
Thursday, May 17, 2018

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

PAHOA, Hawaii: Explosions intensified on Hawaii’s Kilauea vol-
cano on Tuesday, spewing ash and triggering a red alert for air-
craft for the first time since the latest eruption began 12 days
ago. Ash and volcanic smog, or vog, as it is called, rose to
12,000 feet (3,657 m) above Kilauea’s crater and floated south-
west, showering cars on Highway 11 with gray dust and prompt-
ing an “unhealthy air” adviso-
ry in the community of Pahala,
29 km from the summit.

An aviation red alert
means a volcanic eruption is
under way that could spew
ash along aircraft routes, the
US Geological Survey
(USGS) says on its website.
Ash was also a new hazard
for residents of Hawaii’s Big
Island, already grappling
with volcanic gas and lava
that has destroyed 37 homes and other structures and forced
the evacuation of about 2,000 residents. A shift in winds was
expected to bring ash and vog inland yesterday and make
them more concentrated, said John Bravender of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

“We’re observing more or less continuous emission of ash
now with intermittent, more energetic ash bursts or plumes,”
Steve Brantley, a deputy scientist in charge at the Hawaiian
Volcano Observatory (HVO), said on a conference call with
reporters. The observatory warned the eruption could become
more violent. “At any time, activity may become more explo-
sive, increasing the intensity of ash production and producing
ballistic projectiles near the vent,” the HVO said in a statement
on the change in aviation alert level to red from orange. Ash is
not poisonous but irritates the nose, eyes and airways. It can
make roads slippery and large emissions could cause the fail-
ure of electrical power lines, said USGS chemist David Damby.

New fissure
The eruption has hit the island’s tourism industry. Big

Island summer hotel bookings have dropped by almost half
from last year, Rob Birch, executive director of the Island of
Hawaii Visitor Bureau, told journalists on a conference call.
College exchange student Constantin Plinke, 24, was plan-

ning to go to the Hawaii Volcanoes
National Park before it was shut. “We
had a big list of things to do and
maybe 80 percent of them were in
the national park,” he said, after
stopping by the side of the road to
watch ash plumes rising into the air.
“It’s sad.”

The area taking the brunt of the
eruption is about 40 km down
Kilauea’s eastern flank, near the vil-
lage of Pahoa.  Lava has burst from
the ground to tear through housing

developments and farmland, threatening one of the last exit
routes from coastal areas, state Highway 132. The latest fis-
sure in the earth opened on Tuesday, spewing lava and toxic
gases that pushed air quality into “condition red” around
Lanipuna Gardens and nearby farms, causing “choking and
inability to breathe,” the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory and
Hawaii County Civil Defense said.

Road crews put metal plates over steaming cracks on
nearby Highway 130 and reopened it to give coastal resi-
dents an escape route should a lava flow reach the ocean
and block another road, Highway 137, Civil Defense said.
No major injuries or deaths have been reported from the
eruption. A looming menace remains the possibility of an
“explosive eruption” of Kilauea, an event last seen in 1924.
Pent-up steam could drive a 20,000-foot (6,100-m) ash
plume out of the crater and scatter debris over 19 km, the
USGS said. —Reuters 

Ash cloud from Hawaii volcano 
sparks red alert for aviation

New hazard for residents of Big Island

Eruption has 
hit the island’s 

tourism
industry

Forgotten 
poor left by
Colombia war
BOGOTA: They live in shantytowns that
overlook Bogota - hundreds of families
who fled the bloodshed in rural Colombia
during decades of civil war for the relative
safety of the country’s cities.  A year and a
half after the government signed a peace
deal with the leftist Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC), the poor still
languish on society’s margins. They are the
forgotten ones. Jose Pineda lives with his
family lives in the ramshackle Ciudad
Bolivar slum on the outskirts of Bogota,
which seems to hang off the gray, chilly
Andes mountainsides. El Ensueno, their
neighborhood, is perched at the summit.

Most of the people in El Ensueno - 600
households in all - are victims of the con-
flict. Once thrown off their land, they have
built shacks here, and constantly fear evic-
tion. Men, women, and children live in
cramped conditions. Mud is everywhere.
Water trickles down from the mountains
above, and power is siphoned off from
bootleg connections. If buses ever come,
few have the money to afford a ticket.
“Colombia is divided between those who
have a real house, and those of us who
have a shack with a tin roof... those who
eat when they want to, and those of us who
make do with one meal a day,” said the 50-
year-old Pineda, a father of three. 

The country is only just emerging from
five decades of war, and even that isn’t fully
over - remnants of rebel forces still battle
for control of the lucrative drug trade.
Those years of conflict exacerbated pover-

ty in Colombia, where the rich-poor divide
is among the widest in the world, alongside
Haiti and Honduras, according to the World
Bank and the United Nations. Nearly eight
million people have been displaced by the
violence, which has pushed thousands
“towards cities, generating pools of mis-
ery” on the fringes, Jorge Restrepo, a pro-
fessor at Javeriana University and author of
the study “Conflict and Poverty in
Colombia,” told AFP. The conflict - which
drew in leftist guerrillas, paramilitary
groups and state forces - left about
260,000 people dead.

Struggle to survive 
Pineda fled the country’s southeast four

years ago, after being brutally interrogated
about his alleged ties to the FARC, whose
members surrendered their weapons after
the peace deal. The group is now a political
movement. But now, he is just one of the
masses living on the edge. Their fate
depends on the ability of Colombia, Latin
America’s fourth-largest economy, to truly
embrace peace and keep violence from
reaching urban areas when current
President Juan Manuel Santos leaves
office. The country will soon elect a new
leader, with the first round scheduled for
May 27, and the runoff for June 17.

Oscar Lezama, a former police officer
who fled to Bogota in 2012, lives in El
Ensueno with his wife and four children.
“The war forced us from the countryside
to the city. We have to fight just to have
five square meters,” said the 48-year-old,
his frustration palpable. While the peace
deal helped reduce the staggering death
toll of 3,000 a year seen during the war, it
has also divided Colombians. Some have
criticized the amnesty offered to former
rebels, who have since been rehabilitated
and allowed to enter politics. If Colombia’s
rightwing wins the presidency, it has

pledged to modify the accord. In areas like
Ciudad Bolivar, home to 700,000 people,
residents are angry that peace did not in
any way improve their prospects. Santos’s
administration, in power since 2010,
launched an ambitious program of land
restitution, but without specific plans for
those forced into the cities.

Fresh violence 
Poverty in terms of income in Colombia

has decreased from 37.2 percent in 2010 to
26.9 percent in 2017. However, that still
means that out of a population of almost
50 million, 13 million are poor. Without
“more ambitious programs,” poverty will
be “a permanent factor fueling violence,
and perhaps even a resumption of war,”
said economist Eduardo Sarmiento. In El
Ensueno, armed factions are taking advan-
tage of the power vacuum left by the

FARC, with drug dealers targeting schools. 
Five illegal organizations including the

National Liberation Army (ELN) - the
country’s last active rebel group - operate
within Ciudad Bolivar, according to
Colombia’s human rights ombudsman. The
violence that persists in several areas could
lead to further displacement, fueling pover-
ty, which has become a ticking time bomb
in Colombian society. Deysi Garcia, a
mother of five children, almost lost her farm
in Viota, 90 km from Bogota. Paramilitaries
occupied her land, where two bodies were
later found. 

Freed from prison, she succeeded in
retaining her coffee plants but must also
work as a maid. Her farm, because of its
isolated location, cannot turn a profit.
“Customers pay very little, and it doesn’t
cover the cost of production,” said the 38-
year-old widow. —AFP 

A man drives a golf cart at a golf course as an ash plume rises in the distance from the Kilauea volcano
on Hawaii’s Big Island on Tuesday in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: A key US Senate panel yesterday green-
lighted the nomination of veteran covert operative Gina
Haspel to become director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, despite her involvement in the torture of Al-
Qaeda detainees in the early 2000s. The Intelligence
Committee voted 10-5 to forward her nomination to the

entire Senate, virtually
assuring that she will earn
final approval to lead the US
spy agency, replacing Mike
Pompeo, who is now secre-
tary of state.

Republican Senator John
McCain, who was tortured
during years spent as a pris-
oner of war in Vietnam, led a
push to reject Haspel after
she refused to say the brutal
interrogation methods used
after the 9/11 attacks were

“immoral”. But she reiterated her opposition to the prac-
tice going forward in a letter sent earlier this week to the
committee’s senior Democrat, Mark Warner, persuading
him to endorse her. “With the benefit of hindsight and my
experience as a senior agency leader, the enhanced inter-
rogation program is not one the CIA should have under-
taken,” she told Warner in the letter dated Monday.

Warner’s support was matched by one other unnamed
Democrat in the secret vote, ensuring the closely divided
Senate will also be able to pass Haspel through in a vote
expected to come before the end of the month. It will
make Haspel, a 61-year-old Russia specialist, the first-ever
woman to lead the CIA, and the first director who spent
their entire career in the agency’s clandestine services.
“Gina Haspel is the most qualified person the president
could choose to lead the CIA and the most prepared nom-
inee in the 70-year history of the agency,” said committee
chairman Richard Burr in a statement. —AFP

Senate panel
approves CIA 
nominee Haspel 

BOGOTA: A boy stands in “El Ensueno”, part of the Ciudad Bolivar slum, on May 4,
2018. — AFP 

Ortega attends 
crisis talks 
with opposition
MANAGUA: Nicaraguan President Daniel
Ortega was yesterday set to attend long-
awaited crisis talks with the opposition
after nearly a month of violence that has
left scores dead, officials said. The Central
American country’s Roman Catholic bish-
ops said earlier this week they would
mediate in the so-called “national dia-
logue”. “Tomorrow, from 10 in the morning,
once the national dialogue is opened by
the bishops, our president will be there, we
will be there,” Ortega’s wife and govern-
ment spokeswoman, Rosario Murillo, had
said on Tuesday.

Her statement came as demonstrators
and riot police clashed in the northern town
of Matagalpa, ruled by Ortega’s Sandinista
Front party. The town’s mayor, Sadrach
Zeledon, said one person was killed “by
right-wing vandalism groups,” referring to
the demonstrators, who in turn said the vic-
tim, Wilber Reyes, was killed in attacks
launched by police. Meanwhile, 35 people
were injured in the clashes and at least 10
people had been arrested, the Nicaraguan
Association for Human Rights spokesman in
the city, German Herrera, told local TV sta-
tion 100% Noticias. The education ministry
said on its website that local high schools
had been closed as a security precaution.

In Masaya, 30 km southeast of the capi-
tal Managua, residents reported harsh

repression by riot police, while parents and
students from private high schools
marched Tuesday afternoon in Managua
demanding justice and freedom. The US
embassy in Nicaragua has suspended the
processing of nonimmigrant visas until fur-
ther notice, citing the instability.

Belated rights scrutiny 
Ortega had accepted the notion of talks

in the early days of the crackdown, but the
church deemed he had not fulfilled condi-
tions in which they could be held. Among
them is a visit by a regional human rights
group which has finally been given permis-
sion to enter the country to investigate
reports of widespread police brutality. At
least 53 people have been killed and some
400 injured in almost a month of protests,
which initially broke out over proposed
cuts to social security benefits, but mor-
phed into widespread discontent with
Ortega’s leftist government.

The protests pose a serious challenge
to the authority of Ortega, 72, who has
ruled Nicaragua for the past 11 years and
before that from 1979-1990, after over-
throwing the dictatorship of Anastasio
Somoza. The protests that erupted on
April 18 were the worst his government
has faced, badly shaking his tight grip on
power over the country, one of the poor-
est in Latin America. Ortega made a
series of concessions after sharp domes-
tic and international criticism over the use
of security forces to put down the
protests, and curbs on independent media
to report them.

100% Noticias, a private channel and
one of several outlets closed in the media
crackdown at the beginning of the protests,

said its offices in Managua had been tar-
geted by gunfire. “A shot was fired from a
vehicle,” said the channel’s head of news,
Lucia Pineda, adding that the station
received threats from government sympa-
thizers “every day”. Ortega’s concessions
included abandoning the social security
reforms, freeing dozens of arrested pro-
testers, lifting broadcast bans on private
TV channels, and offering dialogue. Many
Nicaraguans, though - especially embold-
ened university students - want Ortega to
step down.

Army, business support, cools 
Business leaders, as well as the army,

appear to have distanced themselves
from Ortega as the protests, and the

deadly crackdown, have continued. Most
of the dead have been protesters .
Frustrations have been voiced over cor-
ruption, the distant autocratic style of
Ortega and Murillo, limited options to
change the country’s politics in elections,
and the president ’s  control  over
Congress, the courts, the military and the
electoral authority.

Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes, the arch-
bishop of Managua and head of the
Nicaraguan Bishops Conference who will
mediate the talks, admitted during a press
conference on Monday that “the circum-
stances for dialogue are not the best”.
Brenes said the talks would deal with
issues designed “to pave the way for
democratization” in Nicaragua. —AFP

Rio baby hit by 
bullet 15th child 
shot this year
RIO DE JANEIRO: A baby was wounded by a stray bullet
in Rio de Janeiro while in his mother’s arms, becoming the
15th child shot here this year, reports said Tuesday. The
non-governmental organization Fogo Cruzado, which
monitors the city’s daily shootings, said the boy was hit
Monday in the courtyard of a school in the historic Cosme
Velho neighborhood of posh southern Rio. The infant’s
mother had come to the private Sao Vicente de Paulo
school to pick up another child.

The school said it was “brutally put on Rio’s map of vio-
lence when a stray bullet hit a baby while in his mother’s
arms, while she waited for her other child to finish a sports
activity”. G1 news site said the baby was struck in the
shoulder and that doctors were to operate to remove the
bullet. This was the 15th shooting of a child in the greater
Rio area in 2018, said Fogo Cruzado, which translates as
Cross Fire. These include a three-year-old girl shot dead in
her parents’ car in February, an 11-year-old girl hit by a
stray bullet while at school, and several children shot during
confrontations between police and drug gangs. Four of the
15 were killed, Fogo Cruzado said. 

Parents and others in the neighborhood of Sao Vicente de
Paulo expressed dismay, saying the shooting proved
nowhere is safe in Rio, even if the vast majority of the vio-
lence is in the poor, gang-infested neighborhoods known as
favelas. “It’s worrying because when you’re in a school you
think you’re safe, but then things happen on the outside,”
said Jassira, 60, who has a grandchild at Sao Vicente de
Paulo. “Today you can be in the most expensive neighbor-
hood of Rio and witness a shooting or stray bullets. —AFP

Gina Haspel

MANAGUA: Students with a sign reading ‘They were students, not delinquents’ -
referring to at least 53 people killed in an ongoing wave of protests against the
government of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega - take part in a protest in
Managua on Tuesday. — AFP


