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Every year we look forward with
excitement and anticipation the
wonderful and blessed month of

Ramadan. An important time in the
Islamic calendar for fasting and
prayer, Ramadan is also a month of
family, gatherings and food. 

All those who have grown up or
spent many years in Kuwait will rec-
ognize immediately the mainstays of
Ramadan - from the Ramadan canon
in Naif Palace that rings out maghreb
every day to sparkling glasses of
chilled Vimto, from iftar tables over-
flowing with food to the deserted

streets just before iftar time. 
We all know and love these cher-

ished ‘icons of Ramadan’ and so this
year Kuwait Times celebrates our
beloved Ramadan in Kuwait with 30
days of the Icons of Ramadan. We will
highlight our favorite activities, events,
symbols, foods that are popular during
the days of Ramadan. 

Read each day in these pages a bit
of Kuwait’s Ramadan culture, history
and tradition and then tell us what are
your favorite things about Ramadan in
Kuwait.

Email us at local@kuwaittimes.com
with your favorite symbols of
Ramadan and Ramadan photos. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a num-
ber of cables of congratulations and warm
greetings by senior local officials on the start of
the holy month of Ramadan.

His Highness the Amir received the cables
from His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Parliament
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, Kuwait National
Guard (KNG) Chief His Highness Sheikh Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah, KNG Deputy Chief Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah.

His Highness also received cables from
Chairman of Kuwait’s Supreme Judicial Council
and the Cassation Court, and President of the
Constitutional Court, Justice Yousef Jassem Al-
Mutawaa, and First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. The leaders and officials all
expressed warmest greetings and prayed the
Almighty bless His Highness with best of health
and with tranquility, as well as wishing prosper-
ity for Kuwait. His Highness the Amir Sheikh

Sabah also exchanged cables of congratulations
with leaders of Arab countries and Islamic
countries on the occasion of the start of the
holy month of Ramadan. His Highness the Amir
in turn sent cables in reply in which he
expressed similar sentiments and prayed the
Almighty bless “our homeland with stability and
security and that the Arab and Muslim nation
achieve  their aspirations.”

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince
received greetings from His Highness the Amir,
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali, Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad, as well as ministers,
governors, diplomats, in addition to a number of
citizens and expatriates.

His Highness the Crown Prince also received
a cable from Ghanem and MPs who congratu-
lated him and His Highness the Amir on
Ramadan’s advent. His Highness the Crown
Prince sent  cables in return, thanking Ghanem
and MPs on their sincere wishes.

In the meantime, First Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratula-
tions to His Highness the Amir on start of the

holy month of Ramadan. Sheikh Nasser sent a
similar cable to His Highness the Crown Prince
and to His Highness the Prime Minister on the
holy occasion, according to a statement by the
Defense Ministry’s Public Relations. Sheikh
Nasser Al-Sabah hoped that they would see
more happy returns of the occasion, while
Kuwait continued to enjoy prosperity and
advancement. 

Also, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah sent
cables of congratulations to His Highness the
Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince and
Speaker Ghanem on the start of Ramadan.
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah sent similar cables to
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali and to Sheikh
Meshaal Al-Sabah, the Ministry of Interior stat-
ed in a press release.  It added, he also sent
cables on the same occasion to His Highness
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad, and Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.  He expressed sin-
cere sentiments and prayed to Allah Almighty to
bless “our dear homeland with stability and
security and that the Arab and Muslim nations
achieve their aspirations.”

Amir, Crown Prince exchange Ramadan
greetings with state officials

Defense Minister congratulates political leadership on Ramadan 

KFH visits
patients at
KCCC
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
visited patients at Kuwait Cancer
Control Center as part of its ‘Increase
Good Deeds in Ramadan 4’ program,
corporate social responsibility and
efforts to strengthen ties with all seg-
ments of the society, especially in the
month of Ramadan. 

KFH congratulated the patients on the
advent of the holy month of Ramadan.

The bank’s PR team distributed gifts to
the patients and wished them speedy
recovery. This contributed in putting a
smile on their faces, while easing their
pain and suffering. It is worth noting that
such steps reinforce KFH’s ties with the
society, primarily because it prioritizes
the support of humanitarian causes and
contributions. 

Such initiatives comes within the
framework of KFH’s Ramadan program
“Increase Good Deeds in Ramadan 4”
that includes various visits and voluntary
work, social and humanitarian events and
activities stemming from the bank’s
endeavors to solidify its commitment
towards the society, while supporting all
social and humanitarian initiatives.

KIB launches 
comprehensive
Ramadan 
campaign 
KUWAIT: As part of its social and humanitari-
an duty towards the local community, Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) launched its special
Ramadan campaign for this year. The campaign
will kick off at the beginning of the holy month,
under the umbrella of the Bank’s leading social
responsibility program. Additionally, KIB has
already begun distributing its Ramadan calen-
dar 2018 for prayer timings as a gift to its cus-
tomers at its head office and at branches across
the country. The calendar features a stylish,
catchy design and comes in a variety of sizes for
different uses.

This year’s campaign will carry out a diverse
and comprehensive program comprising reli-
gious, community-based and sports activities
and initiatives, reflecting KIB’s integral role as a
national financial institution and its commitment

towards the local community.
Manager of the Corporate Communications

Unit at KIB, Nawaf Najia, said: “Our Ramadan
campaign this year is packed with impactful ini-
tiatives that truly reflect the Holy Month’s value
of giving and KIB’s relentless commitment to
giving back to the community. The campaign
also exemplifies the Bank’s leading role as an
active member within the community, not only
through its outstanding banking solutions, but
also through its desire to serve all segments of
the community and establish itself as a partner
in every aspect of its customers’ lives; a true
‘Bank for Life’.”

KIB’s comprehensive program will celebrate
Ramadan through a series of humanitarian ini-
tiatives and charitable activities for all its cus-
tomers and employees, as well as diverse seg-
ments in the community. As part of these vari-
ous community-based initiatives and activities,
the Bank will also offer its financial and moral
support to a number of charitable institutions.
Additionally, KIB will organize a number of vis-
its to schools, nursing homes, and orphanages
to spread joy and happiness amongst them.
Throughout Ramadan, KIB will also embrace
long-held local traditions and customs such as
organizing a girgean celebration for children,
guraish, and the annual Ramadan ghabqa for its
employees to bring people together and pro-

mote a friendly atmosphere.
In addition to distributing Ramadan food

supplies and refreshing beverages throughout
Ramadan, KIB will also launch its food package
initiative, ‘Al-Mashla’. The initiative aims at dis-
tributing Ramadan food packages to fasting
families in need across Kuwait, with the partici-
pation of a large number of volunteers. On the
occasion of Eid, the program will also include
the distribution of vouchers across the local
community to share the joy of Eid and spread
the spirit of celebration and happiness.

In line with its ongoing commitment
towards promoting Islamic values amongst
diverse segments of the community, KIB will
also hold its Annual Ramadan Quran
Memorization Competition for its staff and
their children, as well as the children of its cus-
tomers. Additionally, the Bank will organize
several religious lectures for its staff across all
departments. 

KIB is also dedicated to supporting youth
and sports-related activities. Accordingly, the
Bank is set to participate in several annual
sports activities and programs, such as the late
Jassim Al-Sharhan Ramadan annual football
tournament, Al-Qattan tournament, the Late
Abdullah Meshari Al-Roudhan Ramadan Indoor
Football Tournament, as well as the Ramadan
Football Tournament for its staff.

Delegation
checks on
patients in Spain
MADRID: A delegation of the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Health has visited
patients treated at Spanish hospitals
yesterday. Dr Fuad Al-Gattan, the
head of the delegation and director of
external treatment at the ministry, said
in a statement yesterday that the del-
egation inspected the Kuwaiti
patients’ condition during the six-day
mission. According to the embassy

figures, 41 Kuwaitis are currently
receiving treatment in Spain. Up to 48
others had received treatment here
since start of this year. A total of 152
citizens were treated in Spain last
year, compared to 901 in 2016, 453 in
2015. Most of them were treated for
eye illnesses. The delegation had also
held talks with officials running these
hospitals in Madrid and Barcelona
and inspected various wards, treat-
ment methods and techniques.  The
envoys have also visited the Kuwaiti
Embassy, examining mechanisms for
bringing in the patients from Kuwait.
The delegation included Dr Fatma Al-
Ali, Dr Mubarak Al-Kandari and Dr
Jamal Al-Merjan. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Defense Ministry
announced yesterday the release of
Military personnel held for disciplinary
cases for the Holy Month of Ramadan,
with guidance from the First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. 

A statement by the Defense Ministry’s
Public Relations said “based on the

instruction from the First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense, the
Army Chief of General Staff Lieutenant
General Mohammad Al-Khuder issued a
decision on this occasion to release the
Military personnel.” Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad congratulated the mili-
tary personnel and wished the Almighty
to bless and return this happy occasion
to all good people. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Founder and President of
Alnowair Projects Management Company
Sheikha Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah
announced the successful conclusion of a
workshop held at Adan Hospital outpatient
clinics’ pharmacy, in cooperation with
Customer Service Specialist and
Administrative Consultant Rihab Al-Twari.
The workshop, titled ‘Yellow Window’, was
the first of its kind to be held in a public med-
ical facility. The workshop’s goal was to cre-
ate a welcoming atmosphere in the facility,
Sheikha Intisar said, adding that employees
underwent training for one month to achieve
that goal. “The pharmacy is the last place that
patients visit before they leave,” she said,
adding that Adan Hospital serves a large
numbers of patients who live in the Ahmadi
and Mubarak Al-Kabeer governorates.

Workshop held at Adan Hospital pharmacy
Military personnel held for
disciplinary cases released
for Ramadan

KRCS launches
donation campaign
for Gaza
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) launched yesterday a donation cam-
paign to ease the suffering of Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip. The recent Israeli attacks left
61 Palestinians dead and over 3,000 wounded,
KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said, adding
that KRCS has great experience in delivering
aid to those in need everywhere. The society
had already delivered medicines to hospitals
in Gaza, and is currently coordinating with
Palestinian humanitarian organizations to
deliver food and other medical supplies need-
ed in the strip, Sayer said. He noted that peo-
ple could donate for the five-day campaign
from 09:00 am to 02:00 pm and from 04:00
pm to 08:00 pm. He added that the timing in
Ramadan would be from 10:00 am to 02:00
pm and from 08:30 pm to 10:30 pm.

Meanwhile, KRCS and the UN World Food
Program (WFP) signed yesterday a $1 million
joint deal to provide necessary assistant to the
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. Sayer said
after signing the agreement that the society
was keen on cooperating with international
organizations such as the WFP to help those
in need around the globe.

The Rohingya, who are prosecuted by the
Buddhist majority in Myanmar, have sought
refuge in safe areas within their country and
Bangladesh, said Dr Sayer who stressed the
importance of the deal, which provides food
material to the WFP’s central kitchen in

Bangladesh. Head of the UN World Food
Program (WFP) office in the UAE and GCC
Dr Abdullah Al-Wardat lauded cooperation
with the KRCS, affirming that Kuwaiti teams
were known for their efficient work and

responsibility in carrying out humanitarian
missions. The current deal reflects the strong
ties between the two sides and hopefully such
cooperation would continue for years to
come, said the WFP official. — KUNA

KUWAIT: KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer supervises a donation campaign for Palestinians in
Gaza. — KUNA photos

KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer and Head of the WFP office in the UAE and GCC Dr Abdullah Al-
Wardat sign an agreement to provide necessary assistance to the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.


