The former autocrat Mahathir, who headed BN for 22
years until 2003, came out of retirement to lead the dis-
parate opposition to a surprise victory. Many had expect-
ed a BN win thanks to its tight hold over the media, gov-
ernment, police and electoral apparatus of the multicultural
Muslim-majority nation. But the result laid bare the depth
of disgust with former leader Najib, who is implicated in a
massive scandal in which billions of dollars were plundered
from the state investment fund 1MDB he established.
Mahathir has barred Najib from leaving the country pend-
ing investigations.

The BN had ruled since independence in 1957. Anwar’s
release adds to a dizzying sense of change and is likely to
fuel expectations for an entirely new national direction.
Xavier Jayakumar, a member of parliament with Anwar’s
Parti Keadilan Rakyat, called it “a momentous day for all of
Malaysia”. —  AFP 
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