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Philippines president lifts ban 
on Filipino domestic workers 

Kuwait, Philippines seal deal, ending diplomatic standoff 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A ban on domestic workers coming from the
Philippines has been lifted, ending a months-long diplo-
matic standoff between labor-importing Kuwait and
Manila. Earlier in the week, Manila lifted the ban on the
deployment of semi-skilled and skilled OFWs to Kuwait
after the two governments reached an agreement on
protecting Filipinos working in Kuwait. “Upon the rec-
ommendation of Special Envoy to Kuwait Abdullah
Mama-o, President Rodrigo Duterte tonight
(Wednesday night) instructed Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) Secretary Silvestre Bello to totally
lift the ban on the deployment of Filipino workers to
Kuwait,” Presidential Spokesman Harry Roque said.

Domestic helpers from the impoverished Asian nation

were banned from traveling to Kuwait for work in
February. Duterte ordered the ban following the grue-
some murder of Filipina domestic helper Joanna
Demafilis. Her body was found in a freezer in an apart-
ment in Maidan Hawally. The ban triggered a diplomatic
row between Kuwait and the Philippines, further aggra-
vated by social media videos of Philippines embassy staff
rescuing allegedly abused maids from homes in Kuwait. 

Kuwait condemned the incident and insisted this was
a flagrant violation of its sovereignty. Philippine Foreign
Affairs Secretary Alan Cayetano apologized if the
videos offended the sensibilities of Kuwait, which
accepted the apology, but declared Philippine
Ambassador to Kuwait Rene Villa persona non grata
and asked him to leave the country. The following day,
Duterte asked his nationals to go back to the

Philippines, stressing that the deployment ban on work-
ers from the Philippines will now be permanent. 

But backdoor negotiations continued, and on Friday,
Kuwait and the Philippines finally signed an agreement
for the protection of OFWs. It was signed by the for-
eign ministers of both countries. Overseas Workers
Welfare Administration (OWWA) Deputy
Administrator Arnell Arevalo Ignacio is still in Kuwait to
lay the groundwork after the ban on domestic helpers is
lifted. Laila Venturina, owner of Faraj Ashkhanani
Agency, was elated. “Wow, thank God! I was expecting
the ban to be lifted in the first week of Ramadan, but he
lifted it earlier. So I am very happy about it,” she said. 

An ardent supporter of Duterte in Kuwait who spoke
to Kuwait Times on the condition of anonymity
expressed disappointment over Duterte’s move. “The

president just lost one diehard supporter. I felt betrayed
by him giving in so easily to the demands of the Kuwaiti
government. I respected him before, but after this, I don’t
know. I am totally disappointed,” she noted. “I know
employers won’t follow the agreement. He should’ve at
least waited until Ramadan is over before deciding to lift
the ban on domestic helpers. What a waste of support
and energy for this president,” she said. 

“I have my cousin here in Kuwait who is working as
a housemaid. Until now, she can’t even hold her salary.
It is sent directly to her family in the Philippines. She
always complains of overwork and no day off. And now
we have this news! I am not happy,” she reiterated.
Approximately 260,000 Filipinos live and work in
Kuwait, and 160,000 of these are household service
workers, according to government estimates. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday approved
the capital spending budget for the current fiscal year
2018/2019 which is projected at around KD 3.2 billion
out of the total projected spending of around KD 21.5
billion. MPs strongly criticized government financial
policies and called for updating a number of key laws
especially the civil service law, but at the end of the
debate they approved the budget.

This is the second year running that the Assembly
debates and approves the capital spending separately in
a bid to pay greater attention to development projects.
The Assembly also approved the budget and the final
statement for the Roads Authority. Head of the Budgets

Committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad said that the budget
ceiling was initially set at KD 20 billion but the govern-
ment later came up with the addition of KD 1.5 billion.
He said that the budget is being presented with figures
that differ from what the development plan and govern-
ment program advocate.

Abdulsamad said the Assembly is debating the capi-
tal spending or development projects budget so in order
not to be blamed for delaying development projects. He
said that 88 percent of revenues come from oil income
which is a big distortion as the budget depends on one
source for income, adding the National Assembly should
hold a special session to debate the issue. The lawmaker
said that the state-owned touristic enterprises company
has squandered around KD 288 million and there are
state debt of over KD 1.2 billion that has not been col-
lected, mostly from the private sector.

During the debate, MPs raised the issue of the dispute
between the Cabinet and the Audit Bureau which is over-
seen by the National Assembly and reviews all government
contracts before they are signed. MPs claimed that the
Bureau has rejected some 200 contracts but the Minister 
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti MPs attend a parliament session at the National Assembly in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

ISTANBUL: Israeli Ambassador to Turkey Eitan Naeh (left) holds his luggage at
Istanbul Ataturk Airport yesterday, as he prepares to leave Turkey. — AFP 
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This combination of file pictures shows US President Donald Trump (left) and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un. The United States said it was moving ahead with preparations for a much-anticipat-
ed summit next month after Pyongyang appeared to cast doubt over the event. —  AFP 

SEOUL: North Korea threw next month’s
summit between Kim Jong Un and US
President Donald Trump into doubt yester-
day, threatening weeks of diplomatic
progress by saying it may reconsider if
Washington insists it unilaterally gives up its
nuclear weapons. The North’s official KCNA
news agency said earlier Pyongyang had
called off high-level talks with Seoul, which
had been due yesterday, in the first sign of
trouble after months of warming ties. 

Citing first vice minister of foreign affairs
Kim Kye Gwan, KCNA later said the fate of

the unprecedented US-North Korea summit,
as well as bilateral relations, “would be clear”
if the United States spoke of a “Libya-style”
denuclearization for the North. “If the US is
trying to drive us into a corner to force our
unilateral nuclear abandonment, we will no
longer be interested in such dialogue and
cannot but reconsider our proceeding to the
DPRK-US summit,” Kim Kye Gwan said,
referring to the North by its official name, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

Trump and Kim are scheduled to meet in
Singapore on June 12. The vice minister
specifically criticized US national security
adviser John Bolton, who has called for North
Korea to quickly give up its nuclear arsenal in
a deal that mirrors Libya’s abandonment of its
weapons of mass destruction. North Korea
clashed with Bolton when he worked under
the Bush administration, calling him “human
scum” and a “bloodsucker”. 

“We shed light on the quality of Bolton
already in the past, and we do not hide our
feeling of repugnance towards him,” vice
minister Kim said. The North Korean state-
ment, as well its cancellation of the talks with
the South due to US-South Korean military
exercises, mark a dramatic reversal in tone
from recent months when both sides
embraced efforts to negotiate. North Korea
had announced it would publicly shut its
nuclear test site next week.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said
on Sunday the United States would agree to
lift sanctions on North Korea if it agreed to
completely dismantle its nuclear weapons
program. However, Kim Kye Gwan’s statement
appeared to reject that, saying North Korea
would never give up its nuclear program in
exchange for trade with the United States.
“We have already stated our intention for 
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JERUSALEM: Guatemala inaugurated its Israel
embassy in Jerusalem yesterday, becoming the first
country to follow in the footsteps of the United
States’ deeply controversial move that was accompa-
nied by deadly violence on the Gaza border. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Guatemalan
President Jimmy Morales were among officials who
attended a ceremony inaugurating the new embassy
at an office park in the disputed city, which is at the
heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The US and Guatemalan moves break with
decades of international consensus. US ambassador
to Israel David Friedman also attended yesterday’s
ceremony. Previously Guatemala’s embassy was in
Herzliya, just north of Tel Aviv like that of Paraguay,
so far the only other mission with immediate plans to
move to Jerusalem. Paraguay’s embassy is expected
to relocate before the end of the month. Netanyahu
profusely praised Guatemala for making the move
and noted it came only two days after the 
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ISTANBUL: Israel’s ambassador to
Turkey yesterday left the country after
being ordered out by Ankara in a grow-
ing crisis over the killing by Israeli fire of
dozens of Palestinians on the Gaza bor-
der that threatens a reconciliation deal.
Israeli ambassador Eitan Naeh departed
for Tel Aviv via Istanbul airport under
the full glare of the Turkish media, who
appeared to have been specially invited
to film his exit. Naeh has been told by
Turkey to stay away for an unspecified
period of time. 

Turkey had already withdrawn its Tel
Aviv ambassador for consultations while
Israel ordered the Turkish consul in
Jerusalem to leave, also for an unspeci-
fied period of time. The Turkish foreign
ministry yesterday also told the Israeli
consul general in Istanbul to leave

Turkey “for a period of time”, the foreign
ministry said. The manner of Naeh’s
departure angered the Israeli govern-
ment, with the ambassador filmed going
through an extra security check and then
sitting alone at the gate.

Israel’s foreign ministry yesterday
summoned the Turkish charge d’affaires
in Israel to its Jerusalem headquarters
for a reprimand over what it called in a
statement “inappropriate treatment” of
the ambassador.  The statement said
that Naeh was subjected to “a stringent
security check in the pre-arranged
presence of the Turkish media.” The
Israeli statement invited local news
teams to film Turkish charge d’affaires
Umut Deniz when he arrived at the for-
eign ministry.

The row, which on Tuesday saw
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu
exchange bitter jibes on Twitter, threat-
ens a 2016 deal to normalize ties after
the crisis sparked by the May 2010
deadly storming of a Turkish ship by
Israeli commandos. 
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