
With friends like 
Trump, who needs 
enemies: EU chief
SOFIA: The European Union’s top official
launched a stinging attack yesterday on
President Donald Trump, slamming his
“capricious assertiveness” and saying the US
leader acted more like an enemy than a
friend. EU president Donald Tusk urged
leaders meeting in Bulgaria to form a “united
European front” against Trump’s withdrawal
from the Iranian nuclear deal and his move to
impose trade tariffs on Europe. Tusk even
compared the US administration to Europe’s
traditional foes Moscow and Beijing as he
launched his broadside hours before a dinner
of the 28 leaders in Sofia where they will dis-
cuss the issue.

“Looking at the latest decisions of
President Trump, someone could even think
with friends like that who needs enemies,”
Tusk told reporters. “But frankly speaking,
Europe should be grateful to President Trump,
because thanks to him we have got rid of all
illusions. He has made us realize that if you
need a helping hand you will find one at the
end of your arm.”

The transatlantic rift has hijacked the agen-
da of a summit today at which the EU leaders
will meet their Balkan counterparts in a bid to

foster closer ties and keep Russia out of their
backyard. European ministers met with a top
Iranian official in Brussels on Tuesday in a bid
to save the Iranian nuclear accord after Trump
decided to pull out. Meanwhile the EU is still
trying to win exemptions from tariffs on steel
and aluminum exports. Tusk called for more
unity in the divided EU - which is set to lose
Britain as a member next year - to face the
growing challenges.

‘Capricious assertiveness’ 
“Besides the traditional political challenges

such as the rise of China or the aggressive
stance of Russia, we are witnessing today a
new phenomenon: the capricious assertive-
ness of the American administration,” Tusk
said. “I have no doubt that in the new global
game, Europe will either be one of the major
players, or a pawn. This is the only real alter-
native.” The 28 leaders will also discuss the
deaths of dozens of Palestinians in Gaza after
Trump moved the US embassy to Jerusalem,
in another move that the Europeans had
strongly opposed.

Tusk said he wanted the European leaders
to “reconfirm” that they will stay in the Iran
deal, as long as Tehran respects it - although
Europe must now find a way to make up for
the US sanctions on Iran that Trump will reac-
tivate. British Prime Minister Theresa May,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French
President Emmanuel Macron will “present
their assessment of the situation” to their col-
leagues, he said.

European Commission President Jean-

Claude Juncker and EU foreign policy chief
will outline to the leaders what measures the
bloc could take to shield its now substantial
economic interests in Iran, Tusk added. Merkel
however said that Europe had no choice but
to stick with the ties that have bound it to
Washington since World War II. “Despite all
the difficulties we have these days, the
transatlantic relations are and will remain of
outstanding importance,” Merkel told the
German parliament. Over the dinner of
Bulgarian salad, meatballs, buffalo steak and
walnut biscuits with berries, May meanwhile
was to tell her fellow leaders that Britain was
“committed to ensuring the deal is upheld” so
long as Iran honors its commitments, her
spokeswoman said.

‘Stick to our guns’ 
On Trump’s decision to impose tariffs on

steel and aluminium imports, a move the EU
has warned could spark a trade war, Tusk
urged the leaders to keep a unified front. “I
will propose we stick to our guns,” Tusk said.
“It is absurd to even think that the EU could
be a threat to the US. We need to bring back
reality in this discussion, which is not the case
today,” Behind their message of unity and
firmness, some member states seem open to
tolerating limited quotas from the United
States on metals imports while others want a
harder line, diplomats said. The violence in
Gaza will also be on the agenda as it was
“linked to the bigger question of the conse-
quences of the decisions of Donald Trump,”
an EU official said. — AFP 
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PEKANBARU, Indonesia: Onlookers take pictures as police examine the bodies of two attackers after they launched an attack on the police headquarters yesterday. — AFP 

PEKANBARU, Indonesia: Four men who attacked an
Indonesian police headquarters with samurai swords
were shot dead yesterday and one officer also died,
authorities said, days after a wave of deadly suicide
bombings claimed by the Islamic State (IS) group
rocked the country. The assault in the city of
Pekanbaru on Sumatra island - also claimed by IS -
saw a group ram their minivan into a gate at the station
and then attack officers, police said. Days earlier, two
families who belonged to the same religious study
group staged suicide bombings at churches and a
police station in Surabaya on Java island, Indonesia’s
second biggest city.

The attacks have put Indonesia on edge - and
sparked a string of foreign government travel advisories
- as the world’s biggest Muslim-majority country starts
the holy fasting month of Ramadan from today. Four
attackers were shot dead at the scene yesterday and
another suspect who fled was later arrested, police
said. One officer was killed by the speeding vehicle and
two others were wounded in the incident, they added.

Police said the men belonged to a local extremist
group, but not Jamaah Ansharut Daulah (JAD), which
authorities believe was behind the family suicide bomb-
ings. Both groups have pledged allegiance to IS, they

said. The bloody violence is putting pressure on law-
makers to pass a stalled security law that would give
police more power to take pre-emptive action against
terror suspects. “I’m outraged and very saddened by
these acts carried out by cowards - they have no
humanity,” said Pebby
Magdalena, who joined a
demonstration in Jakarta in
support of the bill.

Indonesia - which is set to
host the Asian Games in just
three months and an IMF-
World Bank meeting in Bali in
October - has long struggled
with Islamist militancy. Its
worst-ever attack was the
2002 Bali bombings that killed
more than 200 people, includ-
ing locals and foreign tourists.

‘Better organized’ 
Security forces have arrested hundreds of militants

during a sustained crackdown since the Bali bombing.
Most attacks in recent years have been limited to low-
level operations against domestic security forces. But

on Sunday, a family of six - including girls aged nine
and 12 - staged suicide bombings at three churches
during morning services in Surabaya, killing 13. All six
bombers died, including the mother who was
Indonesia’s first known female suicide bomber. It was

also the first time children had
been used in such attacks.

A memorial service was
held yesterday for Vincencius
Hudojo, 11, and Nathanael
Hudojo, 8, two brothers who
died after the blast at the
Santa Maria Catholic Church
on Sunday in Surabaya. Their
mother was injured. Services
were also held for Martha
Djumani, 54, who was killed in
the bombing at a Pentecostal

church, just a day after she had got engaged. “My sister
was always caring towards other people and taught her
children to be compassionate,” Daud Samari, Djumani’s
younger brother, told reporters.

Family friends 
On Monday members of another family blew them-

selves up at a police station in Surabaya, wounding 10.
The church bombing family were in the same religious
study group as the Surabaya police station bombers
and a third family believed to be linked to the wave of
attacks, authorities said. “They had the same teacher
and they regularly met for Koran recital every week,”
said East Java police chief Machfud Arifin.

The coordinated church attack was a sign local
extremist groups are becoming more proficient, and it
stirs concerns about an uptick in radicalism as hun-
dreds of Indonesians who flocked to fight alongside IS
in the Middle East return home. “They were better
organised... (it) suggests a higher level of capacity
than what we have seen in recent years,” said Sidney
Jones, director of Jakarta-based Institute of Policy
Analysis of Conflict.

Dozens of suspects have been rounded up in raids
since Sunday’s attacks, while several militants, includ-
ing the number two ranking leader of the Surabaya
JAD chapter, had been shot and killed, police said. The
church and earlier police station attacks were likely
motivated by the arrest of JAD leaders, authorities
said. They followed a deadly prison riot staged by
Islamist prisoners at a high-security jail near Jakarta
last week. — AFP 
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Palestinians 
recall envoys to
4 EU nations 
RAMALLAH: The Palestinian
Authority has recalled its envoys to
Romania, the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Austria after their
ambassadors attended an Israeli
reception marking the US embassy’s
move to Jerusalem, it said yesterday.
The statement from the PA’s foreign
ministry said the EU nations’ ambas-
sadors had attended the reception on
Sunday, a day before the US opened
its Israel embassy in Jerusalem.  The
embassy move and Washington’s
recognition of Jerusalem as the capi-
tal of Israel has deeply angered
Palestinians, who see the Israeli-
annexed eastern sector of the city as
the capital of their future state.

The ministry “sees this participa-
tion as a grave breach of international
law and United Nations resolutions
which confirm that Jerusalem has
been occupied since 1967 and ban

countries from moving their
embassies there,” the statement said.
“The recalls are to consult with our
ambassadors to these states about
their positions and their commitment
to the EU’s positions.”

Palestinian president Mahmoud
Abbas on Tuesday withdrew his top
envoy to Washington. The European
Union opposed the US move of its
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
The embassy move was accompa-
nied by mass protests and clashes
along the Gaza border that saw
Israeli  forces ki l l  some 60
Palestinians. Israel has faced interna-
tional criticism over its use of live
fire against demonstrators.

It says its actions are necessary
to defend the border and stop mass
infiltrations from the Palestinian
enclave, which is run by Islamist
movement Hamas. Jerusalem’s status
is perhaps the thorniest issue in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel
occupied the West Bank and east
Jerusalem in 1967 and later annexed
east Jerusalem in a move never rec-
ognized by the international com-
munity. It sees the entire city as its
capital. — AFP 


